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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


SOME NOTES for the guidance of candidates for the RIBA’ 


final examination theses have been drawn up by the examiners 
of the Board of Architectural Education. p. 330 


THE PLANNING COMMITTEE of the Kent County Council 
have informed Dover Borough Council that they cannot approve 
the design of the proposed multi-storeyed flats on the Dover sea 
front in their present form. p. 346 


A NEW EXHIBITION of house designs and estate layouts 
showing how money and land can be saved, which has been 
prepared for the Ministry of Housing, and Local Government, 
is to open its provincial tour at Manchester to-day. p. 348 


IN MOST COUNTRIES the overall building cost index shows 
either stability or a tendency to fall, according to the current 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe Quarterly 
Bulletin of Housing and Building Statistics. p.351 


THE NFBTE have been informed by the Ministry of Works 
that when inviting tenders, they will issue in duplicate all the 
documents which are essential to the making of a complete 
offer, but no others. p. 353 


A PPL ICATIONS are now being invited by the Building Appren- 
ticeship and Training Council for their welfare fund scholarships 
offering a degree or a higher national diploma course in building 
Science. p. 356 





COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


S° high on Coventry Cathedral are pinned the hopes of 

those who see arising from its rebuilding a resurgence 
of lost arts and crafts that the news that Coventry City Council 
feels that “‘ the time is not opportune for work to start on 
building the new Cathedral ” has come as a profound shock. 
The news is the more surprising in that the Couricil and the 
Cathedral reconstruction committee have from the commence- 
ment been working amicably and enthusiastically towards 
what had been felt to be a common aim—the re-creation of a 
spiritual centre not for the city only but of the whole diocese 
of Coventry. The work is ready to begin. 


Ruling out political influences, which we are assured did 
not apply, the City Council’s decision appears to have been 
based on the belief that the construction of the Cathedral 
fabric would divert labour and materials from housing and 
other social building. This, of course, is not so ; the material 
of Mr. Spence’s cathedral is not brick nor will the labour be 
that normally used on housing. On the contrary, this great 
building will use much stone and will bring to Coventry 
many craftsmen skilled in the crafts of masonry, wood, iron 
and other metals. 


It will not compete in these directions even with the civic 
theatre and the art gallery whose erection the City Council 
has lately approved. 

The next step normally would be that the Minister of Works 
would adjudicate between the Cathedral and the City—and 
on the facts as we understand them a building licence might 
well be given. How much better it would be if the Council, 
having reconsidered its decision, should withdraw its caveat 
and reunite with the reconstruction committee in pushing 
forward with a building which, we believe, will not onk 
bring renown to the City of Coventry but inspiration to the 
whole Christian world. 


PLAIN ENGLISH 


[NABILITY to write plain English seems to be one of the 

characteristic failings of our time. Writing, of course, 
is a painful business when it involves original thought, and 
the weaker brethren naturally tend to unburden themselves 
in cliché. Jargon and circumlocution, particularly rife 
among civil servants, have been properly rebuked by Sir 
Ernest Gowers, himself a distinguished civil servant, and it is 
well known that the Prime Minister prefers “homes” to 
* accommodation units.” 


The trouble is not confined to civil servants ; it seems to 
affect all classes—even candidates for the RIBA Final Exam- 
ination Theses, so much so, in fact, that the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education have found it necessary to issue “ some 
suggestions for achieving a requisite standard.” The advice, 
on the whole, is excellent. Everyone will agree, for instance, 
that it is a good thing to ‘“‘ make up your mind what you 
want to say and then say it clearly and concisely.” The 
memorandum gives some useful tips, too, about research 
which, although it may at times be, as someone has unkindly 
defined it, ‘‘ the cribbing of other people’s ideas,” is indis- 
pensable to the writing of theses. Research, it is pointed 
out, may be more profitable “in the field” than in the 
library, but when it is carried out in the latter place the 
candidate is well advised to ‘‘ acknowledge the source of all 
quotations,” though he should know that the reputations of 
many authors distinguished for their erudition would be 
diminished considerably if this excellent rule were generally 
followed. 


One must agree, too, with the exhortation to “ avoid slang. 






















colloquialisms and cliché,” but why, one may ask, should 
that useful phrase “ What of the future?” be specially 
singled out for condemnation ? Such small rhetorical inter- 
ludes are a convenient device for changing the subject, 
particularly when one has run out of ideas ; their prohibition, 
it is safe to say, would bea death blow to most public speakers, 
who are only one step removed from writers. 

The examiners of the RIBA assume that candidates should 
be able at least to “ write English without committing gross 
errors of spelling and punctuation,” but this is said to be an 
unwarranted assumption; faulty spelling and punctuation are 
common. We are not surprised to hear this for we were 
told recently of the case of a University graduate who, apply- 
ing for a post on the editorial staff of a technical magazine, 
admitted that he was no good at spelling or punctuation, but 
was “ willing to leave such things to the printer.”’ 

Such lofty indifference to the elementary things of life 
may be excused to genius or notabilities—Bernard Shaw, for 
example, consistently split his infinitives, and Lord Randolph 
Churchill was frankly bewildered by “ those damned dots ”— 
but it can be fatal to lesser men, and particularly to candidates 
for the RIBA Final. But the real enigma of these Board of 
Architectural Education disclosures is the urge of candidates 
to enlighten the examiners on the difference between the 
Doric and the Ionic Orders. 
Le Corbusier ? 
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Is this the final triumph of ° 
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REBUILDING THE CITY 


THE suggestion made to the City of London by the Minister 

of Works that new building work should be co-ordinated 
to produce a City worthy of its history and of our gene‘ation 
has fallen on fertile ground. Last week the Lord Mayor, 
Sir Noel Bowater, visited Lambeth Bridge House where he 
and the chairman of the City of London Town Planning 
Committee inspected the Whitehall section of the great model 
of the Coronation processional way made by the Ministry of 
Works for their use. It is now being used to show how 
proposed new buildings would fit in with their surroundings, 
The City planning department is already working on a com- 
plete model of the City for technical purposes, according to 
the Lord Mayor, who has invited, and has been promised, 
the help of Sir David Eccles’s Department in the preparation 
of a larger-scale model for public display. 

This indication that the City has taken Sir David Eccles’s 
remarks seriously is indeed welcome. 'Too much confidence 
cannot as yet be expressed in the outcome, remembering that 
individual developers have much influence on the form 
development takes, but there can be no doubt that a clear 
lead on principles involved by the City authorities would 
go far to influence development on forward-looking lines. 
The personal interest of the Lord Mayor in this matter is 
particularly to be welcomed. 





















NOTES & NEWS 


CITY REBUILDING MOVE 


T the invitation of the Minister of 
Works, Sir David Eccles, the Lord 
Mayor of London, Sir Noel Bowater, on 
February 10, visited the Ministry of Works 
where, with the Minister, he inspectd 
a’model of the Westminster area. "The 
model, constructed during preparations 
for the Coronation, is now being used to 
show how proposed new buildings would 


Mayor’s visit followed the speech made 
recently at the Mansion House by the 
Minister in which he suggested that the 
rebuilding about to begin in the City 
should be co-ordinated to produce a City 
of London worthy of its history and of 
our generation. The Lord Mayor was 
accompanied by Sir George Wilkinson, 
Bt., and by Mr. Charles Glenny, Chair- 
man of the City of London Town Plan- 
ning Committee. Mr. Howard Robert- 
son, President RIBA, and Mr. S. L. G. 
Beaufoy, Director of Technical Services 


Local Government, were also present, 
Mr. Eric Bedford, Chief Architect of the 
Ministry of Works, explained the model 
to the Lord Mayor. 

Commenting at the end of the visit, 
the Lard Mayor said that the City was 
already working on a complete model for 
technical purposes, but he suggested that 
a model on a larger scale, similar to the 
one he was inspecting, might be made of 
the more interesting parts of the City 
for public display. The Lord Mayor 
asked the Minister whether he would be 































fit in with their surroundings. 'The Lord (Planning), 





LORD MAYOR VISITS MINISTRY OF WORKS. Our picture shows (inspec- 
ting a street plan of the City beside the model, left to right) Mr. Charles Glenny, 
chairman of the City Town Planning Committee ; Sir David Eccles, Minister of 
Works, Mr. S. L. G. Beaufoy, Director of Technical Services (Planning), 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government ; Mr. Eric Bedford, Chief Architect, 
Ministry of Works ; Sir Noel Bowater, Lord Mayor, and Sir George Wilkinson. 


Ministry of Housing and 


able to help in the preparation of models 
if it were decided to produce them. The 
Minister promised to give whatever help 
he could, and an offer of assistance was 
also given by the Director of Technical 
Services (Planning), Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. 


ARCHITECTURE ON TV 


NExT SUNDAY evening (February 21), 
Mr. Godfrey Allen, FRIBA, the architect 
for the new church of St. Bride’s, will take 
part in a television programme. This will 
aim at presenting the second of a series 
of the Church in action, and a camera unit 
is to visit Fleet-street for a programme 
about its parish church of St. Bride’s. 
Exactly eleven feet away from the window 
of the sub-editors’ room on the fourth 
floor of the Press Association offices lie 
the ruins of St. Bride’s, burnt out in an 
air raid. 

The camera will first show pictures of 
this bird’s-eye view, and then a visit will 
be paid to the Press Club, where Mr. 
Godfrey Allen will say something of the 
task of rebuilding. Next the vicar of St. 
Bride’s, the Rev. Cyril Armitage, will 
introduce the Bishop of London, who will 
talk about the plans for the restoration and 
re-organisation of the City churches. No 
fewer than 47 of these were the work of 
Sir Christopher Wren. The third camera 
will actually be in the centre of the 
nave of St. Bride’s, the shell of which still 
stands, and the church is to be lighted by 
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arc lamps on the surrounding buildings. 
Over this picture of the ruin will be super- 
imposed the perspective of the new 
church, as visualised by Mr. Allen. 


LCC APPOINTMENT 


THE LONDON CouNTYy COUNCIL, meet- 
ing on ‘Tuesday, unanimously appointed 
Mr. R. J. Allerton, FRICS, AMIMunE, 
Director of Housing at a salary of £3,000 
ayear. Mr. Allerton, who is a registered 
architect, is at present Housing Manager 
at Birmingham. 


THREE BROADCASTS 


ARCHITECTS will doubtless be interested 
in three forthcoming broadcasts arranged 
by the BBC. Mr. Robert H. Matthew, 
ARIBA, appointed Professor of Archi- 
tecture at Edinburgh University last year, 
will discuss the question “Is there a 
Scottish Architecture ?”’ in the “‘ Scottish 
Life and Letters ’’ series to be broadcast 
on February 21 in the Scottish Home 
Service. 

On February 23, again in the Scottish 
Home Service, a documentary programme, 
“Me and My House,”’ will be featured. 
And on March 2, in the Third Programme, 
Mr. J. M. Richards, ARIBA, is to give a 
talk entitled ‘‘ Venice Preserved,’ in 
which he will speak about the sharp 
controversy that recently arose over the 
proposal to erect a building designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright beside the Grand 
Canal. 


LONDON EXHIBITIONS 


IN THE CURRENT EXHIBITIONS at the 
Leicester Galleries, the Henry Moore 
sculpture naturally overshadows the rest, 
and as representing perhaps the most 
currently important of our few truly 
“architectural ’’ sculptors is probably of 
most interest, writes Basil Marriott. 


In that capacity, he is well represented 
by items from the Time Life building, 
including the draped torso oddly like 
the Samothrace (I think it is) Victory, and 
the pierced motifs which are purer abstrac- 
tions. In scale as well as importance the 
main work is the ‘‘ King and Queen,’’ two 
seated figures, suggesting a little the 
Etruscan funerary family-groups, which 
have been commissioned by Antwerp for 
their open-air museum. ‘The foregoing 
comparisons may suggest the emergence 
of a ‘‘ classical’’ phase of Moore’s work, 
but as I believe this is the first show of his 
for some time, I may well have been 
missing something. Personally, I found 
the small bronzes very likeable : there is a 
“rocking-chair ’’ that really rocks. There 
are several new, and major, Moores which 
should not be missed. 


Also at the Leicester Galleries the very 
diverting inventions of Paule Vezelay 
impinge on industrial design rather than 
art, | feel. With most of these—of thread, 
string or wire in deep box-frames—the 
point is the shadows they cast, as is made 
clear by the title of the show. This is a 
curious echo of what I believe to be the 
essence of baroque decoration, but it tends 
to be lost in the necessarily diffused 
lighting of a gallery, in the same way that 
baroque doesn’t “ travel” well. 
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A perspective of Mr. Alan Hope’s design (placed second) in this competition. 
A critique appeared in our last issue. 





FLASHBACK TO ADDIS ABABA 


THE Imperial Ethiopian Embassy adver- 
tise elsewhere in this issue for the postal 
addresses of four architects unsuccessful 
in the International competition held in 
1950 for designs for the Imperial Palace 
at Addis Ababa. It is desired to return 
their drawings. 


ARCHITECTURAL JOURNALISM 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 
Students’ Committee is organising a 
General Meeting of the Association on 
February 24, which will take the form of a 
discussion on “‘ Architectural Journalism.”’ 
The principal speakers will include Mr. 








COMING EVENTS 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

CHADWICK PuBLIC _LecTruRES.—‘‘ Modular — Co- 
Ordination in the Building Industry,’’ by Mr. Mark 
Hartland ‘Thomas, OBE, FRIBA. 90, Buckingham 
Palace-road, SW1. 6 p.m. 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LONDON.—‘‘ Some Aspects of 
Stained Glass Design,’? by Mr. H. Warren Wilson, 
ARCA. University College, Gower-street, WC1. 
1.15 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

ARCHITECTURAL AssOcIATION.—Discussion on ‘‘Archi- 
tectural Journalism.” 36, Bedford-square, WC1. 
6.30 p.m. 

LONDON REGIONAL JOINT APPRENTICESHIP COM- 
MITTEE FOR THE BUILDING INDUSTRY.—Presentation 
of BATC Prizes by Sir Frederick Leggett. Con- 
ference Hall, County Hall, SE1. 7 p.m. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

RIBA.—Exhibition of photographs of Venetian 


Villas. 66, Portland-place, Wl. Continuing until 
March 27. (Mondays-Fridays, 10-7; Saturdays, 
10-5.) 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—‘ Pre- 


stressed Steel Lattice Girders,’’ by Mr. R. A. Sefton 
Jenkins. 11, Upper Belgrave-street, SW1. 6 p.m 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.—Annual 
dinner. Grosvenor House, Park-lane, W1. 7.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT.—“ ‘The Psycho- 
logical Approach to Scientific Management : Can This 
Be Applied in the Home ?”’ by Professor C. A. Mace, 
MA. 8, Hill-street, W1. 5 p.m. 








J. M. Richards of the “ Architectural 
Review,’ Mr. Eric Bird, of the “‘ RIBA 
Journal,’’ Mr. John Smith, architect and, 
possibly, William Clark of ‘“ The 
Observer.”’ The suggested theme is the 
relationship between the Press, the public 
and architecture. 


THE TRUSCON SCHOLARSHIP 


THE 'TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL Co., 
Lrtp., offer a travelling scholarship of 
£100 to enable an associate of the RIBA 
to undertake a Continental tour of about 
three weeks’ duration. The winner will be 
accompanied by a member of the 
company’s technical staff awarded a 
similar scholarship, and they will be 
required jointly to study interesting rein- 
forced concrete work in Europe with 
particular reference to the collaboration 
between architect and engineer. Appli- 
cants must be under 35 years of age. Par- 
ticulars from the Secretary, The Trussed 
Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., Lower Marsh, 
SE1. Applications by April 5. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, February 18, 1854 


BATTERSEA-PARK.—The Commissioners 
of her Majesty’s Works and Buildings are 
proceeding with the necessary steps for 
the clearance of the ground for this park. 
On Tuesday, the materials of about 20 
houses were brought to the hammer, by 
Mr. W. R. Glasier, the auctioneer. This 
was the second sale, the first having taken 
place in December last, when the materials 
of the old Red-house, White-mill, etc., 
were disposed of. On Tuesday, also, the 
workmen commenced the necessary opera- 
tions for the formation of one of the 
permanent entrance roads. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Recent correspondence and a 
leader in your newspaper refer to 
matters which concern very closely the 
Council of the Institute of Builders, 
and I would like to call attention to a 
few points of the Institute’s policy and 
practice. 


For long years past it has, through its 
constitution and its examinations, been 
working steadily to establish in general 
building practice : 

1. Broadly planned 

paration. 

2. Authoritatively 

tions. 
. Authoritatively 
tence. 


It has long been acknowledged that the 
standards of the Institute’s examinations 
and membership qualifications are high, 
and rightly so, and the qualifying letters 
of its members are increasingly recognised 
as a distinguishing mark of competence 
to practice. The Institute’s own discip- 
linary powers, examination and member- 
ship practice qualifications do, indeed, 
offer a system of voluntary individual 
qualitative registration. 


educational pre- 


attested examina- 


ascertained compe- 


The normal requirements expected of 
candidates to sit for the Licentiate Diploma 
examination may be simply stated : 

i. Full-time education up to 16 years of 

age. 

ii. I'he well-developed general building 
education in technical school courses 
implied by the breadth and standard 
of the examination. 

iii. A period in building employment. 

Licentiate membership is expected to 
lead by further examination and practice 
to the qualifications for the Associate 
and Member classes. 


The purpose of the Institute’s require- 
ments is wider than merely to ensure 
competence to sit a particular examination, 
for they are a measure of the fundamental 


pre-requisites of membership. Those 
who satisfy them are accepted and some 
latitude is allowed to those approximately 
so qualified. At present, consideration is 
given to applications from those above 
examination age who offer experience and 
practice of quality comparable with the 
qualifications of examined members. Any 
move towards reducing the standards and 
opening the door to all and sundry to 
become members of the Institute regard- 
less of their educational background and 
proven competence in practice would be 
illogical and harmful. 


It is the expressed purpose of the Insti- 
tute to work in co-operation with the 
Technical Schools in development of 
educational standards and facilities. At 
the same time it is not unmindful of the 
problems of those in outlying areas both 
at home and in the Commonwealth, and 
in co-operation with others would welcome 
a sound solution. 

Over a very long period the Institute 
has been sustained by distinguished men 
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in the industry,: and its need to-day lies 
in similarly loyal and informed support. 
Harotp H. Ripce. 
President, Institute of Builders. 


48, Bedford-square, WC1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The recent letters in your columns 
show once again the very real 
concern felt by a large number of its 
members for the well-being of the Institute 
of Builders. As a supporter of the 
Institute for the past 16 years, I have for 
some years been aware of its short- 
comings. I am now sufficiently optimistic 
to believe that steps will be taken to 
reorganise its whole structure, and I 
hope that Mr. Yeomans’ suggestion in 
your issue of February 5—that the 
Institute appoint a committee to confer 
as a matter of urgency with representatives 
of the organised building employers on 
some means of recognising the qualified 
builder—will be carried unanimously by 
the Council. 


By their present policy the Council of 
the Institute are, in effect, telling building 
owners and architects that the vast 
building industry can produce only 681 
trained practical executives who comply 
with the requirements of their standards 
for Members and Fellows, to say nothing 
of only 1,258 Licentiates and Associates 
who are still on the lower rungs of the 
ladder. That is far from being the case. 
Mr. Smallwood’s suggestion of 50,000 is 
probably much nearer the mark. 


L. H. Mitpwater [FIOB]. 
37, Woolwich New-road, SE18. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with interest the 
recent correspondence dealing with 
the Institute of Builders, and feel that 
there is great necessity for a live and 
responsible Institute representing the non- 
professional side of the building industry. 
My work as a visiting lecturer in quan- 
tity surveying at a London technical 
college brings me into close contact with 
many intending candidates for the Insti- 
tute’s examinations, but the enthusiasm 
and interest of these students quickly dies 
when they realisé the task of passing these 
examinations. This is not due to any 
lack of ability on their part, but to the 
vagueness and unrealistic standards of the 
examination policy of the Institute. This 
policy needs completely overhauling to 
bring it into line with the current needs 
of the building industry and the extremely 
small percentage of successful candidates 
gives further weight to this view. 

It is being constantly urged that there 
must be co-operation between architects, 
engineers, surveyors and builders, and 
this can only come about by mutual 
respect and understanding by all parties. 
This ideal can be furthered greatly by 
having an Institute of Builders that is 
respected and recognised as representing 
and containing the best of the industry. 

M. F. CuHapiin [ARICS). 


10, Bury-place, Holborn, WC1. 
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To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your Editorial in the January 29 
issue of The Builder, together with 
further published correspondence, shows 
there is still strong support for the idea 
that builders should possess a _ good 
professional qualification. 

I consider that the public should be 
informed of this need so as to avoid some 
of the pitfalls and mistakes of the past 
experienced through the poor and doubt- 
ful work often carried out by builders 
without a sound technical knowledge of 
the requirements of the industry. Gen- 
erally speaking, the public wili only 
entrust their bodily health to the care of g 
qualified medical practitioner, but their 
homes, which can often contribute much 
to an enjoyable life, are frequently left in 
the hands of incompetent persons. 

A form of registration by qualification 
for general builders is surely highly 
desirable, and I would like to see a national 
publicity campaign for this purpose. A 
further frontal attack can be made by 
industry itself employing only those who 
have taken pains to obtain their knowledge 
in a co-ordinated manner; there are, 
alas, far too many recruits taken on with- 
out any thought as to their future technical 
training, and this short-sighted policy 
only leads to a general low standard. 'To 
be worthy of being regarded as a pro- 
fessional class, builders must pursue a 
definite policy of acquiring a good sound 
training. Industry should, therefore, give 
the absolute maximum support to its own 
Institute’s examinations system and pro- 
vide the incentive to its personnel to train 
for these examinations. 

In its turn I consider the Institute could 
now well encompass within its membership 
all the holders of approved Building 
Higher National Certificates and Diplomas. 
These could be accorded Licentiate 
status with the effect of concentrating 
more attention on the Final Associate 
Examination which does compare with 
that of other allied professional institu- 
tions. Existing Licentiates by examina- 
tion should be given every encouragement 
to become Associate members and full 
status in the Institute should be given to 
this group. 

I believe the future of the Institute 
must ultimately depend upon its member- 
ship by examination and numbers and 
finance could be immediately improved 
by absorbing those possessing satisfactory 
National Certificates, etc. "This generous 
attitude would, I am sure, result in a 
much better relationship between educa- 
tionists and the Institute. 

I shall be extremely interested to hear 
other views on this subject. 

M. C. HEATH. 

14, Gabriel-street, SE23. 


PROFESSIONAL SALARIES 
‘To the Editor of The Builder 

see the salaries of chief 

officers of Government Departments 
and Local Authorities have been increased 
since 1939, they are very considerably less 
than the equivalent pre-war value. Unjust 
as these circumstances are, it is neverthe- 
less possible to maintain something of a 
professional standard on the present 
chiefs’ salaries. 
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the consequences of underpaying 
pal officers has had a disastrous 
.ccumulative effect on the incomes 
ircumstances of senior members of 
staffs who hold similar and sometimes 
- qualifications, but have been unable 
to secure a chief’s appointment, a matter 
which is to some extent fortuitous. Their 
incomes have been reduced to an absurd 
figure as far as real values are concerned. 
Also the basic salaries paid by industry 
are largely gauged on those of Govern- 
ment and municipal servants. 

Unless the Universities and members 
of learned societies of this country are 
willing to co-operate to correct this 
matter, the effect on the State will be 
serious. It is futile to spend one’s 
money and above all, one’s time in five or 
more years’ study merely to receive a 
trivial salary wholly incommensurate with 
either the value of the work or responsi- 
bilities of the appointment. It is of vital 
importance to those considering qualifying 
formembership of any professional institu- 
tion to examine the appointments vacant 
and the remuneration offered in the 
various technical publications in the public 
libraries for a considerable time before 
proceeding further, the exception being 
those who for various reasons are able to 
establish themselves in a sound private 
practice. 

This will ensure that the prospective 
Fellow has an accurate impression of what 
the Welfare State considers his qualified 
and experienced services to be worth. 


DoucLas W. RICHARDSON. 


134, Kentmere-av., St. Helens, Lancs. 


E. R. H. READ 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—I was grieved to see the announce- 
ment in your last issue of the death 
of Everard Read. As you say, he had a 
great sense of humour. May I recall 
an instance ? 

After the 1914-18 War, architects’ 
offices were full of ex-army officers, many 
of whom thought it a good idea to carry 
their military titles into civil life. Calling 
one day on a certain office (which must be 
nameless), Read asked to see the principal, 
Colonel X. 

“Tm sorry,” said the secretary, ‘ but 
Colonel X is out. Would you care to see 
Major Y ?”’ 


“ Certainly,’’ said Read. 
Presently the secretary returned and 
said : 


“Tm sorry, Major Y is engaged, but 
| Captain Z is free and would be glad to 
see you. What name, please ?’”’ 


Read thought for a moment, 
Just say it’s Corporal Read.”’ 


*“ Oh; 


G: J.-H: 


BUXTON MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—When the government of the day 
removed the Buxton Memorial Foun- 
tain, the Parliament Square (Improve- 
Ments) Bill, 1949, provided that it should 
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ACANTH vug— 


“Don’t forget there are 
five million little boys who 
aren't as lucky as you! 


be re-erected in the Square. There is, 
however, a provision which enables re- 
erection elsewhere if Parliament is first 
consulted. 

I write feeling assured that you can 
influence its return. My interest is 
architectural. This charming little 
fountain, apart from its strong historical 
claim, forms part of a “ live’’ story of the 
Gothic Revival, to be seen only from 
Parliament Square. Nowhere else in the 
country is there anything like it. The 
fountain formed a link in a chain of 
examples, which embraces the west towers 
of the Abbey, the Middlesex Guildhall 
and so much that lies between these 
extremes. 

The argument for return should appeal 
both to discriminating elders and also to 
those who are young enough to regard 
good examples of the Gothic Revival as 
sufficiently ‘‘ antique’’ to need preserva- 
tion. 


H. A. BrRockKMAN. 


The Thatched Cottage, Glynde, Sussex. 


OFFICE RECORDS LOST 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—During the blitz in 1940 our 
office block was completely destroyed 
and we thus lost, with minor exceptions, 
all our office records including those of 
the early days of this company which is 
entering on its centenary year, my grand- 
father, having started in partnership in 
Millwall in 1854, moving thence to our 
present site in 1856. 

May I ask, through your newspaper, 
those who may have records of dealings 
with our firm in its early days, to let me 
know of any information that may help 
precisely to determine the date on which 
we started business. 


B. ENcerT, Managing Director, 
Engert and Rolfe, Ltd. 


Barchester-street, E.14. 


BOOK 


THE BRIDGES OF BRITAIN. By Eric de Maré 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 42s. 
net. 


(THERE must be few subjects of structural 
interest that have not received full 
literary treatment; bridges is apparentiy one 
of them, for in his introduction to this book 
Mr. de Maré writes: “—of the making of 
books about bridges restricted to this island 
this is the first—at least the first of a com- 
prehensive kind covering coherently all 
eriods, types and districts and relating the 
art of building bridges to Life and Time.” 
After an introductory chapter summarising 
the early lore of bridge-building, the author 
deals with his subject chronologically in four 
chapters under the headings “ The Age of 
Faith and the Master Mason,” “ The Age 
of Reason and the Architect.” “ The Age of 
Greatness and the Engineer,” and “ Con- 
clusion.” The first chapter begins with the 
primitive clapper bridges—monolithic slabs 
resting on elementary piers—and then dis- 
cusses Roman bridges, of which there are 
scarcely any remains, Anglo-Saxon bridges, 
which were of timber and have all dis- 
appeared, and then medieval bridges, of 
which, fortunately, many excellent examples 
still exist. The author gives much interest- 
ing information about how these bridges 
were built and financed and the state of 
medieval roads, and concludes this section 
with an account of the most remarkable 
medieval bridge of all—old London Bridge. 
The next chapter brings us to the Renais- 
sance period, when _ bridge-building came 
largely into the hands of architects and other 
specialist designers, such as William Edwards, 
General Wade (who built many fine military 
bridges in Scotland), John Gwynn. Smeaton 
and Mylne. But “ The Age of Greatness” 
was between 1779 and 1890, when bridge- 
building was dominated by the great engi- 
neers—beginning with the revolutionary Iron 
Bridge of Thomas Pritchard in Coalbrook- 
dale, and ending with the Forth Bridge of 
Benjamin Baker and John Fowler. During 
this period Britain led the world in bridge- 
building and, indeed, in engineering gener- 
ally, producing such famous engineers as 
Rennie, Telford, Stephenson, Brunel and 
others, and bridges varying from the granite 
monumentality of Waterloo to the suspensory 
lightness and elegance of Menai and Clifton. 
It was a wonderful period of engineering 
creativeness, witnessing the building of the 
canals, the great docks, the railways and the 
modern road system, all of which involved 
extensive bridge-building and about which 
and the accompanying technical advances 
Mr. de Maré is fully informative. 


If since then the lead has gone to the Con- 
tinent and the United States, we can at least 
claim for British engineers the credit for 
constructing the second largest bridge in the 
world—the Sydney Harbour Bridge. Mr. de 
Maré has little to say about contemporary 
bridge-building, but stresses the possibilities 
of reinforced concrete and aluminium alloy, 
and looks forward to the realisation of the 
projects for the Mersey, the Severn, the 
Humber and the Firth of Forth. 


Mr. de Maré has written a most interesting 
general history of bridge-building in this 
country which, although intended primarily 
for the layman, is likely to find many readers 
among specialists, particularly architects. It 
is furnished with over 150 photographic and 
other illustrations, the majority being from 
excellent photographs by the auther. 

G. 5. He. 


G 
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EXAMINATION THESES 
Suggestions for Achieving a 
Requisite Standard 


Some 


HE following notes for the guidance 
of candidates for the RIBA Final 
Examination theses have been drawn up 
by the Examiners of the Board of Archi- 
tectural Education : 

The purpose of the Final thesis is to 
discover not only whether the candidate 
has something to say, but whether he can 
say it in good clear English. Every 
probationer and student will be aware that 
a qualified member of the profession, be he 
private practitioner or salaried architect, 
has as often to express his ideas by means 
of the written word as by means of the 
drawing. Both means of expression must 
therefore be equally lucid and unambigu- 
ous. 

Theses submitted for the Final 
Examination during the past two or three 
years have revealed that too often marks 
have been lost by the commission of 
certain common _ faults—some __ serious, 
others less so—with a resulting deteriora- 
tion in the average quality of the theses 
submitted. It is felt therefore that it may 
be of assistance to future candidates if 
these prevalent faults be brought to their 
attention now in the hope that, by avoiding 


them, candidates will be enabled to 
submit theses of a more acceptable 
standard. 


It may be said at once that most of the 
faults in question could be avoided if 
candidates were to read, and take note of, 
the memorandum published by the Royal 
Institute for their guidance when preparing 
for these examinations. ‘The notes in this 
memorandum have been carefully drafted 
and their every word is meant to be taken 
to heart. ‘The memorandum, however. 
assumes—perhaps not unreasonably—that 
by the time they come to sit for their 
Final Examination candidates can at least 
write English without committing gross 
errors of spelling and punctuation. In 
fact, this has too often proved to be a 
quite unwarranted assumption. Faulty 
spelling and punctuation is perhaps the 
most usual—and least necessary—cause 
of mark deduction. ‘There is no excuse 
for this. 


SOME SUGGESTIONS 


Other points which demand mention 
are briefly given below under three main 
headings : 

(1) Subject Matter: (a) ‘The subject 
matter for a thesis, however specialised, 
should be directly related to some aspect 
of architecture, and in its treatment this 
relation must not be lost sight of ; (b) For 
most subjects one week’s research “ in 
the field’’ is worth many weeks’ study in 
a library; (c) Try to avoid covering 
unnecessary ground, i.e., do not describe 
in detail such accommodation or equip- 
ment in a_ specialised building as_ is 
commonly found in most buildings, e.g., 
kitchen, lavatories, etc. 

It is usually safe to assume, too, that 
most architects—and certainly those who 
will read your thesis—know their Banister 
Fletcher as well as you do and do not need 
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to be told, for instance, the difference 
between the Doric and Ionic Orders. 

(2) Literary Style: (a) Keep to the 
point. Make up your mind what you 
want to say and then say it clearly and 
concisely ; (b) Avoid the use of “I,” 
““my,’’ etc. It is better to write imperson- 
ally ; (c) Read ‘‘ Plain Words” by Sir 
Ernest Gowers (HMSO 2s.) and any 
of Eric Partridge’s works on punctuation; 
(d) Acknowledge the source of all quota- 
tions; (e) Avoid slang, colloquialisms 
and clichés—above all such phrases as 
** What of the Future ?”’ 

(3) Presentation: (a) Pages must be 
numbered ; (b) Photographs not by the 
author and illustrations cut from maga- 
zines are acceptable provided these are 
strictly limited to those cases where no other 
form of illustration is obtainable, e.g., where 
the subject is in a remote foreign country. 
The sources of all such illustrations should 
be given; (c) Illustrations should not 
form the bulk of the thesis (see RIBA 
Memorandum, mentioned above) ; (d) The 
outside cover should bear the title of the 
thesis and the author’s name ; (e) Biblio- 
graphies should be carefully compiled 
and should state—accurately and fully— 
the title, author and, if possible, the date 
and publisher of every work mentioned. 





DEVELOPMENT IN ISRAEL 


A Talk at the Architectural 
Association 

AT a meeiing of the Architectural Asso- 
i ciation, held on February 10, at 36, 
Bedford-square, WC1, Mr. LESLIE GINSBERG 
gave an account of development in the 
state of Israel. Geographically considered, 
he said, Israel was a strip 265 miles long, 
in its narrowest part about eight miles wide 
and in its widest less than 70. It was divided 
into three distinct regions, There was a 
northern region which was well watered. 
Then there was the narrow strip with Tel 
Aviv and then the southern country which 
was almost waterless. 

In early days after the Balfour declaration 
Jewish organisations could buy land. They 
did so, buying from the legal owner, but 
often the Arabs living in the locality knew 
nothing about the transaction. Trouble 
arose and continued: defence was a problem 
still. In 1948 Israel had become a state and 
its government had set about organising a 
plan for the development of the country. 
This plan was to extend over 10 years. In 
1953 the population of Israel was 1,665,739, 
of whom 1.480.413 were Jews. The plan 
proposed a further increase to a total of 
2.600.000. In 1952 there had been 16,000 
living in tents, 7,430 in aluminium huts, 
17,500 in wooden huts and 4,630 in concrete 
dwellings. During the last three years there 
had been a constant transfer of these immi- 
grants to more suitable accommodation. 


Layout of Villages 

The farming population was settled in 
small villages. Some of these were laid out 
with each house in the middle of the holding. 


Although agriculturally successful, this 
arrangement was not good socially, and 
other attempts had been made. One by 


Richard Kaufman grouped the houses as 
near neighbours in a circle each with its 
little farm stretching out behind it. The 
disadvantage was that the more distant parts 
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of the settkement could not be de 
from Arab marauders. 
There were three large towns, Hai! .. Te] 


nded 


Aviv and Jerusalem, and a number 0) small 
towns grouped around these larger on:;. Te] 
Aviv and neighbourhood contained -3 per 
cent. of the total population of the country. 
The town had been developed, in locks 


three-storeys high, but there was great diffi- 
culty in providing dwellings for all in need, 

In one case permission had been ranted 
for the erection of a four-storey block, of 
which the ground floor was to be left open 
for the parking of motor cars. Within a 
short time a partition of breeze blocks con- 
verted this open floor into a series of 
garages. The next step was to put a plate 
glass window into the garage and open a 
shop. At this point the health authorities 
intervened; if the place was to be used as 
a shop there must be water, proper sanitary 
accommodation and so forth. This being 
done, it only remained to take out the plate 
glass window, put in an ordinary window 
and door, and so the shop became another 
dwelling. 

Haifa was the great northern port. The 
British had done a good deal of work there 
They had built a harbour for coaling ships, 
but a port more suitable for general use was 
needed, and it was proposed to make a 
new dock in the flat land behind the town. 

Of Jerusalem, he said it was the seat of 
Government and to some extent an indus- 
trial town. When Allenby and Storrs had 
seen it immediately after the first world war 
Allenby had been impressed by the appear- 
ance of the stone glowing like gold in the 
sunlight. He and Storrs had anticipated a 
rapid development, and had made building 
regulations, one of which was that all build- 
ing should be in stone. Until recently this 
rule had been adhered to but now there was 
a certain amount of stucco. 


Discussion 


In a discussion that followed, the first 
questioner asked how the new towns being 
developed around Tel Aviv compared with 
those around London. 

Mr. GINSBERG replied that the country 
there was only 20 miles wide. The Israeli 
towns were very much closer than the 
British ones. It was only a couple of miles 
before you came to another town. In two o1 
three years we might see these little towns 
overflow and coalesce. 

Some questions were asked concerning the 
timber roofing of houses. Would it not be 
more economical to use concrete? 

Mr. GINSBERG replied that a small amount 
of timber was produced in the country; but 
probably the timber used for the roofs in 
question was imported from Sweden or 
Finland. Another question was asked as to 
building in a climate hot in summer and cool 
and rainy in winter. Obviously there could 
be little done to meet the problem in huts 
and tents; but was there anything of the kind 
visible in modern blocks of flats? 

Mr. GINSBERG replied that he had not 
seen anything he would call new. He had 
been interested in some of the older private 
houses and flats made for cross ventilation: 
but that was an ordinary development ol 
Mediterranean architecture. There was, he 
said, an active Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research in contact with the 
Building Research Station at Watford, and 
possibly looking to this country for a few 
ideas. Most of the technicians had a Euro- 
pean background; but in Haifa there was 
a school of architecture and engineering, and 
a new breed of architects and enginects 
might come from there. 
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The west end of Guildhall, showing the carved oak screen 
which was undamaged in the blitz. Note the figures of Gog 
and Magog, in the Public Gallery above, which have been 
carved by Mr. David Evans to replace those destroyed by fire. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF GUILDHALL 
Panelling and Carved Woodwork Renewed 


URING the war, when 417 high-explosive bombs fell in the 
one square mile of the City of London, and later 17 
fying bombs and one V2 rocket, the Guildhall was gutted by 
fre and the roof destroyed. The famous carved wooden 
statues of Gog and Magog, the last of the traditional giants, 
which were carried in the Lord Mayor’s Procession each year, 
were also destroyed. 

Reconstruction work has been proceeding for some time and 
much of the bomb-scarred stonework has now, as our 
photographs show, been hidden by Gothic panelling and 
beautifully carved woodwork. 

The Guildhall has been famous throughout most of London’s 
history. The exact date of the first building is not known but 
itgoes back at least to Saxon times as is shown by the Arms of 
Edward the Confessor carved in the original stonework of the 
crypt. An early reference to the Guildhall is made in regulations 
published to protect the City in 1212, the Common Council 
then allowing an Ale House at the Guildhall. 

The original Guildhall was enlarged in 1411 by the then 
Mayor Thomas Knowles, who was also famed for being the 








Examples of panelling and carved woodwork that have been renewed : ’ 
ihe griffins ; (centre) the Lady Mavyoress’s Gallery, with its Gothic panelled front ; and (right) the Camera Gallery. 
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A view of the east end of Guildhall, showing the finely carved 
Gothic panelling covering the bomb-damaged stonework. 


father of 19 children. Another famous Mayor, Dick Whittington, 
also helped in the building of a new hall. 

Although the building fell victim to the Great Fire in 1666, 
the walls survived. Sir Christopher Wren designed the new 
roof, but this was replaced by another in 1865. 

Much of the work of reconstruction of the interior has been 
carried out by the Maple-Martyn Organisation, and consists 
of panelling and carved woodwork at both ends of Guildhall 
as well as balconies, the carving of the four griffins of the Lord 
Mayor’s Canopy, and the colouring and gilding of the figures 
of Gog and Magog, sculptured by Mr. David Evans. The 
general contractors for the restoration of the Guildhall are 
Messrs. Trollope & Colls, Ltd., and Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
OM, RA, FRIBA, is the architect for reconstruction. 





The Lord Mayor’s Canopy (left), showing 








332 


THE BUILDER 





General view from car park. 


DENBIGHSHIRE TECHNICAL COLLEGE, WREXHAM 


Architects 
SAXON, SMITH & PARTNERS, F/ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyors 


MESSRS. GLEEDS 


Consulting Engineers 


R. R. JENNINGS & PARTNERS 


Builders 
HOLLAND & HANNEN AND CUBITTS, LTD. 


HE college has been planned to take advantage of 
the excellent and extensive site of approximately 
28 acres, including playing fields. ‘This has enabled 
various parts to be grouped most suitably according 
to their functions, resulting in the recreational, admin- 
istrative and teaching parts being separated but suit- 
ably related, and the noisy departments isolated. 
The main approach from Mold-road, which is to 
become a dual carriageway, leads into a large forecourt 
and car park with a bicycle park near by. 

Around the large entrance hall, which has walls of 
specially designed tiles depicting the Welsh Dragon, 
are grouped the assembly hall and the main lecture 
theatre. From it there is access to the cloakrooms, 
students’ common rooms and the dining-room, all on 
this floor, whilst upstairs is the exhibition hall, the 
library and administrative offices, all comprising one 
group. 

The assembly hall, which seats 890, has been designed 
as a multi-purpose hall and is panelled in figured 
European ash. There is an ample and well-equipped 
stage including an orchestra pit under the removable 
fore-stage, dressing rooms, a green room, stage 
manager’s and assistant manager’s offices and work- 
shop. ‘he equipment includes a loudspeaker system 
and there is a film projection room equipped for sound. 

As the assembly hall has fixed seats the two common 
rooms have been designed so that they can be thrown 


into one large room including the corridor for social 
functions. 


The dining-room for 250 has french doors to a 
terrace and a kitchen which is large and fully equipped. 
Special provision has been made for serving refresh- 
ments during evening functions. 


The gymnasium and music departments have been 
planned together as a separate group at the rear in 
order to be in close proximity to the playing fields 
and so that noise shall not disturb other departments. 
The gymnasium has changing rooms and store rooms 
larger than usual as they are also intended for simul- 
taneous use for outdoor games. "There is an ample 
paved area for open-air physical training with good 
access to the gymnasium equipment stores. 


On the left of the entrance hall is situated the main 
teaching wing, planned on two floors with rooms on 
either side of a wide corridor, a special feature being 
the built-in showcases and the students’ lockers which 
are heated and ventilated. This wing contains on 
the ground floor several general-purpose classrooms 
besides the domestic science and commerce depart- 
ments, and upstairs are the bakery and art depart- 
ments, as well as staff common rooms and lavatories, 
including some for students. 


The domestic science department has a great 
variety of equipment and it includes dressmaking and 


February 19 


1954 








Febri 


ary 19 





ain 

on 
ing 
ich 

on 
yms 
urt- 
art- 
ies, 


reat 
and 


1954 











Febri 


iry 19 1954 


THE B 


An aerial view of the college. 


needlework rooms. The bakery has its own lecture 
theatre with a sliding partition facing the bakery, so 
that demonstrations can be given to a class. ‘There is 
an electric lift from the ground floor for bringing up 
supplies, and also a kiosk on the landing for the sale 
of cakes to students. 

This wing can also be approached at the far end by 
a separate entrance from Mold-road leading to a lofty 
stair hall under the tower. 

The science department forms a separate wing 
connected to this hall and consists of a number of 
large laboratories on the ground floor with a lecture 
theatre and also, at the rear entrance, a storeroom for 
the reception of materials for general use in the 
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college. Upstairs there are several classrooms which 
have been designed to be extended, if necessary, over 
the remainder of the science department on the 
ground floor. 


The building department, which includes a brick- 
laying workshop, carpentry and joinery workshops, 
with woodworking machinery, a plumbers’ workshop 
and a building science laboratory, is planned as a 
separate group in order to prevent noise disturbing 
other departments. It is so sited that materials are 
easily delivered and stored from the service road 
which runs across the site from Plas Coch-road as 
far as the kitchen, which it also serves. Under this 
department is situated the boiler house. There is a 
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resident engineer’s house near by in a position suitable 
for controlling vehicles entering by the service road. 

The external walls are of 23-in. bricks with window 
heads, cills and copings of light coloured artificial 
stone. Near the main entrance there are five panels 
of Portland stone carved in bas-relief depicting the 
work of the college and Mr. Darsie Rawlins has also 
carved three more depicting the arts for the assembly 
hall. ‘The high walls of the exhibition hall over the 
entrance have recessed brick courses. Steel windows 
are used throughout. 

The construction, except for the assembly hall, the 
gymnasium, workshops and the tower, which are steel 
framed, is in reinforced concrete with brick facings, 
the cavity walls having breeze block inner leaves. 

As mining takes place in the vicinity and as there is a 
disused mine under the site, special foundations have 
been designed to minimise possible subsidence. "They 
consist of inverted ‘‘ T’’ beams 4 ft. 6 in. deep with 
foundation slabs 2 ft. 6 in. wide. 'These beams 
distribute the load from the columns which are at 
10 ft. centres. Expansion joints are provided at 
90 ft. centres and also at junctions of various wings 
and they consist of twin columns above foundation 
level. Weathering is by means of soft copper vertical 
expansion strips situated immediately behind the 
brick facings or behind the artificial-stone co’um1 
facings between windows. 

All ground floors are suspended and consist of 
precast trough-shaped beams spanning 10 ft. and 
supported on concrete lintol and brick piers at 5 ft. 
centres in the case of rooms, but without piers in the 
case of ducts under corridors. "The space under 
ground-floors is used for services from the mains 
situated in the ducts which are of walking height. 

With few exceptions the first-floors and flat roofs 
are of in-situ concrete of trough form spanning 26 ft. 
from outer wall beams to corridor beams, the overall 
depth being 17 in. of which 2 in. is taken up by the 
top slab. ‘The ribs are at 2 ft. centres. ‘The first 
floors, in general, have a 2 in. reinforced concrete 
floating slab laid on building paper and glass wool to 
reduce transmission of sound due to impact. As 
loads in technical colleges are rather variable and may 
be heavy, all floors have been designed for super- 
imposed loads of 100 Ib. per sq. ft. plus an allowance 
for partitions. "The library floor has been specially 
designed to support island book-cases although these 
are not required at present. 

The finishes on floating floors consist of wood 
blocks, rubber or plastic tile, but for hard finishes such 
as terrazzo the floating construction has not been used. 
Ceilings generally consist of 2 ft. square acoustic fibre 
board tiles screwed to a grid of pressed steel members 
suspended from the concrete ribs to give sufficient 
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Block “‘D”’ and assembly hall : ground- and first- 
floor plans. 


room for services, which are accessible because any 
number of tiles can be removed at will. 

Partition walls are non-load bearing and are of 
breeze blocks, and cross partitions are located either 
on columns or midway between columns to suit 
fenestration. Allowance has been made for carrying 
partitions on this basis wherever they may be required 
by any future alterations to layout of rooms. 

Wings which are now of one floor only have been 
constructed to take an additional storey and for this 
purpose continuity bars are brought above roof level 
and encased in weak concrete and asphalt. 

The flat roofs have foamed slag screeds covered with 
rock asphalt dressed with white spar chippings for 
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solar reflection. Expansion joints in roofs consist of 
twin kerbs with specially designed lead flashings. 
Where north light is required the construction is by 
reinforced concrete shell back plastered inside with 
vermiculite for insulation and covered with asphalt. 

The pitched roofs of the assembly hall, gymnasium 
and workshops are of felt on woodwool with steel 
principals. It was intended to use copper sheeting 
but this was not procurable at the time. 

Roof lights for corridors are mostly of rectangular 
moulded glass, but glass and concrete roof lights, lan- 
terns and patent glazing are also used where appropriate. 

In the tower and on stairs large areas of light are 
provided by glass bricks. In the tower provision has 
been made for cleaning by hanging cradles from the 
ceiling. Glass bricks are also used in fume chambers 
built into windows. 

Special attention has been given to acoustical treat- 
ment to provide suitable conditions for teaching and 
to ensure quietness. In addition to the floating floors 
the other measures generally used are rubber paving 
in corridors and acoustic tiles with suspended ceilings. 

The assembly hall, which has a sloping floor and 
upholstered seats which are adjustable for rake, has 
been designed as a multi-purpose hall to provide 
reasonable conditions for both speech and music with 
a suitable degree of resonance due to the use of 
plywood panelling around the proscenium and on the 
side walls. Absorption is provided by the use of 
acoustic plaster on the ceiling margins and _ frieze 
and under the balcony and back walls, added to which 
the seats have the bottoms perforated to reduce the 
audience diversity factor. The splays around the 
proscenium are designed as reflectors, as is part of the 
ceiling which has hard plaster. 


In the principal lecture theatre use is made of 
perforated plaster board lined with tissue paper behind 
to provide the necessary absorption. The music 
practice rooms have double partition walls lined with 


View of main staircase. 


fibre board on battens and the floors consist of solid 
concrete beams isolated by cork strip. 

The steel windows are of the maximum possible 
size to give adequate light taking into account that 
with few exceptions it was not possible to light rooms 
on two sides. Venetian-type aluminium blinds are 
therefore provided when necessary to prevent glare. 
The assembly hall has pleated blinds to provide 
adequate darkness and protection from the sun under 
certain conditions. The large lecture theatre has roller 
window blinds and electrically operated daylight blinds 
controlled by the lecturer. The majority of classroom 
windows are hand operated but, where suitable, flexible 
remote control gear is installed for operating the 
larger windows elsewhere and for opening lantern lights. 

Floor finishes in classrooms are largely of beech 
wood blocks but mahogany blocks are used in work- 
shops and teak blocks in laboratories. Oak strip floors 
are used in the gymnasium and on the stage. The 
common rooms and corridor into which they open 
have Gurjun strip floors on wood battens laid on hair 
felt which gives some small degree of resilience. 
Corridor floors, the gangways in the assembly hall, 
the library and other principal rooms have rubber tiles. 

Heating is by accelerated low-temperature hot water 
with steam boilers and calorifiers. Radiators are of 
the hospital type and in corridors and the entrance hall 
they are concealed behind louvred grilles. In the 
assembly hall and other important rooms convection 
heaters are used, and in the exhibition hall heating is 
by radiant panels up to dado height but which also 
provide convected heat at high level by introducing 
air behind a false wall used for exhibition purposes. 

In workshops unit-type heaters are used. Stage 
dressing rooms are heated by convector heaters from 
the hot water system for use, if required, in summer. 
Provision is made for maintaining a suitable tempera- 
ture in the library and offices during vacations by 
electric heaters. "The landscape architect engaged on 





View from top of main staircase. 
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the scheme was Mr. Walter L. Irvine, AILA. Follow- 
ing is a list of the sub-contractors:— 





Hughes and Lancaster, pump for outfall drain ; Engineering Service 
Installations, sanitary plumbing, electrical installation; Henry Hope 
and Sons, Ltd., patent glazing to workshop; W. G. Kaleyards, Ltd., 
metal windows and doors ; Keighley Lifts, Ltd., electric service lift to 





ms bakery ; Manchester Slate Co., slate roofing to cottage ; Penmaenmawr 
are and ‘Trinidad Lake Co., asphalt roofing and tanking, tarmac pavings ; 
re Seward and Co., Ltd., heating installation and engineering services ; 
og Danks of Netherton, Ltd., boilers ; Sturtevant Engineering Co., vacuum 
ide cleaning plant; Tentest Fibre Board Co., Ltd., suspended ceilings ; 
jer Frank White Co., constructional steelwork. : 
lee F W. F. S. Holt and Co., steel rolling shutters for kitchen ; Conways 

e (Tiles and Terrazzo), Ltd., wall tiling and terrazzo flooring ; Tuxford, 
ids Ltd., workshop floor tiling ; J. Avery and Co., Ltd., venetian blinds ; 
om Hall Manufacturing Co., safety curtain ; Quiggan Bros., Ltd., wrought 


balustrades and handrails and ornamental ironwork; W. S. Hurst and 
Co., seating to lecture theatres ; Viger Bros., hardwood strip and block 
floors ; Rubery Owen and Co., steel lockers ; Lockerbie and Wilkinson, 
Ltd., wire mesh lockers; Hills (West Bromwich), Ltd., blinds for 
assembly hall; Carter and Co., Ltd., glazed wall and floor tiling ; 
Compton Bros., glazing ; Sharrocks, Ltd., painting; W. A. Tellings, 
Ltd., plastering ; D. Anderson and Sons, Ltd., felt roofing ; Leaderflush 
Ltd., flush doors ; Semtex, Ltd., rubber and semastic tile flooring ; 
Harris and Sheldon, Ltd., showcase fittings. 














ors . J. Furze and Co., stage lighting equipment ; John Nicholls and 
“he Son, Ltd., library shelving and joinery ; Sutton and Carr, seeding an 
planting ; F. H. Adams and Sons, upholstered seating in entrance hall ; 
yen Artpamal Signs, Ltd., door numerals; Chester and Dist. Blind Society, 
air door mats ; British Reinforced Concrete, steel reinforcement ; E. Hill 
Aldam, Ltd., sliding and folding door gear; Henry A. Clegg, Ltd., 
ice: foundation stones ; Ferroconcrete, Ltd. and Liverpool Artificial Stone 
all Co., artificial stone; J. A. King and Co., Ltd., glascrete rooflights ; 
’ I. W. Ide, Ltd., dome lights ; Lenscrete, Ltd., glass pavement lights ; 
les. Musgraves, Ltd., sanitary fittings. 
. Moore and Brock, Ltd., sanitary fittings for cottage ; Wm. Thomas» 
iter Ltd., door frames and linings, joinery ; Kaleyards, Ltd., metal screen 
of for workshop ; Frank White, Ltd., structural steelwork ; Tarmac, Ltd., 
all precast floor units; Henry Hope, Ltd., caretaker’s cottage windows ; 
1a Adrian Stokes, Ltd., ironmongery ; Mr. Darsie Rawlings, carved stone 
the panels ; W. and G. Sissons, Ltd., stainless steel sinks ; James Stott 
; and Co., kitchen equipment and water boiler ; Williams and Watson, 
ion Ltd., glass dome ; Wm. Sugg, Ltd., gas incinerators ; Greenwoods and 
r iS Airvac Ventilating Co, grilles and vents; GB-Kalee, Ltd., seating 
Iso for assembly hall; Buckley Junction Metallic Brick Co., Ltd., facing 
Pas bricks ; Pilkington Bros., Ltd., glass bricks. 
ing 
- 
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View of the assembly hall from the balcony. 
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View of main entrance. 


COAL OFFICES AT THE RAILWAY GOODS STATION, CAMBRIDGE 


Quantity Surveyors 


Architects 


BUCKINGHAM & BERRY 


PHILIP PANK & PARTNERS 


HIS building for Austin Beales 
and Co., Ltd., has been 
erected at a new coal yard at Cam- 
bridge goods station, claimed to be 
the most up-to-date in Europe. 
The programme called for a large 
display hall to exhibit solid burning 
fuel appliances in conjunction with 
an order counter, accounts, man- 
ager’s and clerks’ offices with their 
necessary lavatories. A weighbridge 
office was also required and in the 
basement a canteen, locker rooms 
and lavatories laid out in a similar 
manner to pithead baths for the 
use of the drivers, roundsmen and 
yard workers. 

The site was in the shape of a 
trapezoid and was part of a shallow 
“borrow pit’’ from which earth 
had been taken to make up the rail- 
way. ‘The winter water table was 
only 18 in. below ground level 
in this pit and the subsoil was clay 
and marl. Foundations were, for 
this reason, kept shallow and the 


load well spread; where a_ bad 
bottom was obtained they were 
reinforced. 


At the time when the project was 
first submitted, steel and concrete 


were very short and the building has 
been carried out with timber floors 
and roof on load-bearing brickwork, 
only three light RSJ’s being used. 
‘The external walls are in sand- 
faced Fletton bricks to ground- 
floor level and Charnwood’s golden 





Builder 


WILLIAM SINDALL 


above. ‘The display hall is 
roofed with light gauge copper on 
light wood trusses and the flat 
roofs are on timber joists covered 
with ‘‘Stramit’’ board and three 
layers of bituminous felt. The 
large frame and doors to the display 


brown 





View of weighbridge office and main office. 
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hall are in “ Iroko”’ and the internal 
walls there have a 4-ft. dado of 
Emalux. All ground-floor internal 
doors are flush gaboon stained to 
match the fireplace and fittings in 
the display hall. Suspended floors 
are covered with Seraya and in the 
display hall in oak; the staircase 
is concrete covered with cork tiles 
and the lavatories are floored in 
encaustic tile. 

It was decided to use the most 
up-to-date solid fuel boiler in the 
basement, and here a mechanical 
stoker has been installed. Heating 
is by low-pressure hot water and 
domestic water is supplied from a 
calorifier. In practice the stoker 
has been found slightly noisy and a 
corrugated asbestos ceiling has been 
built over the boiler-house with sand 
pugging between joists, and this 
has cured the trouble. 

As the ground-floor stands some 
3 ft. 6 in. above the pavement level, 
it was necessary to build a rein- 
forced concrete ramped bridge to 
the front entrance. "This is sup- 
ported on brick piers and partly on 
one of the gate piers to the yard 
gate. Concrete steps had also to 
be taken down to the canteen en- 
trance at the rear. 

Externally, the building is 
decorated in very dark green and 
ivory. The hardwood is waxed and 
the Finlock gutters painted cream 
Snowcem with duck egg blue 
soffits. Internally, the display 
hall has ivory coloured walls with a 


eorth = embenkment 






* Locker — 
Room 


boundory 


Se 


< Conteen 
2 


orth embankment 


vam \ el SU 


10 Ss oO 
i 


Bosement Pion 


THE BUILDER 339 





View in display hall looking towards the accounts office. 


blue ceiling and ivory and café au Ltd., Norwich; hardwood floors, 
lait cornice. ‘The alcove containing Hollis Bros., Ltd., Hull ; ironmongery, 
the desk has a pillar box red ceiling. hs _ — W = — W a 
Cities tae ambi cceem cali on; steel joists, railings and gates, 
joe pantie tis d ata ‘alis 8 Boulton and Paul, Ltd., Norwich ; 
and terra cotta and beige walls Or glazed cement surfaces, Ellis and Sons, 
arctic blue ceilings with honey- Ltd., Leicester; heating, Kerridge, 
suckle and chamois walls. All win- Cambridge; electric wiring and fit- 
dows and reveals are in ivory and tings, Electrical Wiring and Repair 
have cream terrazzo cills. Following Co., Ltd., Cambridge ; sanitary ware, 
is a list of sub-contractors . Grooves and Co., Ltd., Braintree. 

Copper roof, Brodrick Insulated All the joinery was made by the main 
Structures, Ltd., Woking ; flat roofing contractors, including special fittings 
and vertical DPC, Bond and Lacey, _ in the display hall. 
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Front elevation. 


HOUSE AT JUDGE'S WALK, NORWICH 


Architect 
E. R. CRANE, DSC, FRIBA 


HIS house was built by Mr. E. R. Crane for his 

own occupation. Judge’s-walk is an old avenue 

of elms joining two main roads and is secluded with 

Edwardian houses and is fully developed. It is about 
a quarter of a mile from the City boundary. 


‘The materials used were :—Local multi-red brick 
and cream ‘Tyrolean finish rendering to accord with 
the treatment of Edwardian houses in the same road. 
Roof, sand-faced pantiles; windows, rustproof steel 
in wood frames. Suspended floors to landing, bath- 
room, bedrooms two and four, and stairs reinforced 
concrete with cork tiles. Floor of lounge Jap maple ; 
other floors deal, generally. Lounge fireplace, recon- 
structed Hoptonwood stone in two colours. | Doors 
Gaboon-faced ply. Handrails, hatch, etc., in maho- 
gany. External paint, biscuit colour. 


The lead figure on the front elevation was found on 
a builder’s scrap heap. 


Internal treatment: ‘Kitchen, larder, bathroom, 
w.c. are painted ; kitchen and bathroom, tile dado ; 
hall landing and porches, emulsion paint. Other 
rooms, distemper. Doors and hardwood have been 
polished ; except in kitchen, larder, bathroom, w.c. 


Builders 
ROG) CARTER, LED 


and sash door. Larder tiled with old marble slabs. 
Kitchen cupboards round all walls. Service hatch 
with through drainers and cupboards to dining-room. 
Salt cupboard in chimney breast over boiler flue. 


Central heating : Radiators to hall, landing, lounge 
and bathroom with Ideal NC41 boiler in kitchen, 
calorifier in airing cupboard and electric tubular 
heater in dining-room. Gas cooker. Built-in ceiling 
lights to bathroom and kitchen. Light to front door, 
copper yacht riding light. 


Internal colour scheme :—Lounge—Champagne walls 
except end walls which are Ruabon red ; skirtings 
warm stone ; ceiling ivory. Dining-room—Cream and 
champagne. Hall—Cream and side wall next lounge, 
terra cotta; skirtings Ruabon red. Kitchen—Tiled 
dado, powder blue; walls, doors and cupboards 
mushroom ; ceiling cream ; skirtings and architrave 
fillets cardinal red. 


Bedroom 1—Walls and ceilings shell pink ; fireplace 
and wardrobe walls and skirtings mushroom ; ward- 
robe wall lined out in ivory. Bedroom 2—Ceiling and 
paintwork shell pink; walls ivory. Bedroom 3— 
Walls cream ; paint warm stone. Bedroom 4+—Dove 
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Rear elevation. 


grey walls, ivory paintwork with skirtings Ruabon 
red. Bathroom and w.c.— Cream with light blue 
doors. 

Garden layout :—Two 20-year-old apple trees were 
moved from the site of the house and are thriving in 
the corners of the herbaceous border. All plants have 
been kept small except in herbaceous border. Step- 
ping stones have been placed in lawn where linen line 
is erected. The garden has been kept as simple as 
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possible to save labour and provide as much open 
space as possible for the children and to give feeling 
of size. Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 


Bricks, roof tiles and ironmongery, R. J. Ruymp and 
Sons, Ltd. ; hot water and central heating, A. Pank and 
Sons, Ltd.; plumbing, W. J. and F. Taylor; electric 
wiring, Fishers (Norwich), Ltd. ; stone fireplace, Empire 
Stone Co. ; metal windows, Rustproof Metal Window Co. ; 
paint and distemper, Walpamur, Ltd. 
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ALTERATIONS 
TO SHOWROOMS 
AT NEW OXFORD 

STREET, WCl 

Architects 


TAYLER & GREEN, FF.RIBA 


Builders 
COURTNEY POPE, LTD. 


Entrance front. 
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HIS is the first stage in a series of alterations to 
be gradually carried out through the whole 
building. The existing steel-framed building designed 
by Robert Atkinson in 1929 is on Crown land, so that 
the exterior, designed in the usual strictly controlled 
manner, may not now be altered to any extent. ‘The 
present alteration enlarges the shop and also forms a 
new entrance door and window by removing a passage 
on the ground floor and some gramophone record 
audition rooms on the mezzanine floor. It was found 
that the mezzanine floor slab was suspended from the 
steel frame above and was not supported from below, 
thus freeing the whole ground-floor shop area. 


As the upper and lower floors of the building are all 
in the future to be used for retail trade, the existing 
lift and stairs had to be made both more accessible 
and more obviously visible to the public. ‘The two 
doors and lobby to the stairs were an LCC require- 
ment for fire reguiations. 


For the new window to New Oxford-street, the 
existing opening was slightly widened, the frameless 
glass set well back and the reveals lined with white tiles 
to liven up the existing black granite facing. For the 
same reason bright metals like polished copper, brass 
and steel were used on the outside and also a small new 
display window was pierced through the wide pier to 
the left of the new entrance. The door frame and 
the letters ‘“‘ Imhofs’”’ are in copper, the horizontal 
transome in brass. A small new display case on the 
wall next to the entrance door relieves the large area 
of existing black granite. 

The inside of the shop opened up to the street 
becomes a large display area, necessarily more 
dependent on the quality of the display than of the 
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architectural background. The background formed 
here is mainly in white and scarlet; white for the 
marble floor, ceilings, radiators and glass light fittings; 
scarlet linoleum for the facing of the whole wall at 
right angles to New Oxford-street. "This display wall is 
punctured for inserting brass rods to support display 
items and plants. 


The mezzanine floor is covered with linoleum in 
grey and white tiles with small inserts of primary 
colours, red, yellow, green and black; the display 
wall is red linoleum as below. "The new balustrade 
which will later be continued round the whole 
mezzanine front is in polished brass, satin chrome and 
white stoved enamel. It is kept as light and open in 
character as possible. 

An important feature of the interior is the large 
mirror covering the entire wall immediately inside the 
entrance door. This helps to “‘ enlarge ’’ the restricted 
area available for the shop. The varying reflections 
from this mirror and the adjoining plate-glass window 
mingles the street scene outside with the interior in a 
remarkable way. 

In addition to plants hung in pots on the display 
wall, a large hole has been made in the marble floor 
in the corner nearest the south facing window, for a 
permanent climber. "The drainage of this plant hole 
is effected through the basement underneath. 

Between lift and stairs is a signboard to guide the 
public to the other departments. Lettering is on glass 
over dark green watered silk, one piece of glass listing 
the floors being acid etched, the other piece having 
temporary painted letters, changed when necessary. 

The materials used for walls and floors, all chosen 
for good appearance and hard wear, include lino, 
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Original plans (ground and mezzanine) and (right) the altered portion. 
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Ground-floor entrances 
to lift and stairs. 


tiles, hardwood, marble, plastic sheeting, and mirror 
glass with steel skirtings throughout. Decorated 
plaster surfaces are used only on ceilings. 

Electric lighting is by tungsten lamps except in 
the stair lobbies, where fluorescent tubes over an 
aluminium “ egg-crate’’ ceiling are used. Following 
is a list of sub-contractors and suppliers :— 

White Bros., structural brickwork and _ plastering ; 
Fenning and Co., Ltd., white marble flooring to ground 
floor ; Carter and Co. (London), Ltd., white glazed frost- 
proof tiling to entrances; Catesbys, Ltd., linoleum to 


display wall, mezzanine floor and other walls ; Haden and 
Sons, Ltd., central heating, hot water, radiators and pipes 
ground and mezzanine floors ; Connelly Bros., Ltd., hide 
to mezzanine balcony columns; Alfred Imhof, Ltd., 
electrical installation, metal balustrade to mezzanine, glass 
sign boards to ground and mezzanine floor; display 
walls and fittings, electric light fittings, painting and 
decorating; Merchant Adventurers, Ltd., electric light 
fittings to edge of mezzanine balcony ; Lettering Centre, 
lettering on glass signboards; Liberty and Co., glazed 
flower pots; Heal and Son, chairs; James Bruton and 
Sons, Ltd., vitreous enamel on door handles ; D. W. Price, 
Ltd., plate glass mirrors. 


ALTERATIONS TO SHOWROOMS AT NEW OXFORD STREET, WCt1 


Mezzanine floor 
over display area. 
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“HARLOW FOR INDUSTRY” 
What the New Town has to Offer Industrialists 


OME of the advantages that the new 

town of Harlow, Essex, has to offer 
industry were explained to members of the 
national and technical Press on February 13 
by Mr. R. R. Costain, CBE, FIOB, chair- 
man of the Development Corporation, and 
by Mr. W. E. Adams, CBE, the general 
manager. The party afterwards toured the 
new town to see at first hand the progress 
being achieved. 

The occasion for the visit was the launch- 
ing by the Corporation of a * new publica- 
tion, which describes what has already been 
done in Harlow in the building of new 
factories and outlines the scope for future 
expansion. 

Emphasising the advantages that a self- 
contained unit such as Harlow had to offer 
the people who came to work there by way 
of eliminating tedious and expensive daily 
journeys, and so on, Mr. ADAMS said that 
the employer also reaped some of this 
benefit, for investigations carried out at 
Harlow had shown that the pleasant condi- 
tions the town offered were reflected in 
higher productivity on the part of the 
workers. Another significant fact was that 
over half of the industrialists who had taken 
factories in Harlow had already applied to 
the Corporation for extensions to their pre- 
mises. The Development Corporation, he 
said, hoped to complete the town in the 
Next nine years. 

Mr. Costain said that the Corporation 
Was committed to building a self-contained 

** Harlow for Industry.’’ Published by the Harlow 
panclopment Corporation, Terlings, Harlow, Essex. 


town with all the industry and services 
necessary for 80,000 people. They began 
with a practically clean sheet—fewer than 
5,000 people in the area six years ago. 
Next month they hoped to open their 4,000th 
house and would this year complete 2,000 
houses. 


“A continuing flow of progressive modern 
industry is the life-blood of this town and is 


A STANDARD 
FACTORY AT 
HARLOW NEW TOWN 


Exterior of the factory 
occupied by Revertex, Ltd. 


vitally necessary to sustain so massive a 
housing programme,” he declared. Substan- 
tial progress had already been made in 
attracting industry to Harlow. Forty-two 
factories covering over 300,000 sq. ft. were 
already operating, whilst another 10, cover- 
ing a further 300,000 sq. ft.. were in building. 
Additional industrial development, with 14 
factories covering nearly a million sq. ft., 
had been secured. Nearly 4,000 workers 
had found employment in the town, half 
of them being engaged on the Eastern In- 
dustrial Estate. 

It had been equally important to secure a 
proper balance of industry and employment 


An intermediate factory occupied by Plyglass, Ltd., with a special purpose factory 
in the background. 








346 


THE BUILDER 





Front view of sectional factories on the Eastern Industrial Estate. 


so that Harlow would be cushioned against 
possible recessions in any one particular 
trade. Mr. Costain referred to the wide 
range of factories established, and the even 
wider range of industrial processes already 
being carried on. Thought had been given 
also to provide a satisfactory balance as 
between men and women workers and to 
secure the service industry necessary to 
sustain the large population engaged in 
direct production. 

“In the highly competitive conditions of 
international trade to-day,” said Mr. Costain, 
“proper emphasis is being given to the re- 
equipment of industry for maximum effici- 
ency and increased productivity. Here is 
a whole town being equipped for efficiency 
and offering not merely good working condi- 
tions in modern factories, but fine, healthy 
living conditions for the workers, who cycle 
to work by special short-cut cycle tracks 
or walk to their employment in five or ten 
minutes, instead of arriving fatigued after 
an hour’s struggle to work. Here, too, in- 
dustry need no longer bear the uneconomic 
burdens imposed by increasing congestion in 
the metropolis.” 

But housing and industry were not 
enough. It took more than this to make 
a real town. Recently there had been some 
criticism that social provision in the new 
towns was falling behind. Here, however, 
new shopping centres, schools, playing fields, 
playgrounds, public houses, churches, com- 
munity centres and tenants’ common rooms 
were already in use, and others were now 
building, so such criticisms were scarcely 
true of Harlow. 


Progressive modern industrialists of the 
type already settled in Harlow had seen 
and proved for themselves what Harlow had 
to offer. But many others in congested, in- 
efficient conditions in the London area were 
still unaware of the opportunities that 
awaited them in the new towns. Harlow, 
he declared, was “one of the places where 
the industrial future of this country is being 
made.” 


TYPES OF FACTORY 
The new booklet describes and illustrates 
the three types of factory that are being 
erected by the Development Corporation, 
the standard, the intermediate and the sec- 
tional factory. All these are designed by 
the Corporation’s own architects. 


The standard factory consists of a single- 
storey production area of some 14,000 sq. 


ft. with a two-storey administration block 
of 5,000 sq. ft. and a boiler house and fuel 
store. Methods of construction have varied 
according to the availability of materials. 
The design and construction provide a very 
high standard of daylighting, thermal insu- 
lation and sound absorption. 


The intermediate factory consists of a 
single-storey production area of approxi- 
mately 5,184 sq. ft., a boiler house and fuel 
store of 220 sq. ft., with a single-storey ad- 
ministration block of 1,347 sq. ft. The pro- 
duction area has a steel framework designed 
on a 24 ft. by 24 ft. grid. Standards of 
daylighting, thermal insulation and sound 
absorption are the same as for the standard 
factory. 


The sectional factory has a total area of 
2,100 sq. ft. and comprises a self-contained 
unit complete with an _ office, lavatory 
accommodation and storage space. 

In addition, sites are available on 99-year 
leases for industrialists to erect their own 
factories, and in this case the Corporation’s 
architects are willing to assist in design and 
the Corporation can give considerable 
financial help in suitable cases. 


DOVER SEA FRONT 
Flats Scheme Rejected 


Dover BorouGH CouNcIL have now been 
told by the planning committee of the Kent 
County Council that the committee cannot 
approve the design of the proposed multi- 
storeyed flats on the Dover sea front in their 
present form. 

A decision had been deferred until the 
views of the Royal Fine Art Commission 
were known. The commission rejected the 
design because it considered a continuous 
block of flats along the sea front would be 
detrimental to amenities and because the 
flats would be too high. 

The county planning committee say they 
agree with the commission’s views. They 
have expressed the further opinion that the 
view of Dover Castle and cliffs from Marine 
Parade as well as from the sea should be 
taken into account when a fresh design is 
presented. 


PLANNING CAREERS 


A revised edition of “ Town and Country 
Planning,” No. 41 of the Careers for Men 
and Women series of booklets, is now ob- 
tainable from the Stationery Office, price 6d. 
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KENT DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Public Inquiry to be Held 


HE Kent planning committee has 
analysed the 212 objections which the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
has received to the Kent Development Plan 
(Part B), which is to be the subject of q 
public inquiry at Erith, starting on March 
23. 


Bexley Borough and _ Strood Rural 
Councils, two of the nine authorities whose 
areas are covered by the Plan, are not 
lodging objections, and the sole objection 
of the Gravesend Borough Council is to 
the County Council’s planning policy of 
preventing the further spread of Gravesend 
east of Thong-lane on to land of high agri- 
cultural value. 

A major issue has been raised by the 
Dartford Rural Council and the Sutton-at- 
Hone Parish Councils, who have proposed 
that greater urban expansion should be 
allowed at Swanley Junction. A limited 
company wants to carry out large-scale ex- 
pansion of Swanley Junction and Hextable. 

The London County Council is suggesting 
that the Plan should provide in the Hartley- 
Longfield area for a greatly expanded com- 
munity, chiefly to accommodate London 
overspill. 

Another important objection is by the 
South-Eastern Gas Board, which considers 
the Plan should provide east of Gravesend 
for a new regional gas works requiring an 
industrial site of 150 acres. The planning 
committee says that this is the first mention 
the Board has made of such a project. 

There are 11 objections included in the 
Plan on behalf of the Central Government 
—for example, designation of land for a new 
telephone exchange. 

Part A of the plan, relating to the rest of 
the administrative county, was the subject 
of a public inquiry held at Maidstone, 
Canterbury and Bromley rather more than 
a year ago. The Minister has not yet 
= his decision on that part of the 
plan. 


HOUSING IN GERMANY 


GERMAN ACHIEVEMENTS in housing in 
the Western zone, where production has 
been pushed up to well over 400,000 
units a year, have been as remarkable as 
that country’s industrial recovery since 
the war. High quality has had, however, 
to give way in some cases to high output, 
but now the Germans are to concentrate 
more on the raising of standards, par- 
ticularly in regard to using better materials. 

With this in mind a party of German 
architects, builders and economists, led 
by Dr. Ernst May, architect and town 
planner, have been on a visit to this country 
to study the British concrete roofing tile 
industry and to discuss the manufacture 
of concrete tiles and the supply of tile- 
making machinery. At a reception in 
London recently, arranged by _ the 
Cement and Concrete Association, MR. 
HEINRICH PLETT, the economist member 
of the party, explained that the supply of 
clay roofing tiles in northern Germany 
was inadequate to meet the growing needs, 
and they had been very interested to see 
the ‘‘ high degree of perfection ”’ of con- 
crete tiles produced in this country, 
which was something new to them. The 
visit was sponsored and organised by Mr. 
W. S. Powel, of the Anglo-Scottish Tool 
Co., Ltd. 
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PRIVATE ESTATE DEVELOPMENT: THE NEXT MOVE 


Mr. Arthur Kenyon’s Paper at the Chartered Auctioneers’ 
and Estate Agents’ Institute 


OME of the improvements in house design 
and estate layout that should receive 
attention in planning private enterprise hous- 
ing estates today were outlined ‘by Mr. 
ARTHUR KENYON, CBE, FRIBA, DisTP, 
MTPI, in a paper entitled “ Private Estate 
Development: The Next Move,” which he 
gave at a meeting of the Chartered Auc- 
tioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute, held in 
London on February 4, and from which we 
take the following extracts. Mr. Kenyon 
said: 

First of all, what do I mean by “the 
next move?” I think it is the next stage 
of building houses to sell to the would-be 
owners, which was interrupted by World War 
II and which has not yet started again, but 
which I think is about to commence and per- 
haps very much in earnest. The private 
developer in the past has made a big contri- 
bution to the housing of the nation and he 
can do so again. We have had a long pause 
and therefore time to think. A great deal of 
thought and study has been put into post-war 
housing by local authorities, and I think a 
definite improvement has been shown in this 
field of design. The state-aided housing pro- 
gramme has been a very expensive one, 
carried out mostly by local authorities who 
have employed architects throughout the 
country to design and carry out this work: 
the results of the bronze medal awards made 
by the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government show a great step forward on 
anything previously achieved, and whatever 
is done in our future private development 
should not fall short of these achievements. 
It is interesting to note that the Minister has 
decided that the awards for 1955 are to in- 
clude schemes for new buildings, also for 
conversions and improvements, carried out 
by private enterprise. 

Before the war the speculative builder 
knew that the last thing he wanted his houses 
to look like was a housing estate, and in his 
effort to get away from austerity he went as 
far as possible in the opposite direction and 
introduced something different to attract his 
potential clients and to give them what they 
wanted or what they liked. I think the same 
thing will perhaps happen again, but instead 
of going back to the somewhat romantic type 
of design, it may be that there will be a 
forward movement in the direction of better 
house planning and layout and simpler design, 
In this way I believe that private enterprise 
can give a direct lead by being more imagin- 
ative than is possible in state-aided housing. 


WHAT THE CLIENT WANTS 

It was perhaps possible to assess what 
people wanted in pre-war days, but I am 
doubtful whether it is just as easy to-day. 
As I have said, improvements have been 
made in the field of house design, and it is 
extremely difficult to know what influence 
this may have had, quite unknowingly, on the 
public mind, and although the would-be 
house owner might not want something en- 
tirely new he might want something differ- 
ent from and better than that which he was 
offered before. 

I am going to say right away that the 
estates which were developed for sale be- 
tween the two wars were no contribution 
to the domestic architecture of the country, 


and they failed as much in the general lay- 
out as they did in design. 

{ am aware from my pre-war experience 
at Welwyn Garden City that houses in a close 
or cul-de-sac were not so easy to sell as those 
facing a main street. This may still be so, 
and if it is the problem is a difficult one to 
solve satisfactorily, although there are ways 


of improving ,upon the _ interminable 
rows. of detached or semi-detached 


houses of which we have all too many ex- 
amples in our suburbs: but however this 
form of development is planned I think we 
shall find excessive lengths of roads and back 
lands often left undeveloped. Layout, then, 
is one of the first things to concentrate upon. 
In our post-war housing we have had the 
opportunity of dealing with new and larger 
estates of 100 or 200 houses or more, and 
this has given us a greater opportunity of 
grouping houses together and still making 
them part of the whole. The small estate 
is not so easy to bring into harmony with its 
known or unknown surroundings. Large and 
small estates must, therefore, be more care 
fully laid out than before, as it is by the care 
taken in this direction that more individuality 
can be given and monotony avoided. 

One very big problem in estates with indi- 
vidually owned houses is that any open 
spaces not owned by the occupiers become 
nobody’s business to look after and can so 
soon become untidy and desolate, and for 
that reason we are apt to content ourselves 
with verges and footpaths which are under 
the control of the local council. It may be 
that people will not be prepared to accept 
this limited type of layout when they see 
many—and there are many—well-kept coun- 
cil estates. 


LAYOUT AND LANDSCAPING 

After considering the planning aspect of 
estate development, and making certain refer- 
ences to finance, Mr. Kenyon continued: I 
believe that with careful grouping of houses 
we can make something most attractive of 
our estates, and it is to this arranging of 
houses as well as to the individual house that 
we have to pay particular attention. I should 
like to add a plea for better “ landscaping.” 
This is almost as bad a word as “ planning.” 
By landscaping I do not mean rows of cherry 
trees planted along a street, but open spaces 
and groups of trees arranged to fit in with 
the general planning rather than to accentuate 
vistas. Tree planting is about the cheapest 
thing I know: trees cost very little to main- 
tain and improve with age, which we cannot 
say of most other things. 

Above all, do let us be careful with 
materials: they are so importartt. Let us get 
back to good facing bricks and pleasantly 
coloured tiles: they are almost as important 
as the design. Well chosen colours for paint- 
work can very often put life into what might 
otherwise be a drab building. 

Before we can do our site planning in de- 
tail we must know the type of houses we 
are to build. What is likely to be the de- 
mand? Single houses, semi-detached (which 
are only common, I think, in this country), 
houses in terraces or flats? 

Architects know that houses in blocks of 
four or six are the easiest to handle where 
they are required in numbers. The early 
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estate developers knew this when they em- 
ployed architects such as the Brothers Adam 
or Nash to build such squares as Bedford- 
square and Regent’s Park, and earlier still 
when the Temple, Gray’s Inn-square and 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields were built. 

The single house in its own surroundings 
can have great charm and individuality, but 
in numbers close together they can be mono- 
tonous. In pairs they are rather like Siamese 
twins, living separate lives but joined together 
by a spine wall. I believe if we could do 
away with the semi-detached house we should 
end quite a lot of our design worries. I hand 
this out to you to think about. 

Is there any demand for the three-storey 
terrace house? These were very common in 
the Regency period in many parts of the 
country and very charming they were too. 
They have been adopted in some housing 
estates and J am told they have proved very 
satisfactory for the larger family. 


HEATING AND DESIGN 

Have we made any advance in the internal 
arrangement of the house? I think we have 
just a little, but not as much as has been 
made abroad, and one of the reasons for 
this may be our lack of adequate heating. 
Whether or not people like what is called 
the “ open plan” we cannot do this success- 
fully unless the house is wholly heated. In 
countries such as America, Canada, Scandi- 
navia, where there is no question of houses 
not being heated, they have become much 
more flexible in their planning, and rooms 
opening off one another or out of one an- 
other, avoiding passage and halls, are quite 
common. I have built. what I call my 
“flexible” house with folding partitions in 
the place of walls so that a choice of plan 
to fit varying circumstances is made possible 
by the owner himself. It is not easy to 
ascertain how successful these houses are, 
because it is difficult to keep in touch with 
the tenants, but I heard from one family 
that they open all the partitions in the 
summer and close them in the winter to get 
smaller and more cosy rooms in the coider 
weather. 


I think I should say something about 
central heating, although I do not wish to 
go into it fully. The extremes of tempera- 
ture in this country are not so great as to 
make central heating a necessity and it may 
therefore be a luxury, but it would enable 
planning to be freer if the whole house were 
warm, as we should not be planning against 
the draughts of which everybody so quickly 
complains. 

A marked step forward has been taken in 
the insulation of a house and it is now quite 
common to make the inner part of the outer 
wall in an insulating block rather than in 
brickwork. The solid ground floor is warmer 
than the timber joisted floor with an air 
space under, and the roof space is usually 
insulated above the first floor ceiling. Un- 
fortunately the boarded roof below the tiles 
has gone in the timber economy drive. There 
is no doubt that careful insulation assists in 
keeping the interior of the house warm. 


THE LABOUR-SAVING HOUSE 


One thing we must study more and more 
is the labour-saving house. How do we plan 
for the economical running of the house? 
There are many things to be done which 
no labour saving gadgets will solve, although 
of course they will assist. Let us take bed- 
rooms for instance. Beds are easier to make 
if they are not up against a wall, but more 
space is required. If wardrobes and dressing 
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tables were built in there would be less 
cleaning around them, or a dressing room 
with fitted wardrobes and a lavatory basin 
might be the right thing when the sleeping 
room could then be made smaller. 


The-kitchen and the meals room have re- 
cently been planned with only a division be- 
tween them, which makes the serving of 
meals simple. If the meals room is required 
as a separate compartment then the carrying 
of food and dishes to and from this room 
will be a more lengthy process. Is it best 
to have a kitchen with a separate dining 
room and separate living room, or a larger 
kitchen and one living room, or again a small 
kitchen with a meals and living room com- 
bined? It is difficult to decide these prob- 
lems where we are building for the general 
purchaser and not for individual requirements 
as the plan does to some extent dictate a 
method of living. All these methods have 
been tried out since the war, but it is ex- 
tremely difficult to ascertain what families 
would prefer if they were given the choice. 

Where space permits there is a great deal 
to commend a small general purpose room, 
apart from the other rooms. I think this 
general purpose room could be used in so 
many ways to suit the individuals—as a quiet 
room to get away from the family, wireless 
or television, as a sewing room, children’s 
play room or as a workshop. I regard a 
place for laundry work as another essential. 
We cannot disguise the fact that the bulk 
of the clothes washing is still done at home 
and it is quite a big item in the housewife’s 
work. Washing machines have been placed 
in the kitchen, but the kifchen is not a very 
satisfactory place to do this work, and a 
small room adjacent to the kitchen would, 
I believe, be a boon. This room should be 
equipped with drying cupboards and with 
ironing facilities. 

The other space which is lacking is a 
really large store-room for storing articles 
not in everyday use. The attic or the space 
in the roof supplied this want to some extent, 
but the present timber economy in the size 
of ceiling joists does not allow this space 
to be safely used and, after all, was it very 
convenient? It is not easy in the small house 
to find a place for these rooms, but if we 
are to make houses easy for the housewife 
to run I think more skill than has been 
shown in the past is required in planning 
for them. 

1 do not consider that the pre-war plan 
fits the present-day requirements and I can 
imagine quite a lot of study will be neces- 
sary to prepare for the possible new demands. 


DEMAND FOR FLATS 


So far I have spoken of the individual 
aoe or a house within a group because 
that is what this country has become accus- 
tomed to, but is there not likely to be a 
demand for flats? Flats which have been 
built speculatively in the past have been 
available for letting only. Is it possible that 
we might get a system of ownership of flats 
as in Scotland? I do not think we can 
altogether ignore this possibility. 

We can all think of disadvantages of flats 
over houses, but after all, the so-called 
luxury flats, which are very little better than 
many of the local authority flats, except that 
they may have better staircases and lift 
service and better appointments, command a 
very high rental. Where flats are rented it 
is possible to add the upkeep of the grounds, 
staircases, heating and hot water and land- 
lord’s lighting on to the rent, and it would 
no doubt be possible to devise a means by 
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which these could be dealt with where flats 
are individually owned. In any case I do 
not think this should deter us from building 
flats as well as houses. The small house 
has been responsible for the urban sprawl 
which has resulted in tube and bus exten- 
sions and the greater use of private cars for 
conveying people from their houses to their 
work. Although the distances from the 
suburbs to one’s work may be relatively short 
the journey is often slow and tedious and 
there is much to commend living nearer to 
one’s work. Whether we like it or not—and 
I would not dare te predict—I have a feeling 
that we may become much more flat-minded 
in this gountry in the future. 


The one disadvantage of the flat compared 
with the house is that there is no piece of 
land attached which one can call one’s own, 
where one can sit and feel possessive, where 
one can hang out the clothes, where the 
children can play and where garden sheds 
can be erected, so if we build flats we have 
to try to give these amenities in other ways. 





The small private garden has not really 
much privacy. We try to make it so by 
fencing it in as tightly as possible, but there 
are all the other little gardens adjoining. 
How much more beautiful could we make 
the gardens around the flats which everybody 
could enjoy. A central laundry and drying 
ground could take care of the washing in 
a much more efficient way than is possible 
in the home, and although we are slow to 
accept this, it does appear to work remark- 
ably well in other countries. 


Children’s playgrounds can certainly be 
arranged with someone in attendance, and 
I think this is perhaps more acceptable to 
children, except the very small ones, as they 
have the companionship of other children. 


STORAGE SPACE 


My remarks about labour saving apply 
to flats equally with houses and in flats it is 
almost more important to have the extra 
storage space. It is easy to see how neces- 
sary this is, for where balconies are now 
provided, presumably for sitting out, they 
are usually taken up by things which can- 
not be accommodated in the house. 


Lifts are now called for where the build- 
ing exceeds four storeys: it might be that 
this should be reduced to three. 


I think there is also a demand in the 
larger towns for the service flat for married 
couples where husband and wife are both 
out during the day-time, and for bachelors. 
I have seen service flats very well done 
abroad with créches, kindergarten schools, 
private and public dining rooms. This 
seems to be a want which is not at present 
being catered for, and who is to do it but 
the private developer? 


There is little doubt that the private dwell- 
ing is required and I believe now that licences 
have been released there will be a steady 
flow of inquiries from people who wish to 
possess their own homes or wish to rent 
something which is more individual than the 
house provided by the State. 


Finally, I would like to say that I hope 
there will be the fullest co-operation 
between the private developer and the archi- 
tect. Each can contribute so much to what 
may well become a new problem and one 
which will require greater skill than in the 
past. Architects and builders have learned 
a great deal more about housing since the 
war than ever before, and it is hoped that 
every advantage will .be taken of this 
knowledge. 
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I should also like to put forward a ; 


gges- 
tion that architectural competitions should 
be used for small as well as large estates, 


It is a sound way of getting a variety cf ideas 
on the same subject and I think we might 
well be surprised at the results obtained, 
In our forward move towards private ‘iouses 
we must explore every avenue tO see that 
the result in our future homes is worthy of 
the great tradition which we have inherited 
from the past. 


“ NEW HOUSES AND THE/R 
SETTING” 


Ministry's Travelling Exhibition 


A NEW EXHIBITION of house designs and 
estate layouts showing how money and land 
can be saved, which has been prepared for 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment by the Central Office of Information, 
is to open its tour of provincial centres at 
Manchester today, February 19. The exhi- 
bition will remain open until February 25 
at the gas showrooms in the Manchester 
Town Hall extension. It will then visit 
Birmingham, Sunderland and Bristol in turn. 
Admission is free. 


Of interest to the general public, as well 
as to. local authorities, architects and 
builders, the exhibition shows new ways of 
saving both labour and materials and adds 
a third vital element—saving land. It shows 
at the same time how layouts can be 
improved and made attractive to the eye as 
well as to the pocket. 


The judicious use of terrace houses, both 
in the interests of saving land and of low- 
cost housing, is demonstrated, examples be- 
ing shown of this type of housing both at 
home and abroad; and there are photographs 
and plans of blocks of flats designed to make 
the best use of corner sites. 


A film strip is included, showing four 
types of layout designed for the same site. 
The merits, particularly in so far as they save 
land, of the different layouts are explained in 
the commentary. 


REBUILDING LIVERPOOL 
Merseyside Society's Criticisms 


REPORTING on the present state of Liver- 
pool, the Merseyside Civic Society states 
that the central areas of the city continue 
to “appal the visitor and shame _ the 
citizens.” 


Twelve years had served to take all the 
romance out of bomb damage, the Society 
says. Many people had ceased to notice the 
vast areas of cinder, and soon they would 
cease to care. The report states that it would 
be unreasonable to expect that any elaborate 
official plans for central redevelopment 
could have become reality in the face of 
post-war difficulties, but it would have been 
comforting to discern planning behind pre- 
sent developments. 


To all appearances buildings were being 
sited on the old frontages, traffic congestion 
was increasing, and the Coronation Gardens 
were in the wrong place, A central bus 
station was needed, and the Society suggested 
a development programme by degrees and 
modest stages so that improvements could 
be carried out now. 


If each stage was related deliberately and 
demonstrably to the overall plan there would 
be a sense of achievement and civic pride in 
the progressive attainment of a new and 
better commercial heart of the city. 





Februar: 





Some 


(THE 


eng 
interesti 
inspect 

Federat 
under 1 
opened 

Sea Car 
of cons’ 
some fiv 


When 
terdam 
differ gr 
The sto! 
mands | 
had a pp 
existed | 
the stea 
latter 19 
many ti 
left ba 
rapidly 
that by 
lation | 
old lifti 
resultan: 
were no 
had mo 
were bu 
high to 
long ar 
4 mile: 

The « 
was sta. 
during t 
the tun 
striking 
high an 
tions o} 
Standing 
Were me 
explaini 
showed 


y 19 1954 


rd a sugges 
ions should 
arge estates, 
iety cf ideas 
k we might 
ts obtained, 
ivate 1OUusSes 
to see that 
S worthy of 
ve inherited 
THEIR 

hibition 

designs and 
ey and land 


Srepared for 
cal Govern- 
information, 
11 centres at 

The exhi- 
February 25 
Manchester 
1 then visit 
istol in turn, 


blic, as well 
hitects and 
lew ways of 
ils and adds 
d. It shows 
uts can be 
0 the eye as 


houses, both 
and of low- 
xamples be- 
sing both at 
photographs 
ned to make 


1owing four 
ie same site. 
as they save 
explained in 


POOL 
iticisms 


ite of Liver- 
ociety states 
ity continue 
shame the 


take all the 
the Society 
to notice the 
they would 
that it would 
ny elaborate 
development 
the face of 
d have been 
behind pre- 


were being 
c congestion 
ion Gardens 
central bus 
sty suggested 
degrees and 
ments could 


berately and 
‘there would 
sivic pride in 
a new and 
ity. 








February 19 1954 


THE BUILDER 





The Maastunnel ventilation and control building. 


THE MAAS AND VELSEN TUNNELS 


Some Interesting Comparisons in Dutch Civil Engineering Methods 


By R. W. PORTER, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA 
(Director, Eastern Federation of Building Trades Employers) 


HE skill and resource of Dutch civil 

engineers are well demonstrated in two 
interesting tunnels we were privileged to 
inspect last summer while on an official 
Federation visit to Holland. One tunnel, 
under the River Maas at Rotterdam, was 
opened in 1942; the other, under the North 
Sea Canal at Velsen, is in the early stages 
of construction, the completion date being 
some five years away. 


THE MAASTUNNEL 


When we visited the Maastunnel at Rot- 
terdam it did not appear at first sight to 
differ greatly from some tunnels nearer home. 
The story of its construction, however, com- 
mands respect and admiration for all who 
had a part in it. The need for this tunnel 
existed many years before it was built, since 
the steady development of Rotterdam in the 
latter 19th and early 20th centuries presented 
many traffic problems. In this period the 
left bank of the River Maas developed 
rapidly and became highly industrialised, so 
that by 1935 30 per cent. of the city’s popu- 
lation lived to the south of the river. An 
old lifting bridge did little to relieve the 
resultant traffic problem since the approaches 
were not satisfactory and new development 
had moved away from it. If a new bridge 
were built it would have to be some 200 ft. 
high to allow for shipping, necessitating very 
long approaches and an overall length of 
2} miles. , 

The only solution was a tunnel, and this 
was started in 1937 and finished in 1942— 
during the Occupation. Our introduction to 
the tunnel was through one of the two 
sttiking ventilation buildings, over 100. ft. 
high and almost 90 ft. deep, with founda- 
tions of pneumatically embedded caissons, 
standing on opposite banks of the river. We 
were met by one of the engineers, who, after 
explaining the ventilating and safety systems, 
showed us the equipment which constantly 


tests samples of the air in the tunnel. When 
.02 per cent. of carbon monoxide is present 
a warning signal is given and the rate of 
ventilation (in and out) speeded up. At 
.04 per cent. the danger signal is given. Since 
the length of the tunnel under water 
(1,833 ft.) is almost half the length between 
entrances (3,570 ft.), ventilation can be 
divided economically into four sections—two 
controlled from each side of the river. 


We were then taken to see the tunnel itself, 
first visiting the separate approach building 
for pedestrians and cyclists, who reach their 
own tunnels by four escalators 60 ft. deep. 
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Then through a special inspection door we 
watched the vehicular traffic rush through 
the cream-tiled orange-lit tunnel, in which 
there is apparently no speed limit. The daily 
traffic is 32,000 cars, 45,000 cyclists and 
10,000 pedestrians. In actual fact there are 
four tunnels in one—two are for northbound 
and southbound vehicular traffic, each 20 ft. 
wide, and one each for cyclists and pedes- 
trians, one above the other, 14 ft. wide. In 
addition to vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
the tunnel carries telephone and electric 
cables. 

It is in the constructional methods that 
this tunnel is so strikingly unusual. On the 
left bank of the Maas the subsoil is soft 
peat and clay to a depth of 50 ft. and this 
made normal tunnelling methods almost out 
of the question. The daring idea of sinking 
a tunnel was then mooted and accepted. In 
the local shipbuilding yards nine tunnel sec- 
tions in reinforced concrete were built, each 
measuring some 205 ft. long, 82 ft. wide and 
28 ft. high. A channel was dredged in the 
river bed and the nine sections, with sealed 
ends and weighing between 12,500 and 14,000 
tons each, were floated into position with 
only a few inches showing above the water 
line. The sections, which were encased for 
protection in welded steel sheeting 8 mm. 
thick, were then sunk, resting on temporary 
foundations supplied by hydraulically con- 
trolled jacks. Once the final level was reached 
the cavities in the dredged channel were filled 
by the injection of sand under pressure. The 
jacks were then withdrawn and the ends 
joined up. 

To-day the depth of the shipping channel 
is 39 ft., and the sand and silt on top of 
the tunnel is said to be some 5 ft. deep. The 
constructional cost exceeded £2m., but the 
true value of the tunnel can be better assessed 
by a visit to this amazing project, which 
to-day is run by a staff, from manager to 
cleaners, of less than 100. 


THE VELSEN TUNNEL 


The tunnel at preSent being constructed at 
Velsen near Ijmuiden under the North Sea 
Canal will carry road and rail traffic between 
the northern part of the province of North 
Holland and the rest of the country. How 
much this tunnel is needed we could gauge 





The Velsen tunnel—excavation showing rail and road tunnel sections. 
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from our own experience since in mid-week 
we had to wait half an hour for the vehicular 
ferry on a journey north to Alkmaar. 

In seeking a solution to the problem the 
Dutch considered and rejected the possibility 
of more ferries or a bridge (the problem here 
was in some ways similar to that in Rot- 
terdam). The decision was clearly in favour 
of a tunnel which would take both a main 
road and railway line. With great courage 
the work was started in the spring of 1941 
during the Occupation, but in the following 
year it had to be abandoned after some 
initial work on excavation and construction 
had been carried out. The work was not 
resumed until April, 1951, but it is hoped 
to complete the whole job before the end 
of 1958. It is now possible to publish certain 
information obtained during our visit which 
we were asked not to disclose until an official 
statement had been issued. 

The project presents many problems, not 
least being the composition of the subsoil. 
After a 50-ft. stratum of sand and silt, there 
is some 3 ft. of clay and below that water- 
logged peat to a depth of close on 100 ft. 
When we visited the site last summer some 
250 men were employed on the first phase, 
which should be finished by the end of 1955. 
This section of the work entails excavating 
about Im. cubic yards of soil and construct- 
ing tunnel sections requiring 110,000 cubic 
yards of reinforced concrete. 

The total width of the present excavation 
is over 500 ft. at ground level and in depth 
is as much as 80 ft. The problem of 
dewatering can be appreciated from the fact 
that the contractors, the Amsterdam Ballast 
Company, had to go down more than 90 ft. 
and over 400,000 gallons of water per hour 
were being pumped when we visited the site. 
Concrete for this massive work was mixed 
at a central mixing plant, the aggregates 
arriving by road in tipping lorries and the 
cement in bulk by barges from which it 
was removed by suction into hoppers and 
thence to the mixing plant. From this plant 
concrete was pumped at the rate of 65 cubic 
yards per hour. 

There are in fact two separately construc- 
ted tunnels—one for fast road traffic and one 
for rail traffic. The road tunnel makes no 
provision for pedestrians, cycles, lorries with 
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projecting loads, etc. 
These must use the 
ferries about a 
quarter of a _ mile 
away. This tunnel 
will have an actual 
length of 5,400 ft. and 
an enclosed length of 
over 2,500 ft. There 
will be northbound 
and southbound sec- 
tions each with 
carriageways some 
23 ft. wide, together 
with sections for 
ventilation, purposes, 
etc. Allowing for 
3 ft. of reinforced 
concrete _ between 
each section, founda- 
tions some 6 ft. deep 
and a roof 5 ft. thick, 
the overall dimension 
of the road tunnel 
will be 108 ft. wide 
and 25 ft. high, and 
at its lowest point the 
tunnel will be 75 ft. 
below sea level. The 
maximum gradient 
will be 1 in 284. 
Most detailed  pro- 
vision is being made 
for lighting and sound 
insulation and ventila- 
tion. The lamps will 
be angled in the direc- 
tion in which the 
traffic is travelling 
and the approaches to 
the tunnel will be 
shaded by gratings to 
graduate the light. 
By insulating the roof 
and building the top of the walls at an angle, 
sound will be deadened. For ventilation 
purposes the tunnel will be in four sections 
with ventilator shafts at one-quarter and 
three-quarters of the tunnel’s length. 

The railway tunnel, with a maximum 
gradient of 1 in 60, will have a total length 
of over 10,000 ft. and an enclosed jength 
of some 6,700 ft. There will be a north- 
bound and southbound track and the overall 





The Velsen 


tunnel—rail tunnel under construction. 
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The Velsen tunnel—shaft sunk to depth of 80 ft. showing steel 
shuttering stiffened by reinforced concrete bands. 


section of the tunnel will be 29 ft. high and 
40 ft. wide. The reinforced concrete roof of 
this tunnel will be some 4 ft. thick, the walls 
slightly thicker and the foundation as much 
as 5 ft. deep. The ventilating system com- 
pared with the road tunnel will be simple 
since the trains, in addition to being elec- 
tric, will assist in the process of ventilation. 
Ventilating shafts will be at one-third and 
two-thirds of the tunnel’s length. 

It is expected that the roofs of both tun- 
nels will be covered in due course with 
approximately 3 ft. of sand and silt, giving 
some 50 ft. clearance for ocean-going ships 
which use the canal extensively. 

In conjunction with this first phase an 
immense cylindrical construction shaft about 
130 ft. in diameter has been excavated. This 
is some 35 ft. from the south bank of the 
canal and has a depth of over 80 ft. It 
is lined with steel shuttering stiffened in its 
length by five bands of reinforced concrete 
To this the tunnel sections will be joined 
when completed and the canal widened from 
its present width of 140 ft. to something over 
400 ft. This will call for the excavation of 
over 14m. cubic yards of soil and represents 
the second phase of the operation. The 
section of the tunnel constructed from the 
south will then be covered, and phase three 
will be started from the north bank. Pro- 
tective earthworks will be built towards the 
shaft which will then be in the centre ol 
the canal, and after the section for excavation 
is dewatered, constructional work similar to 
that on the south bank will be put in hand. 

By the time the tunnel is finished over 
34m. cubic yards of soil will have been 
excavated and 440,000 cubic vards o 
reinforced concrete constructed. The total 
cost is likely to exceed £10m. 
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EUROPEAN HOUSING 


Expanding Construction 


THE current United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (ECE) 
Quarter ‘ly Bulletin of Housing and Building 
Statistics shows expanding dwelling con- 
struction in most European countries. This 
js particularly striking in France, Western 
Zones of Germany and the UK. The general 
trend is illustrated by the comparison be- 
tween the third quarter of 1953 and the cor- 
responding period of the previous year of 
the number of dwellings begun or author- 
ised, completed and under construction (see 
Table 1). Moreover, data on work begun or 
authorised seem to indicate that a high rate 
of house construction will continue in the 
immediate future. 

The Quarterly Bulletin of Housing and 
Building Statistics, published in Geneva on 
February 8, is the second volume of a new 
series of quarterlies issued regularly by the 
Economic Commission for Europe of the 
United Nations. It attempts to present 
statistics from a number of European coun- 
tries which so far have not been made avail- 
able in this comprehensive form. 

Moreover in the main the expansion of 
residential building does not appear to have 
been carried out at the cost of a contrac- 
tion in non-residential building activity; 
activity in both sectors is increasing in the 
Western’. Zones of Germany, Finland, the 
Netherlands, Norway and the UK. 
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The recent upward trend of building 
activity has been accompanied by an in- 
crease in the output of cement in almost all 
countries. This is illustrated by Table 2, in 
which the production of cement during the 
first nine months of 1953 is compared with 
that during the corresponding period of 
1952. 

Another interesting feature is the trend of 
building costs. In most countries the overall 
building cost index shows either stability or 
a tendency to fall. The breakdown of total 
costs into materials and wages shows that 
this falling off is mostly due to a decrease 
in the costs of building materials; labour 
costs appear to be stable or increasing. These 
features are illustrated in Table 

TABLE 2.—PRODUCTION OF CEMENT (a) 

(thousand tons) 
1952 | 

















Austria } 1 075 1,072 
Belgium 3,213 3,475 
Denmark 880 968 
Finland cas an Gael 618 692 
France ee0 . eee al 6,719 6,83 

Western Germz any a6 ---| 9,950 11,400 
Italy ‘ See oe | 4,884 5,614 
Netherlands a aa 627 646 
Norway ... ree nes me 556 578 
Portugal ... aa aa | 537 551 
Spain cal en ---| 1,802 1,987 
Sweden ... me aes sot Saw 1,440 
United Kingdom | 8,443 8,405 
Yugoslavia 943 938 





Note: In some cases the data are not strictly com- 
parable from country to country; for fuller details see 
the relevant explanatory notes in the Quarterly Bulletin. 
(2) Consumption for Finland and deliveries for Sweden. 


TABLE 1.—DWELLINGS BEGUN, COMPLETED AND UNDER CONSTRUCTION: 
COMPARISON BETWEEN THIRD QUARTERS OF 1952 AND 1953, (in thousand dwellings) 























Dwellings begun (a) Dwellings completed piece. Sonar 
Third quarter Third quarter Third quarter 
1952 1953 1952 1953 1952 1953 
Denmark 6-9 53 | 43 44 22-4 23-2 
Finland 3-0 3-4 29 2:8 — — 
France . ‘ 32-9 53:8 23-2 37-4 267-6 330-7 
Western ‘Germany 137.0 166°7 84-3 102-7 _— _ 
Netherlands 18-5 19-0 14-9 16:9 53-0 66:9 
Norway — —_ 61 78 23-3(c) 29-1(c) 
Spain 6:8 7:2 4:5 49 == 
Sweden 75 9-2 5-9 5-2 30-3 37-3 
Switzerland as 3-4 48 3-9 4-1 14-6(d) 18-3(d) 
United Kingdom 84:5 88-4 60:1 80-6 276-1 322-1 














Note : 


Switzerland. (5) Situation at the end of the period. 


In general the data are not comparable from one country to another; for fuiler details see the relevant 
explanatory notes in the Quarterly Bulletin. (a) Dwellings authorised for Finland, Western Germany, 
(c) Second quarters. 


Spain and 
(d) First semesters ; these figures have a 


wider coverage than those on dwellings begun and dwellings completed. 


TABLE 3.—INDICES OF BUILDING COSTS 




















1952 Quarters | 1953 Quarters 
I II Ill IV I II Ill 
Austria de 1949 = _ 
Total ‘ mee 165 167 165 166 166 165 167 
—_—" nee a ae Me 169 172 169 168 168 166 170 
aa 161 161 161 163 163 163 164 
Sink (1948 = = 100) 
Total ‘ ee ose ae 143 141 137 138 136 134 133 
Materials r aaa aaa 148 143 137 137 134 a _ 
Wages we 132 139 140 141 142 = = 
Finland (1951 = 100) 
Total ave Pe nee a 102 103 104 102 100 101 101 
— ues ue wae 105 105 103 102 102 101 101 
Wag 99 103 108 103 96 99 100 
France (1948 = 100) 
Total eae 191 185 182 181 179 179 179 
Western Germany (as49 = = 100) 
Total a 118 118 117 115 114 114 113 
a 123 121 120 118 116 115 112 
Wag 121 125 125 125 123 128 128 
ltaly (1948 - = = 100) 
Total eae ose + 117 118 117 119 120 119 119 
Materials one on ian cae 113 113 111 111 111 109 109 
Wages ona 124 127 130 136 141 141 140 
se 2 (1948 = 100) 
tal ; 123 — 130 _ 129 — 128 
Sartagal (First Quarter, 1949 = 100)” 
Total ‘ “a 94 94 93 92 90 88 88 
— sue ae xa ued 93 93 92 91 88 86 86 
97 96 95 96 95 95 97 
hein Ganuary i 1, 1950 = 100) 
Total - er 137 140 139 137 136 136 135 
Materiz als . 149 147 145 142 139 138 137 
Wag . ae 120 132 132 132 132 133 133 
Switzerland (1948 = 100) 
otal _ tee as ia 103 — 104 oe | 102 — 100 




















a. 
Note—For details on the scope of the figures see the relevant explanatory notes in the Quarterly Bulletin. 
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MOW WINTER LECTURES 


Programme for March 


HE programme of Ministry of Works 
lectures for March is as follows:— 


March 2.—*‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,’’ by 
E. E. H. Bate, CRE. oo Tea Room, 
55, Murray-place, Stirling. 7.15 p. 

March 3 Bainting “Traditional, Buildings,”” by 

. A. Baker. Public Library, Corporation-street, Ches- 
terfield. 7.15 p.m. 

March 2.—* Dampness in Buildings,’”’ by A. G. 
Day. Technical College, Denzil-road, Willesden, 
NWI10. 7.15 p.m. 

March 2.—‘* Modern Developments in Concrete,”’ 
by R. C. Blyth, MA(Cantab), AMICE, M1IStructE. 
Brixton School of Building, Ferndale-road, Brixton. 
7.15 p.m. 

March 3.— * Better Building (British Standards and 
Codes of Practice),’”” by Patrick Cutbush, ARIBA 


County Technical College, Stafford. 7.15 p.m. 
March 4.—Debate: ‘* That Efficiency in the Build- 
ing Industry Depends upon Team Work.”’ Technical 


Institute, Nelson-terrace, Stockton. 7 p.m. 

March 4.—‘* Introduction to Site Costing for 
Builders,”” by A. E. Chittenden. DFC, AMICE. 
Technical College, Wulfruna-street, Wolverhampton. 
7.15 p.m. 

March 4.—** Prestressed Concrete,’’ by F. Walley, 
MSc, AMICE. South-West Essex Technical College, 


Forest-road, Walthamstow, E.17. 
March 4.—** 


7.15 p.m. 
Soil Mechanics Related to Foundation 


Construction,’’ by M. W. Leonard, AMICE. Gas 
Showrooms, Town — Extension, Albert-square, 
Manchester. 7.15 p.m. 

March 4.—*‘ Sane in Buildings,” by H. M. 
Llewellyn. New Lecture Hall, Robert Gordon’s 
College, Aberdeen. 7.15 p.m. 

March 8.—*‘ Structural Uses of Timber,”’ by E. D. 
Silvester. Crown and Anchor Hotel, Ipswich. 8 p.m. 

March 9.—‘‘ Machines and Methods Used by 


Builders in the USA,’’ by H. G. Vallings, AMIMechE. 
Bodhyfrd Hall, Chester-road, Wrexham. 7 p.m. 


and on March 10, Church Institute, Rite sand 
Colwyn Bay, 7 p.m.; also March 11, The Old Vicarage, 
Waterloo-street, Bangor, 7 p.m. 

March 10.—‘‘ One-Pipe System of Plumbing.’’ 


(Speaker to be nominated by the Hereford Technical 


College.) College of Further Education, Newtown 
road, Hereford. 7.15 p.m. 
March 10.—‘* The Building (Safety, Health and 


Welfare) Reg., 1948,’’ by an Officer from HM Inspec- 
torate of Factories. Gas Showrooms, Osborne-street. 
Grimsby. 7.15 pm. 

March 11.—*‘ Principles of Sound Plumbing,’’ by 
R. V. Lindsley. Technical College, Workington. 
7 p.m. 

March Soil Mechanics in the Building In- 
dustry,” by A. L. Little, AMICE, AMlIStructE. 
Technical College, Walsall. 7.15 p.m. 

March 11.—** Field Maintenance of Builders’ 
Plant,’’ by J. Stafford. Technical College, High-road. 


11.—* 


Tottenham, N15. 7.15 p.m. 
March 15.—* The Steel Square—Its History and 
Uses,’” by Thomas Foster. Technical College, Pel- 


ham-road, Gravesend. 
March 16.—*‘ 


7.15 p.m. 
Soil Mechanics in the Building In- 


ustry,”” by I. K. Nixon. King’s College, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 7 p.m. 
March 17.—‘* Modern Developments in Concrete,”’ 


by R. C. Blyth, AMICE, AMIStructE. Technical 
College, Kingsway, Scunthorpe. 7.15 p.m. 

March 17.—‘* The Work of the Ordnance Survey,”’ 
by a member of the North Staffordshire Architec- 
tural Association. North Staffordshire Technical 
College, Cauldon-place, Stoke-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

March 17.—‘* Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,’’ by 
R. A. Parker, AMICE. Technical College, Pelham- 
road, Gravesend. 7 p.m. 

March 18.—‘* Powered Hand Tools,’’ by A. F. 

oare. Technical Institute, Nelson-terrace, Stockton. 


p.m. : 
March 18.—‘‘ Waste Plumbing Fundamentals,”’ by 

R. T. Gillet, BSc, AMICE. Technical College, 

Denzil-road, Willesden, NW10. 7.15 p.m. 


March 22.—‘* Soil Meme Related to Founda- 
tion Construction,’ M. Leonard, AMICE, 


AMIMechE. 1, Ni Mine road, Bromley, Kent. 
7.15 p.m. 

March 23.—** Painting Traditional Buildings,’’ by 
. A. Baker. Technical College, Manor Croft, 
Burton-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

March 23.—‘‘ Problems of Plastering and Render- 


ing,’”’ by E. L. Westbrook. Central Library. Swan- 
sea. 7 p.m.; and on March 24, Central Café, Stepney- 


street, Llanelly. 7 p.m. 

March 24.—‘* Building Houses with a Tower 
Crane,’’ by an Officer from the Building Research 
Station, DSIR Public Library, Vernon-road, Scar- 


borough. 7 p.m. 


March 24.—‘‘ Dry Rot,’’ by W. P. K. Findlay. 


Jaan College, High-road, Tottenham, NIS. 
7.15 
Marek “31. —‘* The Advantages of ss oer Insula- 
tion of Building Structures,’’ b S. Alton, 
AMIMechE. Grammar _ School, Wiiddhesboough’ 
7 p.m. ; 
March 31.—'‘* Brains Trust."’ Central Library, 


Swansea. 7 p.m. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


~ TANDING Committee “ C ” of the House 

of Commons resumed consideration 
of the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill on 
February 9, and discussed Clause 4 (Licences 
for temporary occupation of houses sub- 
ject to existing demolition or clearance 
orders). 

Mr. Key moved an amendment to limit 
the duration of such licences to two years. 
He described the clause as one of the worst 
clauses in the Bill, and said that if it was not 
deleted some time limit should be laid down. 

Mr. MACMILLAN, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, agreed that it was 
desirable that the provision should be used 
as little as possible, and last for as short a 
time as possible. It was for that reason that 
in sub-section (3) they had provided that 
any licence should cease to have effect three 
years after the commencement of the Act, 
subject to a power of extension which it was 
necessary for any Minister to have. He asked 
Mr. Key to consider whether there was so 
great a difference between that and the two- 
_year period. He felt that the latter would 
not be altogether satisfactory because it was 
likely that many licences would not be issued 
for some time after the Bill became law. 
Therefore, his three-year period would, in 
fact, be a period of between two and three 
years. 

Mr, JANNER, supporting the amendment, 
said that the Minister had not yet realised 
that every provision which was inserted in 
the Bill to enable local authorities to utilise 
accommodation which was not up to the re- 
quired standard gave them an opportunity 
to prevent people who lived under these con- 
ditions from having new accommodation else- 
where. It was essential that the period 
should be reduced to its absolute minimum 
in the case of houses which were set down 
for demolition and which the local authority 
had the right to compel a person to reside in 
for any period of time. 

Later, an altercation arose between Mr. 
Janner and the Minister, the latter stating that 
Mr. Janner made the most wounding attacks 
day after day and never listened to the reply. 

Mr. JANNER eventually asked the Minister 
if he was in a position to give a directive 
to the housing authorities, or would he do 
something to indicate to those authorities 
that if a person was living in one of these 
patched houses and had his name down on the 
list he would be considered in chronological 
order for a new house, and the fact that he 
was in one of these patched houses would 
not interfere with that. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he would not give 
an order to the local authorities, for the 
simple reason that he had no statutory power 
to do so, but he would, as he had always 
done, advise and take counsel with them. 

The closure moved by Mr. Macmillan was 
carried by 23 votes to 20. and the amendment 
negatived by a similar figure. 

On the question that the Clause stand part 
of the Bill. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP pressed for further in- 
formation from the Minister about the way 
in which he expected the Clause to operate, 
and the type of discussion which he was to 
have with the local authorities about the way 
in which they were to operate the Clause. 
The Opposition disliked the whole of the 
Clause. particularly as the Minister had not 
found it possible to amend it in such a way 
as to make it more acceptable. 
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The closure, again moved by Mr. Mac- 
millan, was carried by 23 votes to 20, and 
Clause 4 was ordered to stand part of the 
Bill by a similar figure. 


Slow Progress in Committee 


When the Committee resumed on 
Februrary 11, progress was so slow that Mr. 
MACMILLAN intimated that he would at 
the next meeting propose that the Committee 
sit on Wednesdays as well as on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

The consideration of Clause 5 and all 
subsequent clauses was postponed until after 
consideration had been given to new clauses 
(Purchase of land for purposes relating to 
redevelopment of areas of bad layout and 
obsolete development) and (Power to pur- 
chase land for redevelopment of area of 
unfit housing accommodation). The first 
clause stood in the name of Mr. Bevan and 
the second in the name of Mr. Dalton, and 
they were both discussed together. 


Mr. JuLius SILVERMAN explained that 
they were following closely what the 
Birmingham City Council had done in 


regard to redevelopment, slum clearance and 
repair of houses. The first clause followed 
the terms of one which was originally in 
the Birmingham Corporation Bill, so that 
it was now proposed to extend to the whole 
country the powers which the Birmingham 
local authority had to obtain a_ proper 
measure of redevelopment and to make a 
thorough job of repair. The Birmingham 
scheme was not merely one of patching up 
houses. It was a bold scheme of redevelop- 
ment in which there was vested in the.city 
authority an area of two square miles in 
the centre of the city which would eventually 
be completely redeveloped. Birmingham’s 
view was that it was quite impossible under 
the framework of the present Bill and the 
1936 Act—which provided for comparatively 
small clearance areas—to deal with this 
problem on the requisite scale. Under the 
Bill they would simply get a patchwork 
scheme of small clearance areas. It would 
be remembered that under the 1936 Act con- 
sideration was given to clearance areas of 
50 houses and upwards, which was a very 
different matter from the 30,000 houses 
which Birmingham had taken over. The new 
clause would give the local authority power 
to apply to the Minister and, ‘“ where the 
Minister is satisfied that it is expedient for 
the purpose of dealing satisfactorily with con- 
ditions of bad layout and obsolete develop- 


‘ment in the district of the local authority 


in order to redevelop any area of unfit hous- 
ing accommodation, that a”part or parts of 
that district consisting of land where such 
conditions exist or of such land together 
with other land contiguous or adjacent 
thereto should be brought under common 
ownership. he might authorise com- 
pulsory acquisition. The new clause was 
necessary if slum clearance was to be tackled 
on a broad scale, and if local authorities were 
to tackle boldly the problem of redevelop- 
ment. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said he had a good deal 
of sympathy with what Mr. Silverman had 
said, but pointed out that the regrettable 
delay in dealing with slum clearance had 
been due not to lack: of powers but to lack 
of resources. Had it not been for the war 
and the difficulties which followed it there 
would have been about one million houses 
pulled down and replaced; in fact, the main 
problem of slums as slums would have been 
successfully grappled with by the nation. 
It was said that it was necessary to have 
the particular powers set out in the new 
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clause if other places were to be able to 
do what Birmingham was doing. But the 
strange thing was that Birmingham was doing 
it. There were sufficient powers already. 
and there was no need to put into the Bill 
a restatement of powers which already exist 
in the 1947 Act. It might be that the Plan- 
ning Act required some amendment. but, if 
that were so, the proper way to proceed 
would be by amending the Act, and not by 
putting this clause in the Bill. Almost as 
each month passed plans were approved and 
submitted. Of the 154 plans to be made. 
145 had been submitted. and he hoped they 
would get this broad structure of general 
planning throughout the country fairly well 
established within another year or 18 months, 


Eventually, Mr. Macmillan moved the 
closure, which was carried by 24 votes to 18. 
and the new clauses were negatived by the 
same figure. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Industry in New Towns 


On February 8, Mr. PARGITER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what were the arrangements now in force for 
financing industrial and commercial develop- 
ment in the new towns; and to what extent 
Treasury monies were available for these 
purposes. 

Mr. MarPLES, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, who replied, said that industrial and 
commercial development in new towns was 
in some cases carried out by Development 
Corporations out of advances made to them 
from the Consolidated Fund and in others 
by private enterprise. 


Stamp Charges 


In reply to a question by Mr. KENNETH 
THOMPSON, on February 8, SIR LIONEL 
HEALD said that stamp duty and legal charges 
constituted a comparatively small propor- 
tion of the cost of house purchase and he had 
no evidence that they were in themselves 
a deterrent to intending owner-occupiers. 
The rates of stamp duty on property cost- 
ing up to £3,450 were reduced in 1952. Soli- 
citors’ charges were regulated by an _ inde- 
pendent statutory committee, which reviewed 
the charges as recently as last year, but in 
the case of all unregistered land costing less 
than £10,000 no increase had been made in 
solicitors’ charges since 1944 in spite of the 
increases in overhead expenses. 


New Bill for Post Office Works 


On February 8, Mr. GAMMANS, the Assist- 
ant Postmaster-General, introduced _ the 
Post Office (Site and Railway) Bill, to enable 
the Postmaster-General to acquire lands in 
London for the post office and to construct 
for those purposes certain underground rail- 
way units in London. 


The Bill was read a first time. 


Purchase Tax on Floor Coverings 


On February 9, MR. BoyD-CARPENTER, 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury. moved 
that the Order imposing recent changes In 
purchase tax be approved. He said that’in 
1948, tiles, strips and blocks had been ex- 
empted on the condition that they would be 
used only in new houses. The practice 0 
cutting rolls of linoleum and rubber into 
small squares to avoid tax had developed 
substantially, and the Chancellor had been 
faced with the dilemma of withdrawing the 
tax from all floor coverings or imposing !! 
equally on all. The yield of taxation from floor 
coverings was £17 m. There was a difficulty 
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about the effect of these changes on the cost 
of housing, but the tiles, if used to cover 
the ground floor of a council house would 
bear tax which would increase the cost of 
such a house by £3 or £4. This would be 
4 once-for-all payment, which was about the 
same as local authorities would save by the 
reduction in the Public Works Loan Board 
rates last year The Chancellor was pre- 
pared to listen to representations which might 
suggest that the line of demarcation, or that 
any of the technical details, had been im- 
properly drawn, and it was understood that 
the trade was ready to respond to the invi- 
tation. 

In the debate which followed, the imposi- 
tion of the tax on these items was severely 
criticised by members of all parties on the 
srounds that it would increase housing costs. 
§iz ROBERT BootuBy, having described the 
purchase tax as a whole as “a rotten lax” 
declared that to retain tax on some of the 
improved types of wooden floors would raise 
the cost of houses, and that was madness, in 
view of the Government’s tremendous 
triumphant housing programme. Mr. 
WALKER - SMITH thought it regrettable that 
anything should be done to increase the cost 
of house building, and Mr. W. R. A. Hup- 
son hoped the Chancellor would have second 
thoughts about the tax on flooring tiles. It 
would, he said, be equally logical to tax con- 
crete or bricks. Thermoplastic tiles were 
much more comparable with the bituminous 
and semi-liquid floors which were free of 
tax. 

Eventually Mr. BuTLer, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, replying, reaffirmed what 
the Financial Secretary had said about re- 
ceiving representations from the trade. He 
would not willingly increase the cost of 
houses, and he would adjust the tax to make 
the increase more fair if he could. He 
could not leave out altogether parquet floor- 
ing, It was usually found in the more well- 
to-do homes and to exempt that and yet tax 
the other sort of tile would be unfair. He 
did not want to fee] this had imposed a great 
burden on housing, for it would not be more 
than £4 a house, nor was this material used 
in every house. 

The charges were approved by 269 votes 
to 241. 

Housing Statistics 

On February 9, Major TUFTON BEAMISH 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government to what figure the number of 
houses completed in 1953 would have been 
reduced had the number of two-bedroomed 
houses that were completed been the same as 
the number of such houses completed in 
1951; and how this figure compared with the 
total number of houses completed in 1951. 

Mr. MarpLes, who replied, said that 
figures of bedroom types were available only 
for houses built by local authorities and 
New Town Corporations. For these the 
figures asked for were 168,633 and 141,554 
respectively, in England and Wales. 


Rent Restricted Houses 


On February 9, SiR LEONARD ROPNER asked 
what was the number of houses in England 
and Wales which were rent restricted. 

Mr. MarpLes said the figure was about 
six million: houses and flats. 

Subsidies in Wales 

On February 9, Mr. Watkins asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he would give the names of the 


local authorities in Wales who had qualified 
for the extra help of increased Exchequer 
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contribution towards housing and which re- 
duced the loca] authority’s contribution, as 
stated in paragraph 49 of Command Paper 
No. 9014 on Rural Wales. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the information 
was as follows:—Merthyr Tydfil County 
Borough Council, Bangor Borough Council, 
Caernarvon Borough Council, Pontardawe 
Rural District Council and the Urban Dis- 


trict Councils of Aberdare, Bedwas and 
Machen, Bedwellty, Brynmawr, Caerphilly, 
Cwmbran, Llwchwr, Mynyddislwyn and 
Tredegar. 
Material from Rice Husks 

On February 9, MR. JANNER asked the 


Minister of Works to what extent he was 
using, in the buildings being erected by his 
department, a new material made from rice 
husks, which: was fireproof and _ termite- 
proof and had special insulating qualities. 

Sir Davip Ecctes said that the only mate- 
rial of this kind of which his department had 
any knowledge was not yet on the market in 
this country. Until it was available and had 
been tested he could not say whether it 
would be used in the erection of new 
Government buildings. 


Street Lighting 


On February 10 Mr. KENNETH THOMPSON 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government if he was satisfied that his 
requirements for the provision of street 
lights in newly developed housing estates 
were the minimum consistent with security 
and road safety requirements. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said there were no specific 
requirements for street lighting on housing 
estates. Local authorities put forward such 
proposals as they thought fit and when those 
were considered in his Department the 
criteria mentioned were, in fact, applied. 


Tenants’ Complaints in New Towns 


On February 11 Mr. SHINWELL asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that tenants of houses 
in new towns, where no local authority as 
yet existed, were unable to bring their com- 
plaints before elected representatives; and 
whether, in such circumstances, he would 
agree to intervene when tenants sought to 
have their grievances remedied. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said it was his experience 
that the new town corporations themselves 
were at all times ready to receive representa- 
tions from tenants and to consider them care- 
fully and sympathetically. He did not con- 
sider that it would be in the general interest 
for him to intervene further in the day-to-day 
work of the corporations. 


Carlton House Terrace 


On February 11 Mr. StToKEs asked the 
Minister of Agriculture what considerations 
led his department to the conclusion that 
the redevelopment of Carlton House Terrace 
as a Foreign Office rather than as an area 
for hotels, flats and other commercial enter- 
prises would be to the national advantage 
especially having regard to the high site 
value and the dollars it might earn. 

Sir THOMAS DUGDALE said that the 
alternative uses of the site were considered in 
1951 by the previous Government. He 
understood that the conclusion reached was 
that use as high-class offices would be the 
most remunerative and give the best security. 
It was also felt that the property would be 
particularly suitable as a Foreign Office. No 
final plans had yet been submitted to the 
Commissioners of Crown Lands. 
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TENDER DOCUMENTS 

Minisiry of Works Proposals 
THE LMBA Information Service states 
that notification has been received that the 
NFBTE are informed by the Ministry of 
Works that when inviting tenders, they will 
issue in duplicate all the documents which 
are essential to the making of a complete 
offer, but no others. In the following cases, 
only those documents marked with an 
asterisk are regarded by the Ministry as 





so essential, and therefore issued in 
-duplicate: 
(1) Where Bills of Quantities are used. 
* Tender Form. 

Bills of Quantities. 

Form CCC/WKS/1 (as amended) 

Specification. 

Drawings. 
(2) Where Bills of Quantities are not used. 


* Tender Form. 

* Schedule of Daywork Rates 
Form CCC/WKS/1 (as amended). 
Specification. 
Drawings. 

Normally, where bills of quantities are 
used, priced bills are not asked for when 
submitting tenders; if they are asked for, 
then the Ministry will send a duplicate. 
Priced bills are only called for when the 
offer is actually being considered and then, 
when called for, a blank bill is issued. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Defence Regulation 68CB: 
Letting of Parts of Dwellings 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment has issued a circular to local 
authorities (No. 10/54) referring to Defence 
Regulation No. 68CB, which facilitated the 
letting of parts of dwellings. The Regula- 
tion was revoked on December 7, 1952, by 
Article 11 of the Defence Regulations 
(No. 2) Order, 1952 (S.I. 1952 No. 2091), 
except as it applied to accommodation when 
registered under the Regulation or subse- 
quently registered as the result of an appli- 
cation made before that date. 

The Government intend, the circular 
states, to seek an Order in Council revoking 
the Regulation completely shortly before 
December 10, 1954. When the Regulation 
is revoked any lettings still remaining will 
cease to have the benefit of the legal pro- 
tection given by paragraph (4) of the Regu- 
lation against action by landlords for breach 
of covenant. Accordingly the mesne tenants 
concerned may become responsible to their 
landlords for breaches of the terms under 
which they hold their tenancies. 

Provision is made in the Housing Repairs 
and Rents Bill as follows:— 

** 36. In determining for the purposes of the Rent 
Acts the standard rent of any dwelling-house, no 
account shall be taken of any letting of accommoda- 
tion which at the material time was registered for 


the purposes of Regulation 68CB of the Defence 
(General) Regulations, 1939, and was let in accord- 


+ 


ance with terms and conditions so registered; and 
if that Regulation is revoked, any such accommoda- 
tion which is let as aforesaid immediately before 
the revocation shall not, as respects that letting, be 
treated as a dwelling-house to which those Acts 
apply.”” 
If this provision is accepted by Parliament, 
it will effectively replace paragraph (6) of 
the Regulation. That is to say, the occupant 
of a registered letting still existing when the 
Regulation is revoked will not enjoy security 
of tenure under the Rent Restrictions Acts. 
but any subsequent letting will bring the 
accommodation within the Rent Restrictions 
Acts, and any standard rent which may have 
been established prior to the registered let- 
ting will be a material consideration in 
assessing a fresh standard rent for the 
accommodation. 
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LCC 
Car Parking Plan for Inner London 


HE general purposes committee of 
London County Council has considered 
the report of the Working Party on car park- 
ing in inner London and have made the 
following observations on the parking plan 
which the Working Party has prepared. The 
report was before the Council on Tuesday. 
In the first stage of the Working Party’s 
parking plan, 1,820 underground garage 
places and no multi-storeyed garage places 
would be provided, compared with 1,720 and 
7,250 places, respectively, in subsequent 
stages. At the completion of the first-stage 
proposals the heavier expenditure contem- 
plated at the second stage might be found 
to be unduly onerous and other expedients 
might have to be adopted. Thus, in the 
long run, underground spaces might well 
form a far larger proportion of the whole 
provision than the Working Party now 
envisage. 

The report suggests that restrictions on 
long-term street parking should be imposed 
as off-set parking space becomes available. 
It appears to us more desirable that street 
parking charges and restrictions should be 
enforced first. This should result in a greater 
use of public transport: at the same time, a 
greater impetus should be given for 
developers to meet the need created by their 
own buildings and private enterprise should 
be encouraged to provide off-street accom- 
modation. It should then be possible to 
make a more accurate assessment of parking 
needs. To reduce hardship, it may be desir- 
able to provide parking space at key points 
towards the perimeter of the county on pub- 
lic transport routes into the central area. 

The town planning committee agree in 
principle to the desirability of constructing 
both underground and_ multi-storeyed 
garages in suitable locations. They and the 
parks committee have given serious consider- 
ation to the effect on amenity of providing 
garages under London squares. They are 
opposed to the destruction of valuable trees 
in view of the steady drop in the London 
tree population, and consider that the pre- 
servation of underground water tables on 
which the nourishment of trees depends 
should be safeguarded. We are in agree- 
ment with the view of the town planning 
committee that the provision of underground 
garages should at first be limited to Finsbury- 
square and Grosvenor-square and that the 
remaining proposals should await the ex- 
perience gained from these two schemes. 
The parks committee are not prepared to 
approve these two schemes until they have 
examined the detailed plans. 

The fire brigade committee are concerned 
at the hindrance to the movement of fire 
appliance vehicles caused by traffic conges- 
tion, and welcome the parking plan generally 
as being likely to alleviate the difficulties. 

Open-sided multi-storeyed car parks, which 
are already in use in the USA, would seem 
to offer many advantages, not only in 
economy of construction but also by reason 
of possible dispensation from certain London 
Building Act requirements that would norm- 
ally be imposed in the case of the more 
usual closed type of structure, and we think 
that the use of such buildings should receive 
consideration. The possibility of building 
multi-storeyed garages over railway lines in 
cuttings, which was not pursued on grounds 
of cost by the Working Party, might also 
be further explored. 
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The committee recommend that—(i) the 
construction of multi-storeyed and under- 
ground garages in suitable locations is desir- 
able in principle; that the general develop- 
ment of underground garages under London 
squares should not be undertaken until 
experience has been gained from the con- 
struction of garages under Finsbury-square 
and Grosvenor-square; in particular, regard 
should be had to the desirability of avoiding 
the destruction of valuable trees; and that 
final approval of these schemes should be 
subject to further examination of the detailed 
proposals: 

(ii) the practicability of constructing, and 
the need for, garages under Royal parks 
and over railway cuttings, particularly in the 
City of London, should be further investi- 
gated; (iii) the proposal for the experimental 
provision of parking meters for short-term 
parking at authorised street parking places 
should be supported; 

(iv) the suggested extension of no-waiting 
regulations is a welcome development. and 
should form the first stage of the attack on 
the problem so that the need for parking 
off the highway can be more accurately 
assessed; and means should be found for 
enforcing such regulations more effectively 
than in the past. 

Royai Festival Hall 

IN ORDER to get the Royal Festival Hall 
ready in time for the Festival of Britain, 
some work was left unfinished, leaving 
external walls of the auditorium unsightly. 
The general purposes committee propose 
that the work should now be put in hand, 
at an estimated cost of £16,000, and that the 
supply and fixing of stone facings should 
be undertaken by the specialist firm who did 
the earlier work. 


HEAT TRANSFER BY RADIATION 


A Fire Research Report 


THE FUNDAMENTAL LAWS of thermal radia- 
tion are to be found in most text-books on 
heat, but the engineer concerned with prac- 
tical problems in the heating of buildings, 
furnace design, illumination engineering and 
similar fields needs a knowledge of the 
actual methods by which radiative transfer 
may be calculated. Fire Research Special 
Report No. 2, “Heat Transfer by Radia- 
tion,” published on February 10 by HMSO 
for DSIR, price 1s, 6d., presents the informa- 
tion which is available together with tables 
of functions for use in making the calcula- 
tions required in solving radiation problems. 

The Report describes the use of the con- 
figuration factor, the ratio of the radiation 
intensity at the receiving element to that 
near to the radiator, and the considerations 
which must be taken into account in deter- 
mining the factor in particular circumstances. 

A section on heat transfer considers transfer 
between extended surfaces and between 
reflecting surfaces of various configurations. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. A. A. Cross has succeeded Mr. T. C. HALe as 
plant manager of the Harts-lane, Barking, factory of 
The Cape Asbestos Co., Ltd. Mr. Hale was recently 
elected to the board of the company as_ director 
(technical). Mr, Cross’s place at the company’s factory 
at Hebden Bridge has been taken by Mr. A. E. 
Hepper, who has joined the company from Courtaulds, 
Ltd. Mr. L. H. Smart, for 11 years plant manager 
of the company’s factory at Kentmere, Westmor- 
land, has been appointed manager of the new plant 
opened at Stirling, and Mr. H. Ettiotr has taken his 
place at Kentmere 

Mr. Rosert AppreBy, who joined Black and Decker, 
Ltd.. Harmondsworth, in February, 1953, has been 
appointed a director and general manager of the com- 
pany. 
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BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 


Move fer Incorporation 


A MEETING was held by the Building Sur. 
veyors’ Institute on February 6 in the Con- 
ference Hall of the Chartered Insurance 
Institute. 20, Aldermanbury, EC2. The fol. 
lowing extracts have been taken from the 
General Secretary’s report: 

When this Institute was formed, it started 
from zero. The membership has now reached 
823. There are still applications for mem- 
bership outstanding, and it is anticipated 
that, in the future, applications for mem- 
bership will come in at a much more rapid 
rate when the plans of the Institute are 
more widely known in the industries which 
it represents. Frequently, reference has 
been made to completely closing the door 
to admissions on a fixed date and restrict- 
ing entrance to examinees only. Your 
council appreciate that examinations should 
be the essential qualification for entrance 
but they also do appreciate that many senior 
members of the profession have reached a 
time of life when they have already achieved 
positions of seniority in their particular pro- 
fession, and their business and private com- 
mitments are such that they could not be 
expected to take examinations. 

In consequence, for a time, it will be 
necessary to vest in your council the 
authority to grant, in special cases, the 
necessary exemption from examinations, 
possibly for only a restricted period but, as 
the numerical strength of the industry and 
the membership of the senior people in that 
industry are essentially the measuring rod 
by which our status will be judged, your 
council feel that, for the time being, they 
must reserve to themselves the necessary 
prerogative to make decisions for exemption 
in exceptional cases. It is hoped that in the 
coming session at evening classes in techni- 
cal colleges, etc., the examinations of your 
Institute will be incorporated in the syllabus. 


Policy of Friendship 

We now proceed to one of the many im- 
portant things which has been a source of 
very great discussion and, at the same time, 
about which doubt has been expressed as 
to whether it could ever be achieved, and 
that is the incorporation of the Building 
Surveyors’ Institute, so that the liability of 
its members may be limited and so that they 
may have all the benefits that are derived 
from incorporation under the Company’s 
Act. The first effort in this connection met 
with a negative result. Frankly, this was 
chiefly due to the fact that the name, the 
objects, and other things generally, were 
alleged to conflict with the main objects and 
purposes of certain other bodies. It has 
always been the desire of your council, and 
still is, that they should organise and co- 
operate on the friendliest possible basis with 
all other professional bodies, and that any 
objections which were raised by such bodies 
should receive proper consideration. It is 
with pleasure that we are now able to say 
that the stage has been reached when incor- 
poration can be achieved. The necessary 
steps are being taken to put this into effect 
and in the very near future you will be 
given further information on this subject. 
but, in view of the delicate negotiations and 
the extreme importance of the matter, it 
is better, at this stage, to say that you will 
be given full information shortly and that at 
the present moment all that it is necessary 
to do to complete matters is ta deal with 
the legal formalities. 
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HOUSING TRANSFERS, 
EXCHANGES AND RENTS 


Mr. Henry Brooke’s Talk at the 
Housing Centre 


ADDRESSING a meeting at the Housing 
= Centre on January 19, Mr. HENRY 
Brooke, MP, chairman of the sub-committee 
of the Central Housing Advisory Committee 
which recently reported on_ transfers, 
exchanges and rents of houses, said he 
thouglit the sub-committee had been set up 
in preparation for the next stage of our 
housing policy—when a sufficiency of houses 
gradually came into existence in isolated 
places, spreading later to the whole country. 
Before that time came it was essential to 
look ahead and avoid overbuilding the types 
of houses which would not eventually be 
wanted. In some areas building might go 
ahead with such enthusiasm that it would 
be discovered that there were more four- 
bedroom houses than were needed and a 
shortage of the smaller houses. 


The job of the sub-committee was to 
discover what measures could be taken in 
certain fields to achieve better use of exist- 
ing housing accommodation. The sub- 
committee was instructed to study local 
authorities’ existing practices in the matter 
of transfers, exchanges and rents. 


Mr. Brooke replied to one of the criti- 
cisms printed in the Press by pointing out 
that the sub-committee had not been required 
to consider transfers and exchanges between 
tenants of privately owned houses, but 
between council house tenants and between 
council house tenants and tenants of 
privately owned houses. If it were not 
possible to facilitate exchanges between these 
two classes of tenants it was not likely to 
be possible to do much about other kinds 
of exchanges. 


What the sub-committee had done in their 
report was to place an obligation on the 
private landlords and agents to consider 
what more could be done to facilitate suit- 
able exchanges and transfers. They had also 
recommended discussions between local 
authorities and private landlords or their 
agents. wherever the situation was favour- 
able for this, with a view to securing the 
proper housing of the people. 


“Rigid and Arbitrary Restrictions ” 


Although the sub-committee had been 
impressed with the evidence of what was 
being achieved already in some areas, they 
were dismayed to find rigid restrictions on 
exchanges placed arbitrarily by some local 
authorities. whereas others had removed 
such restrictions and were willing to let their 
tenants exchange with any other family, 
whether local or not and whether that family 
was living in council accommodation or not, 
provided that the council had satisfied them- 
selves that the incoming family would make 
good tenants and that they were satisfied 
there was a real need for the exchange. 


The sub-committee most strongly urged 
local authorities to review any restrictions 
they had placed on the exchanges between 
their own tenants and, having done that, 
whatever policy they had decided on with 
regard to facilitating exchanges, to give it 
the utmost publicity. There was often a 
Widespread lack of knowledge on the part 
of the public as to the attitude of their local 
authority towards the question of exchanges. 


The committee had also been impressed 
by the restrictive effect being exercised by 
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the rents of council houses in those areas 
where the council had not embarked on any 
thoroughgoing review of its rents since the 
war. The majority of authorities which had 
reconsidered their rents had worked out a 
new system whereby the rents were not 
simply based on the fortuitous factor of the 
cost of the house, but were related to the 
relative size of the house, its amenities, 
situation and so on, so that the tenant would 
feel that the rent he was paying had some 
sense and logic, as had the rent system as 
a whole in that area. 

The sub-committee very much hoped that 
a review of rents would be carried out 
everywhere. 

He thought the new provisions in the 
Housing (Repairs and Rents) Bill were not 
unconnected with the fact that the sub- 
committee’s conclusions on that subject 
became known to the Minister before they 
were published, and he hoped the sub- 
committee had made some contribution 
towards a smoother and more productive 
operation of this measure. 


It was interesting to see how the extent 
to which the pre-war system of allowing rent 
rebates to tenants who could not even afford 
to pay the rents of fully subsidised houses 
was tapering off. Even those authorities 
who were still operating it were receiving 
few applications for rent rebate now. Other 
authorities were coming up against new 
social problems in relation to their housing, 
such as that of balancing their housing 
account in face of the fact that the ratio of 
post-war to pre-war houses was growing, 
with the very high cost of post-war housing. 


Best Use of Subsidies 


This problem, said Mr. Brooke, was going 
to spread to nearly every housing authority 
which was building under existing conditions, 
which meant pretty well all the larger 
authorities in the towns. One simple way 
out would be by means of higher subsidies. 
but he did not think anybody or any govern- 
ment, of whatever political colour, would go 
on raising subsidies on that account alone. 
Consequently, housing authorities were 
having to consider whether they were using 
the existing subsidies to the best advantage. 
We knew that in many places there were 
tenants in council houses who really did not 
need the assistance provided by the subsidy. 


How could housing authorities tackle that 
problem? Some had done it, or attempted 
to do it, by dividing their housing estates 
into high and low rental houses. Another 
method was to add a lodger charge or an 
“additional earner” charge on the rent. 
Another was a rent surcharge scheme 
whereby every tenant who had a family 
income over a certain amount paid an extra 
2s. 6d.. 3s. 6d. or more, on a rising scale. 
There were also differential rent systems 
whereby the rent was assessed on a formula 
related to the family income. This tended 
to arouse political conflict, but Mr. Brooke 
pointed out that the first of these schemes 
to. bé introduced in London was introduced 
by a Labour borough council, while the next 
was by a Conservative-controlled authority. 
He thought all parties were to blame in 
regard to this matter of council house rents 
and all parties had introduced prejudice 
into it. 

He thought the strongest case for some 
sort of differential rent system would be 
found in areas such as those of the Metro- 
politan borough councils, where the incomes 
of the people differed widely. while the 
housing authority had practically no more 
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land available on which to build. At the 
other extreme was the homogeneous, small- 
ish industry town, where there was no wide 
difference between incomes of the inhabi- 
tants, and if there were people substantially 
better off than others who yet wanted a 
council house or flat, there was plenty of 
land about for that purpose. In that type 
of area he thought something in the nature 
of a lodger charge should be adopted. 

The case for differential rents was less 
strong where the area was very large, because 
there the housing authority possessed such 
a wide variety of houses and flats that they 
might be able to cater for almost all sizes 
of income. 


BUILDING WORKERS AND THE 
FROST 
Statement by AUBTW 


WHILE the country is busy congratulating 
itself on the fact that 319,000 houses were 
built in 1953, many of the building workers 
responsible for the achievement are finding 
their reward in dole queues. For, with the 
present spell of severe weather many of them 
have been dismissed by their employers. So 
runs a statement, issued on February 10, by 
Mr. George Lowthian, MBE, general secre- 
tary, Amalgamated Union of Building Trade 
Workers, which said: 

“Under the National Working Rule (2b) 
for the building industry there is laid down 
the minimum time in which an employer may 
dismiss an operative. Employers have taken 
advantage of the short period of notification 
required by this rule to sack their men. These 
men have then to register as unemployed 
until, apparently, milder weather allows them 
to take up their employment again. No 
guaranteed week operated here. These cir- 
cumstances surely reveal that building 
workers suffer conditions of employment no 
longer tolerated by other sections of industry. 
Surely building must be the only major in- 
dustry in the country in which men have to 
rely on the vagaries of the weather for their 
means of subsistence. 

“It was never the spirit of this particular 
rule that employers should use it to dismiss 
men almost immediately because severe 
weather was likely to hold up building opera- 
tions. Such action is surely not in accord- 
ance with the best employer—employee re- 
lations and feelings of mutual loyalty. 

‘Almost every winter a great deal of 
building time is lost through inclement 
weather. In such circumstances many em- 
ployers say that their financial reserves are 
so low that they cannot afford to carry men 
over a bad period. But this winter was 
noted for its exceptional mildness until the 
sudden and severe spell of frost and snow. 
During this mild period work progressed 
favourably and employers’ finances must 
surely have been strengthened. But we have 
been shown that, at the first sign of diffi- 
culty, they are prepared to sack rather than 
sustain their, employees. 

“This ruthlessness has led to anger and 
agitation among building workers. Recently 
they have been criticised for- asking what 
they believe is a legitimate increase in wages. 
Now they are being congratulated for their 
work in breaking housing targets, but at the 
same time being shown that no one feels 
any real sense of responsibility or gratitude 
to them.” 





Ministry of Labour figures issued on Feb- 
ruary 9 show that employment in the build- 
ing industry and contracting trades fell by 
29,000 in December last. 
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TECHNICAL EDUCATION 


UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOR BUILDING APPRENTICES 


Special Award for Plasterer Apprentices 


PPLICATIONS are now being invited by 
the Building Apprenticeship and Train- 
ing Council for their welfare fund scholar- 
ships, tenable for three years at a university 
or a technical college offering a degree or a 
higher diploma course in building science. 
The scholarships are open to registered 
building apprentices who are at least 17 
years old by September 1 this year. 

For the first time a special scholarship is 
open to plasterer apprentices, and all 
plasterer apprentices registered with the 
BATC or the National Joint Apprenticeship 
Board for the Building Industry are eligible 
to compete for it. The scholarship is offered 
by the Worshipful Company of Plaisterers, 
London, for the four years’ Higher National 
Diploma Course at the LCC School of 
Building at Brixton. All fees and examin- 
ation expenses, together with a maintenance 
allowance according to circumstances, will 
be covered by the award. 

The closing date for receipt of applica- 
tions is March 15, and it is for the principal 
of the educational establishment at which 
the candidate is, or has been studying, to 
forward the application. Intending appli- 
cants should not apply direct to the Council. 


Particulars are obtainable from the Secre- 
tary, at Lambeth Bridge House, Albert 
Embankment, SEl. Written examinations 


will be held on April 13 and 14 in London 
and certain provincial centres. The sub- 
jects are: English, building science, mathe- 
matics and building knowledge. From the 
results of the written papers, selected candi- 
dates will be called to London for interview 
in May. 


SOUTH-EAST ESSEX TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE 
Exhibition of Building and Surveving 
Students’ Work 


SouTH-East ESSEX TECHNICAL 
COLLEGE is to hold an exhibition of build- 
ing and surveying students’ work in the 
Building Centre attached to this College. 


THE 
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This has been arranged for Thursday and 


Friday, March 11 and 12 (2-5 pm and 
6.30-9 pm), and Saturday, March 13 
(2-8 pm). 


It is intended to have students working in 
the various workshops, laboratories, etc., on 
their normal tasks, in addition to exhibiting 
completed jobs and drawings. Competitions 
for apprentices are to be held in brickwork, 
plumbing, carpentry, painting and decor- 
ating, and wood-machining for apprentices 
representing the East Ham School of Build- 
ing. Hackney Technical Institute, and the 
three Essex Colleges (Mid-Essex, South- 
West Essex, and South-East Essex). 

The new Building Centre at the South- 
East Essex College was opened in Septem- 
ber, 1951. This exhibition has been arranged 
with a view to allowing the general and 
building public to view the facilities now 
available for technical education in building 
and surveying. 


SHEFFIELD COLLEGE OF 
TECHNOLOGY 


Department of Building’s Prize Day 


Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, was the chief guest at the prize 
distribution ceremony of the Department of 
Building of the Sheffield College of Tech- 
nology on February 3 and presented medals, 
prizes and certificates to successful students. 

The head of the department, Mr. W. 
Alexander, ARIBA, referred in his report to 
the work and development in the department 
since last year and that the number of 
students now exceeded 1,400. The full- 
time course in building and quantity survey- 
ing had now been recognised by the RICS, 
and was, said Mr. Alexander, the best 
method of entry into the profession. The 
full-time course in advanced building techno- 
logy had been recognised for the award of 
Higher National Diplomas in Building and 
these were presented to J. Hall, D. Harkin, 
P. Longley, C. I. Patnick, G. I. Shaw and 
E. Taylor, five distinctions having been 
obtained. 

Votes of thanks to Mr. Grosvenor were 
proposed by Mr. J. N. Hancock, chairman 
of the Sheffield Building Trades Employers’ 
Association, and seconded by Councillor C. 
Johnson on behalf of the NFBTO. 
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MECHANICAL AIDS TO 
PLASTERING 


Demonstration at Crawley 


N ECHANICAL aids to plastering which, 
fe it is claimed, enable the skilled plas- 
terer to increase his output very considerably, 
were the subject of a demonstration of the 
“ Trautsch ” system of plastering at Crawley 
New Town last Friday, when a small house 
of “ no-fines ” construction, built by George 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd., was plastered out 
(rendering only) in a few hours. 

The machines employed were of German 
manufacture: the “ Putzwerfer” plaster 
thrower and the “ Putzglatter” electric 
smoothing trowel. The demonstration was 
timed by a member of the Building Research 
Station, but official figures are not yet avail- 
able. However, during a trial run on the 
previous day a similar house was plastered 
out in 44 hours (rendering only) by three 
plasterers and two labourers, with the aid 
of the machines, the total area of the walls 
rendered being 177 sq. yds. 

Without wishing to detract from the value 
of the machine, it should be pointed out 
that it is very messy in operation. and 
some time has to be devoted to removing 
unwanted plaster from, for example, the 
ceiling, when the walls are being sprayed. 
To facilitate this cleaning-up process. metal 
trays are placed at the foot of the walls 
to be sprayed, and these catch the bulk 
of the plaster that falls short of the wall, 
and can be emptied into the machine. 

The system can attain to a higher degree 
of efficiency, it is claimed, in a large block 
of flats than in individual houses, owing to 
less time being wasted in moving the appara- 
tus. Under these conditions it is claimed 
that one throwing machine can keep eight 
plasterers busy. On houses, one labourer 
and one plasterer, with the aid of the 
machine, can do the work of two plasterers 
and one labourer, thus saving a plasterer. 


The cost of the “ Putzwerfer” is £476, 
and that of the “Putzglatter” trowel 
£62 12s. 6d. Messrs. Henry Hirst (Sheffield), 
Ltd., of Bourne, Lincs, are the importers, 
and Mr. H. W. G. Tingley, 60, Buckingham- 
road, Shoreham-by-Sea, is the English agent, 
and is the agent for the southern counties. 





Photographs by The Sheffield Telegraph. 


The plaster being applied to the wall by means of the 
“ Putzwerfer’’ throwing machine. 


The electric smoothing trowel in action after the thrown 
plaster has been roughly smoothed by a board. 
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_.CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS — 





i information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£a ¢& 
Pit Ballast per yd. % 2 °5 
Pit Sand a ; ¢ 5 
Washed Sand < a 
fin. Shingle... ea 18 11 
din. Broken Brick as 19 3 
Pan Breeze Re 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate per ton 218 1 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site Pe 415 0 
1 to 6 tons, site i re 5 4 0 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site . é > 3 @ 
1 to 6 ton do. site . “ 7% ¢ 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ees fe 616 6 
Other colours according to colour 
In 4-ton lots from 210s. 3d. to 434s. 3d. - ton. 
White Portland Cement eas ‘ 12 15 6 
Under 1 ton per cwt. we 3 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), "32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 2s. 9d. to £10 16s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 6-7 6 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up Pa 140 9 
Stourbridge seencaae 6-ton —_ at Railway Depot, 

London ‘ 5 15 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads 
First Hard Stocks . ae ies eu : per 1,000 11 0 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... a ae ans oa % 10 4 6 
Mild Stocks... a 8 13 6 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 

obtained from job to job. 
2} in. Nominal Fletton —e to sites in W.C. 

District Commons ‘be P i - $10 0 

Cellular do. “ 510 0 

Keyed do. Ne +H 0 

Rustics : ‘a 615 0 

Cellular Rustics '< 615 0 

Single Bullnose do. a 610 0 

Sandfaced ... pa 710 O 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ wi 23 iF 6 

Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) a 2411 6 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . - 2110 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) os 918 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) . Sea sae - 9 1 6 
2hin. Best aw Fire Bricks ioe 

Stations) .. oe ‘a 7 Oe 
3in. do. (London Stations) oa Ke 26 11 6 
2gin. Machine- made Sandfaced "Red ’Facings 

(London Sites) - 13 9 6 
2j in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 

Sites) Pe 13 14 6 
2} in. Riad made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

Sites) a 14 3 6 
2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 

(London Sites) ‘ 14 3 6 
jin. Surrey Clamp Burnt Malti ‘Stock ‘Facings 

(London Sites) oa) i 1% -2 0 





£ sG 

2§ in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) per 1,000 13 18 0 

Glazed Bricks (London sites), “White, Tv densa ‘Brown— 
Stretchers... : Bs 64 0 0 
Headers , wee axe aa 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats. pee aaa is 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... - waa aaa “aa a 85 0 0 
Double Headers... ass saa ‘aa ea a 7710 0 
One side and twoends .... a én aaa “a 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend ... ‘aa «a aaa os 89 10 O 
Splays and Squints <a ie ae aa ee 83 0 0 


Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLay PARTITION BLOCKS (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 
y 4 er wa ... 140 yds. a «es per yd. sup. 4 3 
yh ere aan ..- 140 yds. ia aa s 4 6 
<i er us «- 120 yds. asa aes ee 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) : 95 yds. aaa aan a 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
pS See waa ..- 100 yds. a1 tua - 3 6 
y pee -- 85 yds. aan aan pe 4 1 
i pre «ae tagem cas a me 4 10 
4m ... ice ccs Sa as pes = 6 
CRANHAM 
en aes an ies aaa as wea pone - 6 5 
2tin. ... tae as ea eee <a a wos 
Z - Hee Aa ae ada ead aaa aa pa Si 
ana ae aa a “ 10 2 
ati in. Load bearing quality eas ; des il 2 
FLoor BLOcKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. wad 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... - 1,000 3110 0 
4 in. ee eas see ea ae 4 <a 13 0 
5 in. GO ac aa a eae aaa aa pat 39 7 0 
6 in. GD . ase aa ad add aa pen a 46 16 0 
7 in. GG. . ss pee en ‘ta ae <a re 54.1 0 
8 in. Cae as aa «de aaa aa én 61 15 O 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +973% +1073% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% * 4.673% +10% +974% +10% +1074% 
Tested Quality 4374/4678 +3734 +9747 +374% +1074 ? 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474%4678% +473%+4974% +473° 21074 
£ -s. 
3 in. Land Drain 7" aes 12 in. veesianadl per 1,000 10 2 $ 
4 in. do. 3 as 13 6 O 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park . per ft. cube 6 8 
St. Aldheim Box Ground — ~ 7 8 


Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered naam area ,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine en: B. - 
Southern Region aa aa = 73 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

? in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area yi 

1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 


as 
“a 


” 


per ft. sup. 6 2 


described . ee 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, saasenaiaie: throated - 

stooled cills : on ft.cube 3 1 9 
12 in. X 6 in. do. do. fe 24 3 
12 in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated os 114 0 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated “— ” 2.3 -6 
14 in. x 6 in. do. do. = 2.1246 
4} in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face « a 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes - per ck sup. 6 4 
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STONE—continued £ is. 12. 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in, and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork 


l perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 


brickwork 169 
Hard York— 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front ... 2a ss os me -- perft.cube 2 2 0 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... a 116 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. dO 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes __ per yd. sup. 2 11 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district aoe nat see acs aA 28 18 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district |. oes see 41 18 6 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ae 56 17 6 
Hand-made 10} x 6} tiles Berkshire district... ees i235 6 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district _.. sas i350 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. =e 1 8 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. eae see 1 6 3 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6} e 3s - a 618 6 
do. Interlocking (49S) a oat ook 18 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
A ee | ee 100 16 9 
22x 12 86 6 6 
2px 1 76 0. 6 
ex a2. io See 
20 X10)... ‘ais em it = se a 68 10 9 
Ae ID: «., ne mee - aa Bes _ 50:47 0 
LS eis See sah — i 5 43 15 0 
x 30) .:; Ke ai see ea as one 42 18 3 
lS ee sips ae ona aa Sa ata a3 13 3 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality oe -.» Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality ee os a0. ms £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. a £106 0 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany— African S.E. se' es perft.cube 1 5 0 
do. Hondurasdo. ... do. > Za 0 
Oak Europeando. ... do. a 149 3G 
do. Japanese do. ... do. Ne 20 0 
do. English Logs sawn do. a ie ae 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. ss 3 0 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. ee 1 + 6 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1g in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. A ios each 112 0 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. o. ans ee a 1 13) 40 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. es ae ne 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sia oa seg 116 6 
2 in. do., but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. a ai ee * Z..9' 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. = nae sae ne 241-6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 4 aoe as Pm 2 29 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ane an eee ‘ 7 Sea 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 2 8 
1} in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ... on ‘ 7 4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ... wes a 8 113 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ... se rat 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ... ee me 11 53 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
# in. imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
per 100sq.ft. 2 2 6 
4 in. Hardboard do. ove ee see ee 3 2 3 16 
% in. do. ee cae PAS ie = 3 2 46 
#s in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets gee per yd. sup. Xa | 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply ay =e coh a 1 6 
do. 2-ply a see re iS 19 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs — aes per 3 cwt. 5 0 6 
t do. pearl ... one one cis . > $0 
Croid Glue ose bss ae ae 28 Ib. 23 0 
Cut Nails, 3 in. (1-ton lots) per ton 54 5 0 
do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) ae 30:15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... a per cwt. 245 9 
do. 4in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... ae ee 242..3 
METALS STEEL Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. X Sin.,8in. X Sin.,8in. xX 6in., 10in. x Gin. 
12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered London 
area cae 3 es ie a per ton 37 2 +6 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X ldin. ... ce sea nS bis on 310 0 
3 in. X 3 in., 4in. X 3in., Sin. x 2hin. ... “ 1 5 0 
4in. x ADs io 356 ooo. ee ost aap ae 32010 
44 in. X 1} in., 24 in. x 7} in. oa ay ss 2 0-0 
oan, X 3m. 2230: X 7M: .... js oie mA 1 0 0 
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& s. & 
6 in. X 3 in. perton 1 16 0 
9 in. x 7 in. ier ee Ee Sen © Gee 29 5 0 
10 in. X 4} in, Pins XK SiN cas Ae ian 7 i239 
Sin. xX 44 in, 6in. X 44in., 7in. x 34hin., 
7in. X 4 in., 8 in. X 4in., Sin. xX 47; 
10 in. -x 5 in., 10an. <8 in., 121m. < $in., 
13in; Xx Sin, 14in. x Shin., 14 in. x 6in., 3 10 0 
14 in. X 8 in., 1Sin. xX 5 in., 15 in. X 6in., 
16 in. X 6in., 16 in. x 8 in., 18 in. xX 6in., 
i710; X77 an, 18in. X 8in., 20in. x 6}in., 
20 in. x 7 in. see ies ies aes ees 
Steel angles average price Sis nie see ss = gp S387 CG 
Steel tees average price... me ae ae <r = 5p) OD 6 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted afte sae ks ies is SEo15: -@ 
Compound girders ay Ae ee aN jess Seg SG 3G 
Stanchions ae ae ay oes aes ase gp ee O30 
Compound stanchions ... aed ve abs eae age Oe OF 2G 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ... aia oe = ee oO 7 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London r 
Stock § in. diam., and upward ne ee ls a eee ee 
3 in. diam. pee ‘ek ei oe per ton extra. 3 12 0 
fs in. do. ... me a ae - es SSK. Paces 217 0 
BOGG0r es Gk ees | he We ee 220 
4 in. do. ae es » PG 


MILD STEEL TUBES ; , 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 

Clas A — 33% 

ClasB + 5}% Light 


ClassC + 213% +204 Malleable List — 394% +35% 


Heavy +273% 


= 
assA — 234% . 5 
Mie ae 6? Light + 84 A ] ist — 393° 

——e ie 0 ary + Malleable L 3% 

C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
Gutters Nozzles Ends. 
3 in. is re is sue mr 3/1 2/9 /10 
34 in. sas Soke see was one 3/43 3/- _/10 
4 in. oie see as aes sue 4/4 3/4 1/2 
4} in. see Se ‘ss ane cae 4/9 3/8 1/5 
5S in. see sie me SoS oan 5/4 4/1 1/7 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. a Bes tes sat se 4/- 3/7 /ik 
34 in. Si bcs sas sae 35% 4/53 3/7 1/2 
4 in. sin ees ave is wets 4/104 3/8 1/6 
44 in. ais rf ae ee ae 5/4 4/4 1/8 
5 in. ve Ss iis nee 5/93 4/11 1/1 
C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPes 
Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Ste sa Pipe Bends Branches 
2 in. ae sins ios a6 sas 6/4 3/4 4/9 
23 in. is 93 ee es See 6/7 3/8 6/7 
3 in. ne sats eae ann ae 7/5 4/8 7/1 
34 in. as ae ee vas sas 8/44 5/7 8/5 
4 in. Ses se ch dae 9/84 6/9 9/11 
L.C.C. CoaTED Soi Pipes 

2 in. as a eee it ‘ie 7/54 5/9 1/- 
23 in. san Oy igi ane oo 7/103 6/4 8/8 
3 in. ies ae aie ae sis 8/10 1/- 10/5 
34 in. ave sete nae ae ae 9/11 8/8 12/1 
4 in. cos . ESaS 9/9 14/3 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 74° and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 2} per cent. 

L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 
In 9-fts. 


cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends __ Branches 
4 in. oes are i Ee ae 20/1 13/10 24/5 
6 in. Se ee ee > Om Th 29 10 28/10 49/11 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6/ft. lengths per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes ~ a each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ... a 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 $/11 
do. 6in. do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
AsBEsTOos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/74 
Drop ends each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends... as a5 “~ AAQ /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles... = 33 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles... Sever ae 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips sive - 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 


ASBESTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND Frittincs ; 
3 in. 4in. 44 in. Sin. 6 in. 


Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 


Drop ends eos ©6Cach 2/1 2/ 2/11 4/3 
Stop ends ats A /9 /10 /i1 1/- 1/2 
Angles... ee ne 2/5 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3. 
Nozzles... a me 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips . = 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS—Continued. 
Per ton basis 
in — 
£ 

Jron—Staffordshire Crown chia belonead 39 10 0 
Mild Steel Bars eae 37 8 O 
Mild Steel Hoops 38 3 0 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
Sa. @ 
Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 


20 gauge aes ee ‘cr re aa ae 48 22 G 

24 cauge pF yas eae yee éa5 ‘aa «se 46.9F 6 

26 gauge = ‘fa «se 48 17 6 
Galvanised Corrugated st sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ie ° 5 ne “a io 2297 6 

Ze = an sae Wi ate re aaa «a oe le @ 

aa aaa in oF te @ 

Pte oe Flat sheets CR. and €, A a= 

20 gauge aah ue cae aca” See 1G 

24 gauge as ae ee eis ays des «ss SSF O 

26 gauge — «ae Sete © 

Metal Windows. —Standard “Metal Windows, B.S. 940. Prices on 


application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorRK, CoppPeER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. din. Zin. lin. Ifin. lin. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron ‘ ... 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for iron «. 90/- 129/- 


Screw down stop cocks foriron 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions forlead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 


Double nut boiler screws... 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/- 76/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves .... 62/- 141/- 216/- 304) 558/- 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron a as oo» 15/9 19/- 31/6 S5/—- 67/9 132/- 
ld in. Idin. 2in. 3 in. 34 in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws aaa «. 27/- 33/- 48/- 75/- 96/- 125/- 
Brass sleeves .. aaa 45/- 60/- 61/- 


aes 25/- 25/- 
13 x 6lb. 14 x 61b. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7 1b. 
Lead P. trap with aed aoe g 


screws - sHe= 7T1/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead S. trap do. ve w §©68/- 85/- 139/- 249/- 
Solder s. d. 

Plumbers’... Pre ne ass aaa ree -. perlb. 3 O 

Tinmen’s ... na ae wee saa ave See a ae 

Blow pipe... a 3 9 


Copper tubes BSS 659/194 0 on n the basic price of 265 d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. 33 
in. X 19 gauge ... eco a se Total per lb. 38 
ii x i. aes AS im 15 . se 363 
Lin ¥ 28 aa wae “a 83 a oa 354 
Hin. X 18 ,, wa 84 ve oS 343 
oS x tS aaa aaa ia 84 ia a 343 
x 17 93 2 .» 30f 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic me £ & & 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton 284 0 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 613 O 
do. 12 gauge do. = 611 0 
Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras... x eae ee per Ib. 1 94 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling — in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


S$ «& 
Lead Sheet, English, 3 lb. substance and upwards perton 121 5 0 
'Lead Water Pipe in coils ae “4 122 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ans a 124 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. ae ee “a 126 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe a a 124 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Sowt. and under 1 ton se per cwt. 2 0 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. aig ae <a asa ‘ea 4 0 
1 ewt. do. 3 cwt. - ace ea 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. ‘priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £76 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on ™ per ton i eee 
do. White do. do. se pa tt ¢ 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. aes a a@ 4 
do. Fine do. do. Lae a 714 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6 ton loads re aca aia a 6 5 0 
ydrated Lime do. its ae da “a a 5 9 0 
Lump Lime do. are <3 418 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads as 10 0 9 
Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ais ‘a 915 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ore eae sae aa - o@ 3 
Hair per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board # in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... peryd. 2 3 
bm Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one e delivery 
Delivered site ine sae ae i 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £€. 
Ceiling Distemper per cwt. 112 6 
Washable Distemper os $i 0 
Gloss Paint per gal. 2% 0 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) - per cwt. > te «@ 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg per cwt. 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg aaa oa 
Size XD quality, 28 lb... aaa «ss pertin” - Q 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ... per gal. 12 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. as aa a 13 
SUNDRIES 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra Be a 5 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. as pa 4 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Exterior ma i 6 
1 
1 


NANG 

_ 

QW oo 
eCOnocooncorvw 


Creosote (40 gal. barrels) . = Bo? me 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ite ‘ta «-. per Ib. 
White Lining Paper son aaa aa 


PAOAOD 


per piece 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside ... ae .-» per gal. 
Oak Pale Copal do. ai ai aa pe 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside ae ua aaa a 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 2 aaa ore ne 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. Eee ‘Kia ‘aia ms 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... tea aaa iad mw 
Front Door Varnish aa aaa “aa aaa mA 
Japan Gold Size... sine Sea aaa tg a 
Black Japan aa a aes aa aa a 
Brunswick Black ... nae a “er a sm 
Berlin Black ee ei eas ach sae ‘a 
Terebene ads ree ene a 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) via Mas a a 
French and Brush Polish (do.) : 


Ne ee eer rs 


BOUMSCUMUNOO 


_ 


GLASS 


Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
s. <4 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 53 
BO «xs = ss a a aes 7k 
2602 i»  » +s oe s ae «s 9t 
32 Oz. ” ” ” ” ” ore 1 0 
+ in. Rolled Plate : - ies oe eae _ 9 
#s in. and } in. Rough Cast re gas vee 1 0 
+ in. — Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns : 
ite as ee aa pee eee 
do. Standard Tints ... 
do. Special Tints 2 aia Lis as oe ad 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating ae a aay eae 
tin. Wired Cast . 
tin. Georgian Wired Cast 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B. 5% x 5} X 3 in. 
P.B.3 1k X 13x 3fi - aan aa ad ces aaa 
P.B32 7} x 73x 34 Me rr 
= Corner Blocks ‘a match up with— 
B ; ae 


P.B.3 
P.B.32 


din. Polished Plate Glass, G.G. - Quality — Per 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. aaa ae aia 

“ Sit ame... 

45 ft. sup. ... 

os ns » 100 ft. — 


3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i sete iia "100 ft. 

sup. or 160 in. one way or 961 in. “both ways, G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one asi or 135 in. 

both ways a ae wid 8 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto” ao aaa «as 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto. ee |§6=sG 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 

Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
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oe 


eure 
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Minimum. Per ft. super. 

Description of Glass quantity. s. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. aaa aad wae oe | 
24 oz. ;, a “eua <a ‘sin aa ..- 2,000 53 
a - ee eee ce aa ea aca, ae 7k 

a AS aes «.. 2,000 94 
i ia. “Rolled Plate - 1,000 74 
4in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 74 
tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, ‘Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... 1,000 104 
# in. and } in. Rolled Plate or a cman 2000 103 
¢in- Wired Cast, Hexagonal 2000 1 0} 

in. Georgian Wired Cast 2'000 1 03 












































































































































































































360 THE BUILDER February 19 1954 
Februar} 
GGita sirilera, i BRE 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES fii 
AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) IF - 
shou 
Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade, f the co 
PUROET 255i okasksbbssnoeeseoss A : a PAMONEEIEIR ccsascaseiecsets A 0 
Aberdare ..... aN Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B ak goes dep 
Spaewner vA Craftsmen ... ase oe 3/74 3/7 3/63 3/6 fons nl AQ parties. 
an... my Labourers ... ee ce ee 3/14 3/1 3/0} Skigoe UD. ie contrast { 
orotate bicgacs Aes Town. Grode. Town. Grade. Town. Grade. a U.D. +A2 Feather a 
Aldershot District ..... we se. Se ea eee seeeeeenes seeeeesenes 1 — bpasaaeeansaseneae hacer “ Smethwick C.B. <a Corporat 
— A | Burnley. cecnces nea ssreecces A | Fleetwood’ ; “A | Lyneham (Devon) oc/A2 | Snettisham ccc cad FP with ano 
ete tea pecan Burton-on-Trent C.B. ......A MIRE c6isahis yy Somerset, County $A2 between ; 
Altrincham ......sssssccsseeeee- A B A t is Macclesfield A Southampton ........... ik 
Ab... ee PIED Nos cwebionaes aso easers Folkestone -A2 Maidenhead .. Al Sauthendon Sea Disk ‘ between 
Amersia “At | Bergst Bémands AL | Brinton ‘AL | Maidstone AL | Southport see mera fer 
. ; i Eescesessecserinseasceth 3 
—— “VS | Byfleet Al Gainsborough U.D. ........A Maldon (Essex) . ~—— Soci spina .: well have 
Ardingly = A2 Calder Valley A Gateshead .........660 ek Malvern U.D.. acostul Stafford M.B.... met” contracto 
Arundel ..........0 A? Cambridge A Gillingham (Kent)... Al Manchester .....cccccssesseesses A MOE. occccces cess i 
SRS: A2 Cannock U.D. ok ee ee A Manningtree .... Al Stamford M.B. .. At In the 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury A2 MSEGRICENOOE: (osc snnnacnssdesessess A Mansfield M.B. 2A Stantonwick A Bradford 
Ashby Woulds U.D. A Cardiff aa Gloucestershire, Cnty. of $A2 OS ee .A2 Stevenage ik ( 
—— (Kent)........ 2 Cardiganshire, County of $A2 ye ae Sens besveunsacscos A2 he x oe em beauseiai vena eacany A2 Stockport . ok the local 
Ashford (Middlesex). A C1 fh eas A oole A arket Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. 4 or erecti 
Ashington ........ A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of A2 Gosport ... A Maryport ......ccsscresscerscceesAh Stockton-on-Tees . —_ Ps b ‘ld 
Ashtead ...... A Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of $A3 Grantham M.B. A Matlock U.D. as Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ae the bul 
Ashton-under-Lyne net SAP TUONEDD s;cac052 «cos vescrseacs A Gravesend ...... vA Melksham ..... -A2 Stoke Orchard ....... “Al trary to 
Aspatria and Brayton......A2 Castleford mer. Great Yarmouth ...........066+ A Melton Consta ve-A2 Stourbridge M.B. A claimed tl 
Atherstone R.D.(partsof) A eh epee ae Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D.......A1 Stourport U.D. ... ceil 
PUMOPIEY, ociscasccansissaccpen A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith .. oak Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ........csse0 A Stowmarket .............. At as damag 
Aylesby (Yorks) cee Charmy Down ....... et Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough A Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A they had 
PRGA ccscosnsscsavocesees Chatham & District ......... Al Guilsborough....... Al Middleton ...... A Sunderland District .......A ; 
amma age: Cheadle (Staffs) R.D....----. A | Guiseley ......... A | Middlewich «... A | Sunningdale ............... Al amount ¢: 
Bakewell U.D.. A2 Chelmsford ae abevexied eeusarek Halesowen M.B. Milford Haven Al Sutton Coldfield M.B. ......A arbitrator 
Banbury MWisARei oo oes oe ee A — ae = —— Sesacciacontssavasxcs A2 and the fi 
epstow alstea: AZ | AYEOTICY sooeeee - ge. . 
ere tea Fl — D.. Al we A Haresfield ... ~~ MMI cccssnsavanecasccncar A2 oe ¥ ew Di 
THESES a a ‘ hester ............ es Harlow ....00: A PIED sincininiveietinvansnennee A Swindon ...... oashill e wi 
Barrow-in-Furness ............4 Chesterfield M.B. A Harpenden . A DHEIROI ccpsscssscavcesan am Swinton U.D. . oes clear: “C 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chesterfield R.D.,.....5900° A Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D.......Al Tamworth M.B A —e 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A oo U.D. . ss Hartlepool A Newbury _ ..........s0006 +-A2 Tenterden ...... a2 ditions 1S 
BRAN a isacrerns sae cesyancs ones A Chic anae 5 Ginn. Chloe ~ Harwich te A Newcastle-on-Tyne Tewkesbury ..... Al and in th 
* Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- ppenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere nee .A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme . Thames Haven A ith b 
by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A ham Within and Harden- Hastings _..... .A2 New Forest District ......... ‘Al Thetford ........... "2 wit y 
Basingstoke Al Pei seeeescccssseesccesceees A2 Hatfield (Herts.) ... A Newmarket _....... Al Thorpe Bay . er for the cc 
SS op ES pe -horley A Haywards Heath .... .A2 Newport, Mon. ....scoccccesess A Thurrock U.D. r A the follow 
Maley © esccicsce me Clacton ...... Al Hemel Hempstead .. A Newport Pagnell . .A2 North of, to Billericay A : 
Baxterley ...........-+. AL | Cleethorpes ... A Henley-on-Thames .........A2 Newton Abbot .. Al | Tilbury ........0....0. om corporatic 
Beaconsfield & District......Al Clevedon Al Hereford [pbteeseeceeeeseenees A2 Northallerton Dist. ey. Todmorden ..................... A this contr: 
Seertch i  ne A Cleveleys . A Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B... ae Tonbridge ... A . 
Bear! Spas A ee A = _ praketlanpnestecacees A2 Se OE aa ee A Torquay .... tion... 0 
earpark mer e eee ertford .... A orton Radstock . sehel T i a one Ue BE 
“Sas Sea AD —— (Surrey) - saenee U.D.. wy INORMIGIN Go cesesscconeceesesecsacs A Eee Aira aes: a sum of 
Bedale R.D aint Colchester ...... o- oe a eee A Nottingham C.B. .........04. A Tunbridge Wells... P rea 
Bedford ...... as Colne ....... A High Wycombe .. Al Nuneaton M.B..........00000- A Fecal CE eit oe liquidated 
Bedlington eet Colwyn Bay Al Highworth ........ Az Gaitan UD > ees aN by way of 
Banteay .. x Congleton ... Al PAEACISY AID: ic sssccstesveassvn A Oldham 3 A Uppingham (Salop) ......... Al J 7° 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A psec seeeeeeeeeneeeeeeeeeeeens A Hitchin ....... A Onvar a Uttoxeter U.D. ....... A2 the contra 
SER, UL CA rer A yee pipeercees he pena hoes Hoddesdon .... OPIS: co cccrscsnecsieee NI ® Wakefield... A poration t 
Belton ......... oa ornwall, County of......fA2 Horley .A2 O du Wallsend B A ' 
ae ae er enone A | Horsham pT ~ --? seadapininieed A | Walsall C.B. A case wher 
Berrington ....... Al Cranbrook . .A2 HOrwich  <.....00. A ee Walsden ; A In consec 
ae Wakes Cranle ‘igh 2 -A2 ‘ xted Al alton-on-Nazi 
Bere Di A | SRS ke | ag | tog at | Rater ell fom exp 
Bexhill-on-Sea “A2 Crewe Rcuscaneoaceeeermensveenecd A Hunstanton .......... A2 Peterborough ........ ah Warminster ........ “2 en of t 
Biggleswade .A2 Cromer .....+4 Al Huntingdon (Staffs) mr PickeriZ Soke Al Warrington .... seco In the s 
Billericay .... A | Growborough .. AZ Mllbys <<, ccs descents A ioe, Teas -A3_ | Warwick M.B. . vee d 
Billing <<... me Cuckfield ............. .A2 Ingatestone ei Plymouth A Wellington U.D. ... A ered for 
Billingham U.D. yt Dalton-in-Furness Dk Ipswich ..... ei. ee oe, District’ — Wells (Norfolk) A2 successful. 
Bilsthorpe <a Darlington District me Isle of Sheppe 2 Sete tt ae oh Welwyn _......-- tees vA | called upc 
Birchington -A2 DAGGER cccccocass on Isle of Thanet.. A2 Portland Stoneyards .........A Welwyn Gar, City ........A | clauses:— 
Birkenhead oe 2 eee ae Isle of Wight .. A2 Fs West Bromwich C.B. .........A a 
we S B..- tA Denbigh Town me) Jarrow M.B mn tenga ee _ Westbury ....-.0+5 A2 ray] 
ishop Auckland .. sare BOREY 1O-Bs niascescsecsacevesase A = ‘nd “e Westcliff-on-Sea . EY 
Bishop's Stortford .. ayy a... ck. Keighley .. A — A Westerham... Al or negle 
SIRT: nsvrasdacceses one Devon, County of <A Kendal . vA + Sone ugh. ae Weston-super-M, Al the core 
Blackburn _...... met Dewsbury ...csce.e x Kenilwort : A MOGTOUB. scasecsscsvenseseses A2 Weybridge .......... oe ‘ 
Blackpool ...... ne TN A ERE RY 8 A2 Kettering M.B. A Radnorshire, County of }A2 Weymouth Al Ploy in 
Blackwell R. Cex a ee kp Keynsham  .......4000 A RAMNRAUS ccsevseccetconsetsars QV NATRD DD o. ccatsesesscerest Al other p 
Blaydon U.D.... at Doncaster C.B ik Kidderminster M.B. A Rayleigh .. uA Whitstable and District ...A2 work h 
Blidworth .... rN eae mare A King’s Lynn .......... Al Reading wok WUICILOEG cicseccccscecsconsceses A : 
Blyth ........ e ee Dorset, County of (except- Kingskerswell Al Redcar B. .. JA Widnes ... A tractor | 
Bognor news -. .A2 ing Poole, Swanage and —— — ea MD: ices aii Wigan ... ee" poration 
Baldon 1: ry W EENARD i. csscscsSe0s 33 Redhill and Reigate ays Wigton .... A2 : 
Bolsover U.D. A OO -saananalaane —— Knaresborough U.D. er RIBON! | ccscessas : Beets A3 Willington ee during t 
Bolton .......+; A Dovercourt .... KNOWI]e .....eeeseeseeeeeeeeees Al Rochdale ee Wilmslow ............. ae” the carr 
Bourne End ......... -Al_ | Driffield U.D. TANCAROR (osc ctse sess seeseeeses A | Rochester . Al | Wilts. County of . part of 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M. B. Leamington M. B. A Rotherham .. ee Winchester Al 
ee ey 2 “4 wag .B. — PORES. oie Rugby M.B. eos me ee ee a so far ‘ 
eek, rene oe unstable .... se PIB ce aseacces .% Saffron Walden .. A2 indsor an on z amoun 
Bradford-on-Avon .A2 Durham City .........scccee08. Leicester C.B. ... me St. Albans ak Wisbech ..........0048 wA2 to th : 
Braintree  ........ssseseeseeees Al Baathouma Leighton Buzzard ees St. Helens “rt Witham: <.::..--.n<s id le cc 
Breconshire, County vente 3 S Gluinte Mou val, x Lovehrorth Bere veel He Neots... «AZ bor A (District) this cont 
ppuaenpaseehearcee 2 Ae POR cepesesns yv- alisbur: HEY. .000 ste ingham ........... “ 
Brentwood A) District...A2 Lichfield M.B. so Sellsbury Plain A2 | Wolverhampton C.B. ...... (b) “* 
Bridlington A astwood (Notts.) U.D....... A Woodb A2 h 
g . ae Ebbw Vale & District Fe Lincoln C.B. . AES Sawbridgeworth . ey oodbridge ........... * the cory 
Brierfield . A eAanbiides “ "AD Littlehampton A2 Saxmundham A2 Worcester C.B. . at monies 
Brighouse .. A Ely Be cree mae: Liverpool .. ae Scarborough ace Workington _.... - 
Brighton A PR magggg gsnbors>s care Llandudno , woxtal Scunthorpe .... cone Worksop M.B. . sees the conti 
Bristol ae A a —< Lianelly ..... ok SE SNe A Worthing .......00.++5 Wise the 
et ee .A2 London ..... OLE Sevenoaks . cecal Wrexham (incl. liquid: 
Bromsgrove UD. A | Fakenham srsssesseseesse A2 | Long Eaton ......... NLA | Sheerness Ag | Wroughtoa 0a 
CTE a ee ae Falmout on Loughborough NEB ics Sheffield .. ae ylam ........ Whatsoe 
> en (Cheshire) ...... A Fareham ..... ot ee! Ce oe Shipley ......<... sie se Wymondham . xs to th ‘a 
Seay i hans See eee Cee A Faversham EDWORUOIE  dsccocctseeaeescees A Shoeburyness ..........0000000 A SE ERE rece ose cee ca scsves covets The & re 
* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radi — 3s. 84d- ait 
Labourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. , . a, SE P ther Own, 
Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in ail towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. ? corporatior 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in ft i mn 
as de aah Gee a ee g gag craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work of the con 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 264 
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BREACH OF CONTRACT 


Significance of a Recent Case 
[From a Correspondent] 


|F a building contract is broken there 
should be a remedy given by the terms 
of the contract. To what extent the remedy 
goes depends on the contract between the 
patties. It is interesting to compare and 
contrast the position which arose in Thomas 
Feather and Co. (Bradford), Ltd., v. Keighley 
Corporation, heard on November 5, 1953, 
with another set of facts which arose, not 
between a local authority and a builder, but 
between a local authority and a firm of 
painters, although the position might equally 
well have arisen between builder and sub- 
contractor. 

In the case of Thomas Feather and Co. 
(Bradford), Ltd., v. Keighley Corporation. 
the local authority terminated the contract 
for erection of a number of houses because 
the builder had made a sub-contract con- 
trary to the terms of the contract. They 
claimed the sum of £21,000 in an arbitration 
as damages for breach of contract because 
they had had to pay another builder that 
amount extra to complete the contract. The 
arbitrator made an award in their favour, 
and the firm appealed by way of case stated 
to the Divisional Court of the High Court. 

The wording of the contract was quite 
clear: “Compliance with the foregoing con- 
ditions is of the essence of the contract. 
and in the event of non-compliance there- 
with by the contractor it shall be lawful 
for the corporation . . . to adopt either of 
the following remedies . . . namely, firstly the 
corporation may .. . absolutely determine 
this contract . . . or secondly, the corpora- 
tion... may call upon the contractor to pay 
...in respect of such non-compliance the 
sum of one hundred pounds by way of 
liquidated and ascertained damages and not 
by way of penalty.” The Court found that 
the contract conferred no right on the cor- 
poration to recover the extra expense in a 
> case where they had determined the contract 
in consequence of a term which apart 
from express stipulation, would not have 
been of the essence of the contract. 

In the second case a firm of painters ten- 
dered for a corporation contract and were 
successful. The contract which they were 
called upon to sign contained the following 
clauses: — 

(a) “If the contractor shall omit, refuse 
or neglect duly to perform this contract 
the corporation shall be at liberty to em- 
ploy in the place of the contractor any 
other person or persons to perform the 
work hereby provided for, and the con- 
tractor shall on demand pay to the cor- 
poration such sum as the corporation shal) 
during the said period incur in respect of 
the carrying out of the Agreement on the 
part of the contractor, herein contained 
so far as such sum is in excess of the 
amount which would have been payable 
to the contractor if he had duly performed 
this contract.” 

(b) “The contractor hereby agrees that 
the corporation may deduct from any 
monies which may become payable to 
the contractor under this contract or other- 





wise the amount of any ascertained and 
liquidated damages or any other sums 
whatsoever which may become payable 
to the contractor or under this contract.” 
t The painters were unable, for reasons of 
| their own. to complete the contract and the 
' °orporation, in accordance with the terms 
| of the contract, deducted from the amount 
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payable to the contractor the amount by 
which the next lowest original tender differed 
from the firm who had given up the job. 
It must be added that the next lowest ten- 
derer did in fact complete the work. The 
effect of this was entirely dependent on the 
precise wording of the contract and resulted 
in the painters who had carried out a con- 
siderable percentage of the work not being 
paid in effect for work they had carried out. 

Certain differences between the two cases 
are immediately apparent. In the Keighley 
case the corporation had rescinded the con- 
tract in lieu of obtaining damages. Their 
remedy by the terms of the contract was 
rescission. In the second case the cor- 
poration were careful not to claim rescission 
but relied on damages for breach of con- 
tract. In the Keighley case it was the cor- 
poration who were terminating the contract 
and therefore it was hardly likely that the 
natural chain of causation arising from the 
employment of a sub-contractor would lead 
the parties to the contract to the direct con- 
clusion that a new firm would have to be 
appointed to complete the work. On the 
other hand a breach of contract to carry 
out the work by the contractor would auto- 
matically result in the work being carried 
out by someone else. 

One further point which does arise. If 
the corporation exercise their right of having 
the work done by a fresh firm, do they owe 
any obligations to the contractors to arrange 
for the work to be carried out as cheaply as 
possible? It is suggested that they should 
take care not to have the works carried out 
in an unreasonably expensive way. The onus 
would, of course, lie on the contractor to 
allege and prove any unreasonableness. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Change of Number 


The telephone number of the Building 
Trades Exhibition, Ltd., 4, Vernon-place, 
WCI1, has been changed to Chancery 2223. 


Trust’s Donation 


Stated by the chairman of the Historic 
Churches Preservation Trust to be gener- 
ally accepted as the most magnificent parish 
church in England, Beverley Minster 
(Yorks), is to receive £3,000 from the Trust 


towards the £25,000 needed for urgent 
repairs. 

Fungicides 

The Fernhurst Lecture was delivered 


by Mr. R. W. Marsh, MA, head of the 
Section of Plant Pathology, Long Ashton 
Research Station. on February 17 at the 
Royal Society of Arts, John Adam-street, 
Adelphi, WC2. His subject was ‘“‘ Some 
Modern Developments in Research on 
Fungicides,” and Mr. J. Ramsbottom, OBE. 
DSc. MA, was in the chair. 


Films for Industry 


A selection of films from the new Central 
Film Library catalogue “‘ Films for Industry” 
was introduced by Mr. Henry Strauss, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade, at Horse Guards-avenue, on January 
18. Of particular interest in the 273 films 
listed is ““ Watch Your Step,” which illus- 
trates some typical accidents in the building 
industry and shows how they could be 
avoided by due care and attention. The 
films are available on hire for use on 16 mm. 
sound projectors, and copies of the catalogue 
are obtainable from the Central Film 
Library, Government Building, Bromyard- 
avenue, Acton, W3, price 1s. 6d. 
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The late Mr, M. W. Ronayne 


G. A. Harvey and Co. (London), Ltd., 
Greenwich Metal Works, London SE7, have 
informed us of the sudden death, on January 
,’7, 


22, of Mr. M. W. Ronayne, manager of 
their zinc and ironwork departments. 


New Mayor 


Councillor Thomas Osborne, of “The 
Towers,” Barton-under-Needwood, is to be 
the next mayor of Burton-on-Trent. Mr. 
Osborne is managing director of the Mid- 
land Joinery Works, Ltd. 


Scholarships Abroad 


The British Council has published a book- 
let giving details of over 100 scholarships 
offered to British students by 16 foreign 
countries for study abroad during the 
academic year 1954-55. Full particulars and 
application forms may be obtained, on 
receipt of a stamped-addressed foolscap 
envelope, from any British Council office in 
the UK, or from the Controller, Education 
Division, British Council, 65, Davies-street, 
Wi. si, 


Modernised Fireplaces 


Cambridge City Council have rejected a 
petition from tenants on one estate that the 
council should remove their existing stoves 
and replace them with modern tiled fire- 
places. The City Surveyor has now reported 
that the cost of replacing the stoves would 
be £35 per house and there were 129 houses 
in which this type of stove was installed. 
However, 600 Chesterfield council houses are 
to have modernised cooking ranges and fire- 
places at a cost of £16.000. 


Tax on PVC Tiles 


The National Housing and Town Planning 
Council has protested to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer against the imposition of 25 
per cent. purchase tax on thermoplastic floor 
tiles; also they had asked an MP tto raise 
the matter in Parliament. The Council has 
always been opposed to purchase tax on 
building materials and components used for 
housing purposes, on the grounds (a) that 
there is the constantly pressing need to keep 
building costs from rising, and (b) that the 
capital cost is amortised over long periods 
—in the case of houses built by local 
authorities even comparatively small amounts 
are reflected in rents for possibly 60 years. 


Air-Mail Journal 


For many years “ Wimpey News,” house 
organ of George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., 
Hammersmith-grove, W6, has published on 
thin light-weight India paper an air mail edi- 
tion which now reaches 39 countries over- 
seas. One packet alone for the Middle East 
contains 600 copies, and the saving effected 
in heavy air mail charges is considerable. 
The ordinary edition is printed in black ink 
on imitation art paper, so when it was de- 
cided to use a large four-colour half-tone 
illustration in the January issue, the problem 
was set of reproducing this on the India 
paper edition. First tests showed consider- 
able grin-through on the almost transparent 
paper, which made the type on reverse sides 
difficult to read. Adjustments carried out by 
the printers have resulted in this defect 
being almost completely obviated, and a per- 
fect four-colour reproduction was achieved, 
practically indistinguishable from that on the 
imitation art of the general édition. Copies 
of the journal, edited by Mr. C. B. Mann, 
can be obtained from the Wimpey organisa- 
tion, price 2d. 


K 
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The Late Mr. Parkinson 


Mr. E. Parkinson, a director of Sir 
Lindsay Parkinson and Co., Ltd. 171, 
Shaftesbury-avenue, WC2, since its incor- 
poration in 1937, died on February 10 at the 
age of 58 years, after a prolonged illness. 


Departmental Changes 


Southport TC has deferred for 12 months 
the scheme by which it was proposed to 
merge the Borough Engineer’s and _ the 
Borough Architect’s departments, and the 
acting heads of the two departments will 
continue in their capacity. The decision was 
reached by a single vote majority. 


International Conference 


The fourth International Conference on 
“Electrodeposition and Metal Finishing ” 
will be held in London on April 20-24, 
under the aegis of the International Council 
for Electrodeposition. Details are obtainable 
from the Conference Secretary, Fourth Inter- 
national Conference, Institute of Metal 
Finishing, 32, Great Ormond-street, WC1. 
Chimney Fires 

Droitwich RDC has decided that informa- 
tion should be given to builders to ensure 
correct chimney construction, and that all 
timber should be trimmed within 10 in. of a 
hearth. This move is part of the Council’s 
activities in response to an appeal from the 
Worcester City and County Fire Brigade, 
asking for help in reducing the number of 
chimney and hearth fires. 


House Refinements 


Nantwich RDC has been told by its 
surveyor that if its council houses were to 
have tiled floors and plastered walls in the 
kitchens, it would add £5,000 to its housing 
bill. The committee had expressed concern 
that some houses lacked these “refinements,” 
but when they learned what they would cost 
the committee postponed consideration of the 
idea. 


Ministry Approval 

Windsor Corporation has been told at 
Ministry level that although permission 
cannot be given at the moment for building 
a new swimming-bath, the matter can be 
reviewed in six months’ time. It is thought 
that permission may be given then, although 
the Ministry will probably insist on a £30,000 
limit for capital cost. Plans for a competi- 
tion for a design for the bath have been 
discontinued by the Corporation, in view of 
the restricted expenditure and uncertainty 
of starting. 


Lead for Building 


A film entitled “Lead for Building” has 
been produced by Stanley Schofield Produc- 
tions, Ltd., with the technical officials of the 
Lead Industries Development Council act- 
ing as advisers. It is in two parts and lasts 
for 32 minutes. Part 1, in monochrome 
with sound track commentary and music, 
deals with the mining and smelting of lead, 
the extrusion of lead pipe and traps, and 
the rolling of lead sheet. Part 2 is in colour 
with sound-track commentary, and deals 
with applications of lead sheet and pipe in 
building. The main sequences show the 
plumber’s work for a small house under 
construction, and attention is drawn to points 
of good practice in installing lead pipework 
and sheet leadwork. 16mm. copies of the 
film are available on loan to schools, societies 
and groups upon applicatien to the Secre- 
tary, Lead Industries Development Council, 
Eagle House, Jermyn-street, SW1. 
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Roman Baths, Bath 


Bath Corporation are to undertake im- 
provements to the Roman Museum, Roman 
Baths. Details are advertised in this issue. 


Exmoor National Park 


The chairman of the National Parks Com- 
mission, Sir Patrick Duff, has signed the 
Exmoor National Park (Designation) Order; 
it will be submitted in due course to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
for confirmation. 


Building Productivity 


A report on a series of meetings held by 
the Cornwall County Joint Consultative 
Board of Architects, Builders and Quantity 
Surveyors, on ways of increasing produc- 
tivity in the building industry has now been 
issued. It refers to recommendations made 
in the Anglo-American Productivity Team 
Report, 1950. Copies are available from the 
Secretary, 11, Ford Park-road, Mutley, 
Plymouth. 


Decorators’ Examinations 


The Incorporated Institute of British 
Decorators and Interior Designers have 
announced that the Associateship examina- 
tions for 1954 will be held from June 21 
to 25 at various centres throughout the 
country. Applications should be submitted 
by March 31, and forms of application can 
be obtained from the secretary, Mr. W. C. C. 
Smith, FSAA, FRSA, Drayton House, 
Gordon-street, WC1. 


Hotel Competition 


In memory of John Stewart Dow, and 
in virtue of a bequest by him, the Illumina- 
ting Engineering Society is offering a prize 
of £75 to the winner of a competition for 
the layout, lighting, decoration. and furnish- 
ing of a dining-room and cocktail bar in 
a city hotel. The competition is open to 
students born on or after April 1, 1928, and 
entries should be submitted by November 
15, 1954. Particulars are available from the 
Secretary at 32, Victoria-street, SW1. 








ACCOUNTING & COSTING 
SYSTEMS FOR SMALL & 
MEDIUM-SIZED BUILDERS 


Prepared by: 
The National Federation of 





Building Trades Employers 
London, W.1 


PRICE 5/- (by post 5/6) 


Published by: 
The Builder Ltd., Builder House, 
Catherine St., Aldwych, W.C.2 


TEMPLE BAR 6251 (6 lines) 











February 19 1954 


TRADE NEWS 


Diary 


Sets of sheets providing a 1954 diary fo; 
insertion in their Year Book are now being 


distributed by Econa Modern Products 
Ltd., Highlands-road, Shirley, Birmingham 


Water Repellant 


A water repellant known as Stone Liquid 
No. 103 is being produced by Svzecrelmey. 
Ltd., 273-277, Rotherhithe New-road, SE{¢ 
This preparation is based on silicoue resin; 
and is understood to be particularly suitah): 
for use on light-coloured masonry as there 
is no initial darkening, and within an how; 
it is impossible to see where it has been 
applied. It does not supersede Stone Liquid 
No. 101, which is primarily a waterproofer 


Cold Weather Concreting 


To avoid delays during the recent cold 
spell while engaged on an urgent factor 
building job at Shirley, a firm of building 
contractors, W. J. Whittall and Son, Ltd 
acted on the suggestion of Mr. Ralph Pei. 
cock, their supervisor, and carried on cast 
ing concrete by using electricity to keep i 
above freezing point. Concrete pillars and 
beams were cast on site by an adaptation 
of the horticultural system of running low. 
voltage wires through soil to warm it. 


Mortar Piasticizer 

A workability aid or plasticizer is being 
produced by Tretol, Ltd., 12-14, North Ené: 
road, NW11, which is understood to fatten 
sand/cement mixes of mortar using coarse 
sharp sand which would otherwise not be 
easily trowelled. Lean mixes of this typ 
would reduce cracking and crazing upon 
hardening. The manufacturers claim that 
only + pint of “ Morta-Mix” added to each 
1 cwt. of cement will materially contribute 
towards improved mortar at lower cost. 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jorda 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


. J. Fordham, Ltd. (527141.) Regd. Dec. 2 
152, Hoe-st., Walthamstow, E17, bldrs. and bldg. con 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dirs.: G. J. Fordhas 
and Mrs. S. Fordham, 52, Staggart-way, Chigwel 
Essex. 

J. W. Churnside & Son, Ltd. _(527150.) Regd 
Dec. 22, Wales Bottom Saw Mills, Burnley-rd., Water 
foot, Rossendale, Lancs, bldrs., contractors, ett 
Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: J. Ww. Churnside, Ethe 
Churnside and P. Crurnside, all of 30, Thornfield-ave 
Waterfoot, Rossendale, Lancs. 2 

Selby Brothers, Ltd. (527163.) Regd. Dec. 2 
Lightpill Brickyard, Dudbridge-rd., Stroud, Glos 
bldg. contractors, ver 4 material mnfrs., etc. Nom 
cap.: £10,000. Dir.: A. J. Selby, Gwylfa, Dudbridg:- 
rd., Stroud, Glos. 


Dodd Shopfitting, Ltd. (527197.) Regd. Dec. 2 
16, Borough-rd., Wallasey, Ches., shopfitters, ca 
penters, joiners, etc. Nom, cap.: £500.  Dir.: | 
Dodd, 29, Marine Park-mans., Wallasey. 2 

EFilbeck & Davies, Ltd. (527199.) Regd. Dec. + 
Lomeshaye Bridge Mill, Nelson, Lancs., joiners, bldts 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: R. § 
Eilbeck, 134, Berkeley-st., Nelson. : 

Metweld Fabrications, Ltd. (527211.) Regd. Ds 
23, 51, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampto mechanic 
handling plant and equipment, metal plate strip 2 
tubular fabrications, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir 
F. C. Evans, 12, Tudor-cres., Wolverhampton. 

A. E. Burridge (Builders), Ltd.  (527232.) Rew’ 
Dec. 24, 8, Claremont-rd., Surbiton, Surrey. No! 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. E. Burridge, 19, Portman- 
Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey. si 

Alvis Building Co., Ltd. (527234.) Regd. Dee. - 
38, Addington-sq., Camberwell, SES Nom. ¢ 


£3,000. Dirs.: E. L. Thom and K. B. Kavanagh, ! 





Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent. nN Ret 
Richards Structural Steel Co., Ltd. (527293.) Res 
Dec. 24, Phoenix Ironworks, Leicester. engrs., DM: 





hidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £66,000. Subs.: 
Stafford and J. H. R. Hird, 5, Bowling Green 
Leicester ‘ 

T. D. Mather, Ltd. (527264.) R gd. Dee. - 
Union-pl., Newcastle-rd.,  Sunderlan bldrs., & 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: T. D. aiden Fulwe! f 
Waterworks, Sunderland. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents! 


Australia——It has been announced that 
the Government of Sarawak has made a 
grant of 5,000 Straits dollars towards a fund 
to finance the building of an international 
house for students at Melbourne University. 
Last December, the Singapore Legislative 
Council voted 100,000 Straits dollars towards 
the fund. The contribution from Sarawak 
takes the appeal to more than £A53,500. 
The committee plans to build a college 
hostel to accommodate 120 oversea and 
Australian students. Plans have already 
been approved for the first stage, which will 
cost £4145,000. 


Austria —Construction work on the elec- 
trification of railway lines in Austria is to 
commence this year. The Austrian Federal 
Railways have laid down a new seven-year 
electrification programme, after which it is 
reckoned that more than 40 per cent. of 
Austria’s entire railway system will be elec- 
trified. Buildings on sidings are contem- 
plated, and stations for new areas are also 
under consideration. Work is to commence 
right away on the lines connecting Bregenz 
and Lindau on Lake Constance, and Villach 
and Rosenbach on the way to: Yugoslavia. 

A huge power project is scheduled for 
the River Danube at Ybbs-Persenbeug. Two 
river plants have been commenced on the 
frontier at Braunau and Jochenstein. When 
these plants are completed power will be 
increased by 3,000m. kwh per annum. 


British Guiana.—A new college to accom- 
modate 320 students is to be built under 
the auspices of the Indian Education Trust 
of British Guiana Incorporated, a non-profit- 
making organisation set up in 1950 by the 
East Indian community. The Trust aims at 
assisting the Government to improve facili- 
ties and opportunities for secondary educa- 
tion for Guianese children without regard 
to religion or racial origin. 


Chile—The long-term plan for the gradual 
improvement of the naval dockyards at 
Talcahuano in Chile is again under dis- 
cussion and a building project has been 
submitted to Congress to make funds avail- 
able for this work. The yards are to be 
extended and modernised to accommodate 
the building of larger merchant vessels. 

Major improvements are also planned for 
the port of Valparaiso. Work on this scheme 
is said to be sufficient to last five years. The 
mole is to be extended by at least 500 
metres, which is double the extent of the 
Sheltered anchorage. Other improvements 
include a new warehouse, which is also to 
be commenced this year. 

Plans are also in hand for the building 
of settlements in agricultural areas for pro- 
Spective settlers from the Netherlands and 
Italy. The schemes for these villages are 
still in the embryonic stage, and it is likely 
that aid will be sought from foreign sources 
of supply of easily constructed houses and 
ancillary buildings. 


Scandinavia——Six Danish and Swedish 
firms early last month submitted to thé 
Governments their proposal for a 24-mile 
toad over and under the sea between Malmé, 
Sweden, and Copenhagen, Denmark. Though 
neither Government has made any official 
Statement supporting the project, which is 
a private one, it is believed that the Danish 
Parliament will discuss it shortly. The cost 
of the project is estimated at approximately 
£25m, sterling, and the time for complet- 
ing it about ten years. The project provides 
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for two roads each about 23 ft. wide. At its 
highest point the bridge will be over 160 ft. 

Spain.—Further to news about the indus- 
trialisation of the province of Jaen in Spain 
which appeared in our issue of February 5 
last, tenders have now been put out mostly 
to Spanish firms, for three wool-spinning 
factories, a paint factory, a factory to pro- 
duce oil containers, a soap factory, an 
agricultural machinery factory, a factory for 
the production of beams and girders for 
house construction, a sanitary chinaware 
factory, and a plant for the production of 
caustic soda. 

The Government is also behind the build- 
ing of a large factory near Andorra in the 
Teruel which will produce cement. The 
“Nervion” Docks at Bilbao are to be 
enlarged and deepened. 

Approval has also been given by the 
Government for the complete overhaul and 
modernisation of the Spanish postal services. 
The plan includes the construction of new 
buildings and the repair and enlargement of 
existing premises 

USSR.—A number of. big worsted mills 
are under construction in the USSR in 
Minsk, Krasnodar and Sverdlovsk and pre- 
parations are under way to enlarge existing 
mills and to build new ones in Ivanovo, 
Kansk. Monino, and Chernigov. In view of 
the interest in the USSR of Anglo-Soviet 
trade and the fact that prominent business- 
men in engineering and construction are in 
that country from Great Britain it would 
seem as though there might now be a 
demand for British building materials. 
Already certain requests have been made 
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through the Russian Trade Mission in 
London. 

In addition to the building of mills 
a number of new retail stores are to be built, 
one in each major city, and fifty large 
clothing factories are also scheduled for con- 
struction. Inquiries can be made at the 
Russian Trade Delegation offices at 32, High- 
gate West Hill, London, N6. 

Venezuela—Several interesting schemes 
are in planning stages in Venezuela. A pro- 
posal is reported to set up a new petro- 
chemical industry with mixed US and 
Venezuelan capital. The new company is 
to have a capital of about $40m. initially 
and the plant is to be installed in the 
Maracaibo Lake area. 

The Ministry of Development has now 
approved the building of a new luxury hotel 
in the Perija region of Western Venezuela. 
The cost will be about £1m. 

There is also talk that Dutch interests 
intend to set up a new biscuit factory to 
obviate the imports of biscuits from Holland. 
The US firm Abbot Laboratories Interna- 
tional are to build a new factory on the 
outskirts of Caracas. There is a project 
to build a factory to produce rayon textiles. 
A Belgian firm of glass manufacturers are 
investigating the possibilities of making sheet 
glass in the country. 


Housing in British Guiana 

In the House of Commons on February 8, 
Mr. Lyttelton, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, announced Government aid to 
British Guiana amounting to £9,000,000 in 
the next two years. This included a hous- 
ing programme of £2,000,000. 


Munich Exhibition 


A permanent building construction exhibi- 
tion will be inaugurated in Munich on April 
3 in a modern house. The scheme is being 
sponsored by an association of architects, 
engineers and representatives of the building 
trades and the Rationalisation Board of the 
German Industry. In conjunction with the 
permanent show, special exhibitions will be 
arranged, at the first one of which building 
machinery and equipment will be on display. 


European Steel 


A report on the European steel market in 
1953 has been produced by the Steel Com- 
mittee of the Economic Commission for 
Europe. It shows the principal trends in 
1953, analyses steel demand and indicates 
the future outlook of the market. Copies 
may be obtained, price 5s., from the Sales 
Section, European Office of the United 
Nations, Palais des Nations, Geneva. 


Iraq Bridge Contract Secured 


The Government of Iraq Development 
Board have accepted the tender of Dorman, 
Long and Co., Limited, Middlesbrough, for 
the construction of a new road bridge in 
Iraq over the River Euphrates. The value 
of the contract is £350,000. The site of the 
bridge is at Hindiya, 65 miles south of 
Baghdad, and is quite close to the site of 
ancient Babylon. The bridge will be 570 
feet long and 46 feet wide, and will have 
a steel central span with reinforced concrete 
approaches. The piers will be of steel- 
piled construction. The total weight of 
steelwork is 1,500 tons and the bridge is to 
be completed within 18 months from the 
beginning of construction. The consulting 
engineers are Messrs. Maunsell Posford 
and Pavry, of London. 
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RSA Elections 


T a general assembly of the Royal Scot- 
tish Academy in Edinburgh, on Febru- 
ary 10, Mr. John R. McKay, architect, and 
Mr. Thomas Whalen, sculptor, both of Edin- 
burgh, were elected to academician rank. 
Mr. McKay, who is senior partner of Dick 
Peddie, McKay and Jamieson, architects, 
Edinburgh, was elected an associate of the 
RSA in 1945. He is consultant architect to 
the Church of Scotland, and among the 
churches he has restored are Nicholson 
Street and Inverleith churches, Edinburgh. 
Mr. Whalen, who was elected an associate 
in 1940, has made many contributions to 
national exhibitions, principally the Empire 
Exhibition in Glasgow in 1938, “ Enterprise 
Scotland” in 1947, and the Festival of 
Britain Exhibition in the Kelvin Hall, Glas- 
gow. He has also been commissioned on 
several occasions by the Arts Council of 
Great Britain. 





Contract Daywork Rate Agreement 


A NEW Contract Daywork Rate Agree- 
ment has been drawn up by the Joint Stand- 
ing Committee of Architects, Surveyors and 
Building Contractors in Scotland. It super- 
sedes the Contract Jobbing Rate Agreement 
1948 and will take effect on contracts let 
on or after March 1, 1954. The new Agree- 
ment follows closely the form of the 1948 
Agreement but provides for increased rates 
in respect of the use of mechanical plant, 
the list of which has been amplified and 
brought up to date. A new section covering 
rates for wood-working machinery has also 
been incorporated. 

Copies of. the agreement may be obtained 
from the Secretary of the Joint Standing 
Committee, Mr. P. R. Rathbone, BA, 7, 
Manor-place, Edinburgh, 3, price 4d. each 
post free. 


Scottish Industries Fair 


THE SCOTTISH INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION, 
which is promoted by the Scottish Council 
(Development and Industry), is to take place 
in the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, from Septem- 
ber 2 to 18 next. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Plans prepared and approved for 30 houses 
to be erected at Shanks-st. The architect is Harry 
Shaw, Municipal-bldgs., Graham-sq., Airdrie. 

Ayr.—Corporation has approved the erection of 
new houses in two- and three-storey blocks which will 
be built at Dalmilling. The architect is Thomas 
O’Brien (A), Master of Works Offices, High-st., Ayr. 

Coatbridge.—Extension of St. Monica’ Ss Catholic 
School for Lanarkshire CC at an est. cost of £20,000. 
The architect is William Watt (F), County Offices, 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Dumbartonshire. —Plans prepared for the Bull’s 
eg & Marine, Ltd., for new erection at Bulldale- 

, Yoker, for which the architects and engineers are 

F. A. MacDonald & Partners, 11, Woodside-ter., 
Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

East Kilbride.—Development Corporation have 
completed arrangements for the building of an hotel 
and a cinema in the new town. cinema will seat 
1,200 and the hotel will have 24 bedrooms. Cost of 
the two Projects is est. at £200,000 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for the erection 
of 285 houses at the Mains Housing site (No. 3). The 
architect is Frank Scott (L), Development Corporation, 
Torrance House, East Kilbride. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for additions 
to the Heather Knowe public school, for which the 
architect is William Watt (F), County Offices, Albert- 
st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Gla lasgow.—Plans prepared for Thomas Graham & 
Sons, Ltd., York-st., for new offices, new garage, alsc 
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repair department and boundary walls, to be erected 
at 14 to 24, Brown-st., Anderston. The architects 
are Lennox & MacMath, 38, Berkeley-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new offices and 
storage buildings to be erected at Pollockshaws-rd., 
for which the architects are Strathendrick Structures, 
Ltd., 411, Pollockshaws-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for additions and altera- 
tions to the Glasgow & West of Scotland Commercial 
College, Pitt-st., for which the architects are Frank 
Burnet, Boston & Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Walter G. MacAulay 
(Glasgow), Ltd., for additions and alterations at the 
bakery, Kerr-st., Calton, for which the architect is 
John E. Wingate (F), 5, Oswald-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for Francis Meichan & 
Co., Ltd., to be constructed at Paisley-rd. West and 
Admiral-st., for which the architects are Will 
Wright & Kirkwood (F&A), 9, Woo side-pl., Glasgow. 

Inverness-shire.—Plans in hand fur new houses to 
be erected at a site in Fort William. The county 
architect is Col. Alexander Cullen (F), The Castle, 
Inverness. 

Kirkealdy.—Corporation Health Committee has 
approved the erection of an old folk’s eventide home 
at the Denend housing estate at an est. cost of £40,000. 
The council architect is Robert Meldrum, Municipal 
Offices, Kirkcaldy. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new pithead baths 
to be erected at Westrim Mine, near Coalburn. The 
architect is James Allan (F), 58, Palmerston-pl., West 
End, Edinburgh 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
for scheme of 46 houses to be erected at the Woodend 
housing site. Muirend, Cathcart, by William  S. 
Gordon & Co., Ltd., Crow-rd. Contracting Works, 
Patrickhill, Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for new extensions to 
factory at Newhouse industrial estate, for which the 
architects are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), Clare- 
mont-gdns., Glasgow. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
FFOLLOWING are rates of wazes 


authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetlaid, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 74d.; Labourers, 3s. 2d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of * For weet of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
+. 
Ist. Sof oe ». 25 39 10} 
2nd os Ae 31) ae 53 2 
3rd ee ra +; “20 719 9 
4th = aS .. 66% 106 4 
Sth 5s 75 119 74 


For female labour, ‘the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d 
2 9, 


probationary period) . ee 
Operatives on _ labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) F ce oe 











Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new houses at the 
Bankside housing site, near Lanark, for which the 
architect is John M. Whyte (F), 38, High-st., Lanark. 

West Lothian.—Plans in hand for new block of 
houses to be erected at Bridgend housing site, Linlith- 
gow. The council architect is George V. Renton, 
Municipal Offices, Linlithgow. 


FUTURE CON STRUCTION. 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


FEBRUARY 23. 
*tIpswich CBC.—Combined clinic at Meredith-rd. 
BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by March 26. 


FEBRUARY 25. 

*tBucks Standing Jt. Com.—Pair of police houses at 
Middle-rd., Aylesbury. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by February 26. 

*tSurrey CC.—New school, Gatton, near Reigate. 
founty A, Kingston-on-Thames. 

BRUARY 26. 
*tBeds CC.—Rebuilding of the ‘‘ The Shambles,’ 
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Potton. County A. 

*+Birmingham City C.—Contract No. 294, eight 
dwellings at Brunswick-rd., Balsall Heath; contract 
No. 305, four dwellings at Franklin-rd., King’s Norton. 
City A. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. Tenders by 
March 29. 

FEBRUARY 27. 

*+South-Western Regional Hospital Board.—Internal 
reconstruction work, Barncoose Hospital, Redruth. 
Regional Architect, 27, Tyndalls Park-rd, Bristol, 8. 


MARCH 1. 
*tBrackley RDC.—30 houses, King’s Sutton. 
Forsyth Lawson, Cunningham & Ptnrs., architects, 
30, Horse Fair, Banbury. Dep. £2 2s. 


*tHolland CC.—Whaplode county primary school, 
and site works, County A, Boston. 

*tWoking UDC.—26 flats, Barnsbury Farm estate. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 20. 


MARCH 3. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations and addi- 
tions at Stanley Royd Hospital, Wakefield. A to the 
Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by April 6. 

New Sarum City C.—Supply and erection of 
33 ft. 6 in. and 48 ft. span concrete frames, with 
beams and purlins for the attested cattle market. City 
E, The Council House, Bourne Hijll, Salisbury. 

*+Sevenoaks RDC.—Eight flats (two contracts), 
‘* The Charne,’’ Otford. E&S. 


MARCH 4. 


Dep. £2 2s. each. 


*Wem RDC.—Four houses at Yorton, four at 
Grinshill. Hind & Brown, L.ARIBA, 2, Market-st., 
Hanley. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 5. 


Bradfield RDC.—18 bun I 
Stephen’s Firs, Mortimer. Champ, clerk, Council 
Offices, 26, Bath-rd., Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tMaidstone BC.—Improvements, Corn Exchange. 
BS, Palace-ave. Tenders by March 30. 

*Rugby BC.— 180 dwellings on Abbotts 

Ss. 


alows and site works at 


Farm 


Housing estate, section I. BS. Dep. £5 


MARCH 6, 

*Barnet UDC.—Sports pavilion at Grange P!sying 
Fields, Ridgeview-cl. E&S. 

Pembrokeshire CC.—(a) Four police houses at Crom- 
well-st., Pembroke Dock; (b) three houses at Princes- 
st., Pembroke Dock. County A, Haverfordwest. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 8. 

*Bradford City ©C.—i2 houses at Bradford-rd., 
Clayton. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Camberwell MB BC.—130 flats and pepoentt s at 
site No. 50, Pelican-yard. TC. Dep. £5 5s. 

West Ashford RDC.—Four houses at Bethersden. 
J. Mann, surveyor, 16-18, High-st., Canterbury. Dep. 


£2 2s 
MARCH 9. 
*Dover BC.—14 houses, ey (2 contracts). BE,. 
Brook House. Dep. £2 2s. each 
Shepshed UDC.—Erection of six flats and two 
maisonettes. _ McCarthy, Collings & Co., charte red 
architects, 187, Forest-rd., Coalville. Dep. £2 25. 
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MARCH 10. 

*West Riding of Yorks CC. —Iwo- bay fire station. 

County A, Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 12. 

*Bebington BC.—Contract No. 1, 44 houses at 

Teehey-ia. housing estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 13. 

*Cardiff City C.—Five contracts of 31, 17, 30, 46 
and 69 houses, flats and bungalows at Llanrumney. 
City S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Greenwich BC.—Eight houses, 2-22, Ormiston-rd., 
SE10. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 7 

MARCH 15. 

*Bath City C.—Improvements to Roman Museum, 

— Baths. City Planning Officer and A. Dep. 


£2 
*Castle Donington RDC.—Two pairs of houses and 


one shop, Main-st. Long Whatton. McCarthy, 
oe s = Co., architects, 187, Forest-rd., Coalville 
Dep. 

Te aline “BC. —Civil defence training hut. BE. Dep. 


£2. 

*Rickmansworth UDC.—47 garages, Berry-la., Whit- 
field-way, Orchard-way and Shepherds Farm estates 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Walthamstow BC.—Sports pavilion at Chestnut 
Farm sports ground. Boro’ A, E&S. Dep. £2 2 

MARCH 16. 

*Bournemouth CBC.—46 houses and _ bungalows, 

West Howe estate. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 19. 

*Huyton-with-Roby UDC.—72 houses in two con- 
tracts at St. John’s-rd. (East) site. Chief Architectural 
Assistant, Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 20. 

*Farnham UDC.—Six bungalows at Greenhill-way. 

E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 22, 
*Guildford BC.—57 pairs of houses, Park Barn, and 


eight flats, Bushy Hill. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
ARCH 26. 
*Arnold UDC. 15 garages. S 
MARCH 29. 


Erith BC.—Construction of r.c. underground report 
and control centre. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £1 Is. 
NO DATE. 
*Guildford BC.—Conversion of the Old Fire Station, 
North-st. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Rickmansworth UDC.—Eight shops’ with 8 
maisonettes over, Baldwins-la., Croxley, Green. C. G. 
Ransome Williams, clerk. Dep. £3 3s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MARCH 3. 
*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Installation of addi- 
tional steam boiler plant at Mill Hill Hospital, 
Huddersfield. A to the Board, Park-parade, Harro- 
gate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 1. 
MARCH 5. 
*Edmonton BC.—Materials and _ sub-contracts for 
housing schemes. H. Backhouse, TC 
MARCH 6, 
King’s Lynn BC.—BE. (Materials.) 
Lytham St. Annes BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 
Morley BC.—BE. (Materials.) 
MARCH 8. 
Dearne UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
*Sheffield City.—Heating installation at Town Hall. 
J. J. Womersley (A), City A. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 10, 
Weymouth and Melcombe 


(Materials.) 
MARCH 12. 
*Chesham UDC.—Exterior painting 196 houses. 
L. D. Saturley, Housing Manager. Dep. £1 Is. 
Leominster BC.—BS. (Materials.) 
MARCH 15. 
*Chatham BC.—Exterior redecoration of up to 724 
council houses. Deputy BE&S. Dep. £1 Is. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 4, 

Bexley BC. — Roadworks and drainage at Halcot 
No. 3 estate. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 5. 

Caistor RDC.—Water supply—contract No. 11. 
John H. Haiste & Partners, consultant engineers, 4, 
Queen’s-sq., Woodhouse-la., Leeds, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

: MARCH 6. 

Lichfield City C.—Construction of 


Regis BC.—BE&S 


roads and 


sewers, Wheel-la. housing estate, and the making-up 
of Carborough-rd., ov" City E&S, Guildhall, 
Lichfield. Dep. £3 3 

MARCH 8. 

Fife CC.—Trunk sewer from Cabbagehall, Leslie to 
Walkerton. Blyth & Blyth, MM.ICE, consultant 
engineers, 135, George-st., Edinburgh. Dep. £2 2s 

MARCH 10. 


Bedford BC.—Laying of spun-iron pipes, etc., for 
ppidington Trunk Main. Boro’ Water E. Dep. 


MARCH ll. 
Maidenhead BC.—Contract 1, extensions to sewage 


Works, BE&S. Dep. £5. 
MARCH 16. 
Lydney RDC.—About 1.800,000 galls. capacity 
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reservoir, and about nine miles of spun-iron Ky at 
Hewelsfield, Lydney, and St. Briavels. J. D. & D. M. 
Watson, MM.ICE, 18, Queen ‘Anne’s-gate, West- 
minster, SWI. Dep. £10 10s. 
MARCH 20. 
Gravesend BC.—Sewage disposal works extension 


— 1. BE&S, 6, Woodville-ter., Gravesend. Dep 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Camberwell.—Site Acquisition.—LCC Ed. Com 
recommend the acquisition of a site between Lordship- 
la. and Dulwich Common for a nursery school with 
40 places. 

Fulham.—ScHoot ExtTeNnsion.—The provision of 
housecraft. needlework and arts and crafts rooms 
library, changing room with showers at Star county 
secondary school for girls is recommended for LCC's 
approval. Estimated cost is £6.530 

Greenwich.—DEVELOPMENT.—LCC Hsg. Com. pro- 
pose the acquisition. clearance and partial develop- 
ment for housing purposes of the Morden Mews site, 
at an estimated cost of £46.000 

Greenwich.—CHILDREN’s Home.—The erection of a 
house for nine children on the site of Nos. 79-89 
(odd), Eastcombe-ave, at an estimated cost of £7,385. 
is recommended for LCC’s approval. 

Greenwich.—SECONDARY ScHoot.—LCC Ed. Com 
have approved a site at the back of Our Lady of 
Grace RC primary school in Charlton-rd. for the St. 
Austin’s RC boys’ secondary school which is included 
in the educational building programme for 1954-55 
The main accommodation includes a four-storey block 
containing assembly hall, gymnasium, dining accom- 
modation, as well as a schoolkeeper’s house and 
separate workshop accommodation. Construction will 
be r.c. frame finished in facing bricks. and the 
estimated cost is £169,971 

Greenwich.—HousiInG.—Schemes have been pre- 
pared by BE&S for the redevelopment of the site of 
Nos. 380-394 (even), Woolwich-rd. by six flats and two 
maisonettes; and the site of Nos. 22-28 (even), Tuskar- 
st. by four flats. 

Hackney.—DEVELOPMENT.—THfe acquisition, clear- 
ance and partial redevelopment for housing purposes 
of a 2}-acre site in St. George’s-rd., at an estimated 
cost of £90,000, is recommended by LCC Hsg. Com 

Hampstead. —FLATs AND MAISONETTES.—Hsg. Com. 
have approved in principle sketch plans and eleva- 
tions prepared and submitted by BE and Housing A, 
showing the proposed development of the Springfield- 
la. area to provide 43 flats and maisonettes. The 
estimated cost of the scheme is £101,125, and LCC 
(stage 2) town planning approval is being sought. 

Hampstead.—AGEpD Persons’ DWeELLiIncs.—Revised 
plans showing the proposed development of a vacant 
site in Galsworthy-rd. on the Westcroft estate have 
been approved in principle by Hsg. Com. They were 
prepared by BE and Housing A, and are for the 
erection of ten flats for aged persons. Middlesex CC 
have given town planning (stage 2) approval to the 
scheme, which has an estimated cost of £13,660. 

Hampstead.—Dwe.iincs.—Working drawings for 
the proposed development of the Fellows-rd. housing 
site to provide 80 dwellings have been prepared and 
submitted by D. H. McMorran, FRIBA, 14, North 
Audley-st., Wl. Hsg. Com. have approved the pro- 
posals in principle, and have forwarded the plans 
for LCC (stage 3) town planning approval. 

Harrow.—Houses.—The erection of seven houses 
and eight garages at Kenmore Park estate is proposed 
by Scottwood Factory-Built Permanent Homes. Ltd. 

Hornchurch.—RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT.—The use 
of land at Southend Arterial-rd., A127, and Front-la., 
Cranham, as a site for residential development has 
been proposed by Mr. Smith, c/o A. Glenny & Son, 
surveyors, 53, East-st., wininsdtes 
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Hornchurch.—Dwe.LLING-HOUSES.—The erection of 
dwelling-houses on a site at New-rd., Al3, Rainham, 
has been proposed by Barham & Tait, Ltd., 11, 
Eastern-rd., Romford. 

Hornchurch.—SHOPS AND Friats.—Essex CC Plan- 
ning Com. have approved the erection of shops and 
flats at Southend Arterial-rd., A127, Belgrave-ave. 
Hornchurch, proposed by W. Goodchild & Co., sur- 
veyors, 123, South-st., Romford. 

Hornchurch.—F.Lats.—BC are to erect 36 flats at 
Rainham-rd., Elm Park. 

Hornchurch.—Estate Layou1.—The proposed lay- 
out of new streets, and the erection of 88 dwelling- 
houses, south of Wood-la., Elm Park, have been 
granted by-law permission. The applicants are the 
Elm Park Development Co., Ltd. 

Hornchurch.—New SrtREETS AND Houses.—TP 
approval has been given to the proposals of E. C. 
Acworth, builders, rear 207, High-st., Waltham Cross, 
for the layout of new streets and the erection of 158 
dwelling- houses on Upminster Park estate, Upminster. 

Hornchurch.—Hou SES.—Proposals for the erection 
of nine dwelling-houses at the site of Nos. 10-22a, 
Harold Court-rd., Harold Wood, have been made by 
W. and J. Weatherhead, Ltd., builders, 124a, North- 
st., Hornchurch. TP approval has been given. 

Hornchurch.—DwELLINGS.—TP approval has been 
given to amended plans submitted by L. W. Tidder, 
Ltd., building contractors, 4, Broadway, Gidea Park, 
for the erection of seven dwellings on the site of Nos. 
146-156a, Station-la., Hornchurch. 

Hornchurch.—Factory AND OFFICES.—The erection 
of a factory and offices at Ferry-la., Rainham, has 
been proposed by S. C. Brice, 10, Meadway, Rom- 
ford, and given TP consent. 7 

Hornchurch.—EstatE Layout.—The layout of new 
streets as proposed by Upminster Estates, Ltd., 59, 
Station-rd., Upminster, for the land north of Ingre- 
bourne-; -gdns., Cranham, has been given TP approval. 

Hornchurch. — DWELLING-HOUSES. — The proposed 
erection by Maylands Green Estate Co., Ltd., of 47 
dwelling-houses on the site of Nos. 1-47 on plan, 
Avon-rd., Upminster, has been given by-law per- 
mission. 

Hornchurch.—EstateE Layout.—TIP consent has 
been given to the layout of new streets on the. site of 
Haynes Park Estate, off Brookside and Ayloffs-walk, 
Hornchurch, as proposed by Haynes Park Estates, Ltd. 

Hornchurch.—BUNGALOWS.—By-law permission has 
been given to proposals by Southend-on-Sea Estates 
Co., Ltd., for the erection of eight bungalows on 
the site of Nos. 17-31, New Hall-dr., Harold Wood. 

Hornchurch.—SHors AND FLats.—Dinmarch Pro- 
perties, Ltd., have proposed the erection of six 
shops and flats over on a site in Corbets Tey-rd., 
Upminster. By-law consent has been given. 

Hornchurch.—BUNGALOWS.—By-law permission has 
been granted to the erection by A. Salmon (Builders), 
Ltd., builder, 67, Chase Cross-rd., Romford, for 
three bungalows on the site of Nos. 1-3 on plan, 
The Crescent, Cranham, and two bungalows on the 
site of Nos. 1 and 2 on plan, Cranham-gdas. 

Hornchurch.—DwELLING-HOUSES.—The erection of 
seven dwelling-houses on the site of Nos. 1-7 on plan, 
Hubbards-chase, Hornchurch, proposed by A. C. 
Butt (Builders), Ltd., 4, Tyrone-rd., E6, has been 
granted by-law permission. 

Hornchurch.—DwWELLING-HOUSES.—TIP approval has 
been given to the use of land in Phillip-rd., Rainham, 
by W. H. Feasey & Sons, builders, 295, Eastern-ave., 
Ilford, as a site for the erection of four dwelling- 
houses. 

Hornchurch.—TeERRACE Houses.—The erection of 
80 terrace houses on a site at Halidon Hill and Elgin- 
ave., Harold Wood, has been proposed by Stedmans 
(Estates), Ltd., 8, Wangey-rd., Chadwell Heath. 

Hornchurch.—EstatE Layout.—A proposed layout 
of new streets on the industrial estate off Church-rd., 
Harold Wood, has been submitted by T. Bates & Son, 
Ltd., building contractors, Brickworks, Church-rd., 
Harold Wood, and given by-law approval. 

Hornchurch.—SHorps AND FLatTs.—By-law consent 
has been given to the erection of four shops and flats 
over, proposed by Sidney C. Dean, Ltd., estate agents, 
95, High-st., Hornchurch, on a site in High-st. The 
same applicants have received TP approval for the 
erection of five shops with flats over on the site of 
Nos. 1-5 on plan, Station-la., Hornchurch. 

Hornchurch.—DwWELLING-HOUSES.—Proposals for the 
layout of new streets and plans for the erection of 
14 dwelling-houses on the sites of Nos. 39-43, Gt. 
Gardens-rd., and Nos. 1-11 on plan, Brierley-cl., 
Hornchurch, have been submitted by B. J. Dennis & 
Son, 79, Slevins-la., Romford. 

Hornchurch.—Primary ScHoot—.The Right Rev. 
G. A. V. Beck, AA, Bishop of Brentwood, has applied 
for the incorporation of No. 117, St. Mary’s-la., 
Upminster, with the proposed primary school. 

Hornchurch.—SitE DEVELOPMENT.—Application has 
been made by Banyard Bros., builders, 69, Heath 
Park-rd., Romford, for the development of a site at 
Osborne-rd. for residential purposes. 

Hornchurch. — DweELtinG-Houses. — Chelmsford 
(Building) Co. have applied for the use of land at the 
corner of Rainham-rd., A 125, and Nelson-rd., 
Rainham, for the erection of dwelling-houses. 

Hornchurch.—SHOPS AND Fiats.—Proposals for the 
use of land in High-st., Hornchurch, as a site for the 
erection of shops with flats over have been submitted 
by L. W. Butcher, builder, 189, Station-la., Hornchuch. 

Islington.—CouNTY PRIMARY ScHoo..—H. __T. 
Cadbury-Brown, FRIBA, 17, Clarges-st., Piccadilly, 
WI, is negotiating with Hill’s (West Bromwich), Ltd.. 
for the manufacture and supply of the components for 
the constructicn of a county primary school in 
Hornsey-la., at estimated cost of £123,940 

Islington. —S: TE ACQUISITION.—The acquisition of a 
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site in Sussex-way, Landseer-rd. and Mitford-rd. at- a 
revised estimated cost of £7,500 is recommended by 
LCC Ed. Com. It will be used for the enlargement 
of the site of St. Mark’s CE primary school. 
Lewisham.—SEcONDARY ScHOOL.—The erection of a 
new county secondary school with 2,000 places for 
boys and girls in Launcelot-rd., Downham, at an 
estimated cost of £496,788, is recommended for LCC 
approval. Plans were prepared by Bridgewater & 
Shepheard, FA.RIBA, 42, Bruton-pl., Berkeley-sq., 
WI, and in the scheme includes four-storey main 
general teaching block, a two-storey evening institute, 
a two-storey assembly hall and administration block, 
and a two-storey block containing classrooms, study 


rooms, locker and staff accommodation and two 
kitchens. Vary 
Paddington.—SiteE AcQuIsiTioN.—The acquisition 


and clearance of about one acre of land surrounded 
by the Walterton-rd. estate, mainly in Chippenham- 
mews and Rodborough-mews, is recommended for 
LCC’s approval as an extension to that estate. The 
estimated cost is £4,900. 

Poplar.—CLEARANCE AND DEVELOPMENT.—Proposals 
are being made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the acquisi- 
tion, clearance and partial redevelopment for housing 
purposes of about 1% acres of land in Wade-st., at 
an estimated cost of £29,000. 
~ St. Marylebone.—ApProinTMENT.—BC 
recommended by Welch & Lander, FF.RIBA, 38, 
Gloucester-pl., Portman-sq., W1, architects for the 
Nos. 17-19, Balcombe-st. housing scheme, to appoint 
H. H. B. Stewart, MBE, FIAS, AISE, 33, Craven- 
st.. WC2, as quantity surveyor for the scheme. 

St. Marylebone.—SitE AcCQUISITION.—Hsg. 
have recommended the purchase by BC, 
loan sanction, of the site and premises known as 
Nos. 22-30, Balcombe-st., NWI, from Western 
Suburban Estates, Ltd., 100, Crawford-st.; and the 
appointment of Welch & Lander, FF.RIBA, 38, 
Gloucester-pl., Portman-sq., W1, as architects for the 
development of the site. Hsg. Com. also recommend 
the acquisition of the site and premises of Nos. 
147-149, Gloucester-pl., NW1, from the Speen Property 
Trust, Ltd. 

St. Marylebone.—APppPomInTMENT.—The appointment 
of Smith & Bowl, 115, Ebury-st., SW1, as quantity 
surveyors for the Acquila-st. scheme is recommended 
by Hsg. Com. 

St. Pancras.—SeEcONDARY ScHOOL.—The compulsory 
purchase of the site in Crogsland-rd. and Kirkwood- 
pl. is recommended by LCC Ed. Com., for the pro- 
vision of a new building at WHaverstock county 
secondary school in the programme of _ secondary 
school building recently adopted for the period 1955-57. 
Estimated cost of the scheme is £30,000, and the 
additional building will provide 500 places as the first 
instalment of a new school to house 1,250 pupils. 

Wandsworth.—CHILDREN’s Home.—LCC are reccm- 
mended to appropriate and adapt the property known 
as Hartfield, Roehampton-la., as a home for 24 
children at an estimated cost of £24,350. 

Wandsworth.—FLats, MAISONETTES AND Houses.— 
LCC Hsg. Com. have applied to MH&LG for plan- 
ning consent regarding the erection of 666 flats, 1,020 
maisonettes, 133 houses and 56 old people’s dwellings 
and 26 shops on a 100-acre site in Roehampton-la. 
(Nos. 2 and 3 sites). Total estimated cost of the de- 
velopment is £5,024,554, and the scheme was pre- 
pared by LCC architects’ department. 

Wandsworth.—Primary SCHOOL.—Clapham parochial 
CE school in Macauley-rd. is to be rebuilt on a larger 
site in Cedars-rd., and LCC Ed. Com. recommend 
the acquisition of part of this site to prevent develop- 
ment for other purposes. 

Wandsworth.—Dininc Hatt.—LCC Ed. Com. have 
approved a scheme for the erection of a prefabricated 
dining hall with room for 500 pupils at Estreham 
county secondary and Penwortham county primary 
schools. The estimated cost is £9,365. 

Westminster.—CoLLEGE ACCOMMODATION.—LCC are 
recommended to take on under lease part of the first 
floor, the mezzanine floor (between the first and 
second floors) and part of the second floor of the 
Army and Navy Stores, Francis House, Francis-st., 
Westminster, for adaptation by the lessors as addi- 
tional accommodation for the Westminster college of 
commerce, The accommodation will, after adapta- 
tion, provide 16 classrooms, library, principal’s office, 
staff common room, general office, canteen, kitchen. 
stores, cloakroom, and lavatories. Estimated cost of 
the adaptations is £12,000. 

Woolwich.—SitE AcquisitioN.—The acquisition, 
clearance and partial development for housing pur- 
poses of a disused sports ground and orchard 4+ acres 
in area at Courtlands-ave. is recommended by LCC 
Hsg. Com. 


have been 


Com. 
subject to 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Birkenhead.—Boro’ A to prepare plans for 12 flats 
at Abbey Buildings; 64 flats at Oak-st.; 52 flats at 
Eldon-pl.; and 24 flats and maisonettes at Brattan-rd. 
—BC propose erection of prefabricated sch. accommo- 
dation at Woodchurch estate. 

Bradford.—EC seek Min. approval for erection of 
sec. sch. at Eccleshill, £237,250 est. 

Burton-upon-Trent.—EC decided on amended 
scheme for new gram. sch. and playing fields, cost 
£193,382, and has asked the BC to seek Min. approval 
and loan sanction. 

Buxton.—TC received allocation of 75 houses for 
1954 programme. 

Carlisle.—City E, L. J. A. Stow, prepared £45,000 
scheme for provision of assembly hall in Covered 
Market, for City C. 

Chapel-en-le-Frith. —- RDC approved erection of 
fire station at Park-rd. estate for Derbyshire EC. 

Chester.—B. H. Barley, 6a, Charlotte-st., Sealand- 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tubes Association have 
announced that, following changes in the market 
prices of metals, basis prices have been increased 


from midnight, February 12, as follows:— 
Increasedby Basis price 
per lb per Ib. 
Copper tubes 4d. 274d. 
Brass tubes 3d. 224d. 
Brazed brass tubes 4d. 33id 
Drawn brassstrip sections 4d. 323d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 3d. 354d. 
Inrceased by 
per lb. 
Brass and aluminium brass ferrules .. $d. 
Copper-nickel ferrules, 70/30 .. éd. 











trd., Chester, proposes erection of 30 houses at 
Saughall-rd. between Blacon and Saughall (inquiry 
held). 

Consett.—UDC to erect another 83 houses on Moor- 
side estate. 

Corby.—UDC approved estimated £56,000 for con- 
struction of shopping centre at Welland Area. 

Coventry.—TC appointed J. E. C. Powell, 8, 
Queens-rd., Coventry, for erection of eight flats each 
at Shortly-rd. and Courthouse-green; propose erection 
of health centre at Broad-st.; to prepare plans for 
aged persons’ home on Bell Green Neighbourhood 
Unit, £35,000 est.—Approved plans for rebuilding of 
works at Paynes-la., for Singer Motors, Ltd. 

Coventry.—C of E Auths. propose erection of 2 
churches and 5 or 6 parish hall churches or church 
halls on various sites. (Diocesan secretary, Mr. J. W. 
Smethurst). 

Daventry.—TC considering erection of 100 houses 
on Braunston-rd. estate. 

Derbyshire.—EC received M of E approval for fol- 
lowing schemes in 1954/5 programme:—Additional 
accommodation at Tupton Hall Grammar School, Clay 
Cross, £50,000 est.; two-form entry sec. mod. sch., 
at Brimington, £90,000 est.; instalment of Eckington sec. 
sch., £134,643 est.; infants’ sch. at Birley, £39,325 est.; 
sec. mod. sch. at Newbold Chesterfield. £140,250 est.; 
instalment of a sec. mod. sch. for South Normanton 
and Pinxton, £82,000 est.; instalment of secondary 
technical school at Ripley, £67,947 est. 

Durham.—RDC to apply for sanction to borrow 
£47,000 for building of 40 houses at Belmont this 
year. Plans by Housing A, Byland Lodge. 

Ellesmere Port.—UDC to erect further 421 houses 
in 1954, including 100 non-traditional type. 

Gateshead.—EC seek planning consent for sec. sch. 
for 460 children at Hill Head.—Also proposed to 
build nursery sch. for 50 children. Plans by Boro’ A, 
G. F. Winter, Town Hall—TC accepted offer of Fell- 
ing UDC to build 400 houses for borough in Fellings 
area.—UDC will also build 300 houses of their own. 
S, H. Fawcett, Felling —TC requested MoW to give 
starting date for erection of £15,600 clinic at Carr 
Hill.—TC approved layout plans by BE, for 23 tradi- 
tional houses at Fountain-view.—William Leech, Ltd., 
Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to erect 10 houses at 
junction of Lobley Hill-rd./Alwinton-gdns.—Plans 
being prepared by R. Gardner, Holborn-cres., Ryton- 
on-Tyne, for construction of church hall at corner 
Caris-st./Old Durham-rd., for Pentecostal Church. 

Golborne.—UDC propose erection of 40 houses at 
Golborne, 40 at Lowton and 50 at Hampson estate. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC received loan sanction 
for £204,030 for erection of 50 houses on Barnwell 
estate and 106 houses on Racecourse site.—Mauchlen 
& Weightman, Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne, are 
architects for proposed factory addition for Charles 
& Co. (Dresses), Ltd. 
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Hull.—Priestman Bros., Ltd., to develop .6-acte 
site at Marfleet, cost more than £500,000. First Stage 
entailed construction of four bays and second stage 


hoped to provide another six or seven bays. ‘lanne¢ 
to start work on stage two during this summer. Scheme 
includes office block, canteen, storage and services 
buildings. Architects, Priestman & Lazenby, oc: Hull, 
Hyde.—Redferns Rubber Co., Ltd., propuse ex. 
tensions to works at Meadow-ave. 
Iikeston.—BC to negotiate tender for erection of 59 


houses on Kirk Hallam estate (Scheme 28). 
Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Freedman Bros., furniture many. 
facturers, Springwell-rd., propose factory additions 
Jarrow-on-Tyne,—Mott, Hay and Anderson, consult. 
ing engineers, 210, Westgate-rd., Newcastle-or-Tyne, 
and London, prepared plans on behalf of Tyne Tunnel} 
Joint Com. for proposed Jarrow-Howdon road ‘tunnel, 


Scheme will now cost about £9m. compared with 
original estimate of £34m. and _ will take six 
years to carry out. Northumberland CC to acquire 


22 acres of land at Howdon for proposed tunne! works 
and approach roads. 

Leamington Spa.—TC approved revised plans for 
factory and offices on new industrial tradine estate 
for Kigass, Ltd.—To negotiate with John Luing & 


Son, Ltd., and G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., both of 
London, for erection of 216 houses at Lillington 
estate 


Leeds.—Reg. Hosp. Board to prepare scheme for 
adaptations to second floor of St. Thomas’s Hosp,, 
Scarborough. 

Leigh.—Governors of Leigh Tech. Coll. propose an 
additional storey to premises, £12,000 estimated, 

Liverpool.—Proposal by Libraries, Museums and 
Arts Com, to rebuild main Brown Central Library at 
est. cost £270,000 approved by City C. Work may 
start early next year.—Committee’s programme in. 
cluded provision of nine new branch libraries and im- 
provements at 11 others, total cost more than £200,000, 

Liverpool.—TC propose scheme for health and 
welfare office at Hatton Garden, £100,000 est 

Longbenton.—P. L. Browne, Son and Harding, 
Pearl-bldgs., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architects for pro 
posed hotel on Avondale Estate, Forest Hall, for New- 
castle Breweries, Ltd. 

Longridge.—UDC received allocation of 30 houses 
for 1954 programme. 

Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans, new sub- 
station at Worsley-rd., Ansdell, for North-Western 
Electricity Board. Licensed hotel at corner of Wood- 
lands-rd. and Blackpool-rd., Ansdell, for Duttons 
Blackpool Brewery Co., Ltd. 

Macclesfield.—TC approved plans for erection of 
ns centre at Weston. Boro’ A, E. A. Heppen- 
stall. 

Manchester.—TC propose erection of combined clinic 
at Woodhouse Park, Wythenshawe. 

Manchester.—EC received Min. approval for follow- 
ing school building programmes to commence in 
April:—First stage of new College of FE, off Deans- 
gate, £161,000 est.; new cty. gram, sch. for boys at 
Kirkmanshulme-la., Longsight, £224,000 est.; Wythen- 
shawe West cty. sec. tech. for boys, £162,000 est.; 
Peel Hall RC sec., £140,000 est.; new nursery wing at 
Newall Green prim., £21,000 est.; extensions at North 
Manchester high sch. for girls, £60,000 est.; extensions 
at North Manchester gram. sch. for boys, £12,500 est.; 
extensions at Sharston cty. sec., £66,000 est.: exten- 
sions at Soss Moss Residential sch., Chelford, £10,000 
est.; conversion of Smedley-rd. sch., Collyhurst, as 
cty. sec. sch., £33,000 est. 

Matlock.—UDC approved plans, new art block at 
Matlock Training College, for CC. 

Matlock.—Derbyshire EC approved estimate £21,000 
for erection of new art block at Matlock Training 
College. 

Morpeth.—Subject to Min. approval, TC proposes 
building 78 houses this year in Spelvit-la. Roads and 
sewers will be constructed by direct labour, but 
tenders will be obtained for erection of houses. Plans 
by BE, F. K. Perkins. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C received loan sanction 
£120,633 for erection of houses and flats on several 
small sites—Work is expected to start within few 
months on new laboratory and workshops for King’s 


College, est. cost £122,000.—Scheme for extending 
Brunswick Methodist Church, est. cost £15,000 
approved. Rev. Donald Pearce, minister.—Plans by 


C. Solomon, St. Mary’s-pl., for showrooms and offices 
in Market-st., and Back Trafalgar-st., Newcastle, for 
J. T. Ball & Sons, Ltd., have been approved.——Plans 
by City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, for prim. 
sch. at North Fawdon, for City EC have been 
approved.—Louis Hotels, Ltd., to build banqueting 
room at Imperial Hotei, Jesmond-rd. Architect, E. M. 
Lawson, Barras-bldgs.—T. B. Rearson & Sons, Ltd., 
Walker, had amended plans approved for offices, store. 
Northampton.—_RDC_ propose erection of 50 
‘* Drury ’’ type houses at Hardingstone. 
Northumberland.—CC to spend £82,500 on plan for 
construction of new fire brigade headquarters t Mor- 
peth. Work includes building of 26 firemen’s houses, 
three officers’ houses, station premises and site works. 
Cty. A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, Newcastle-on- 


Tyne. 
Oldham.—BC propose new sub health centres at 
Park-la., Bardsley, and Brown Edge-rd., Holts. 
Peterlee.—Dev. Corpn. propose construction of 
five shops and flats, Chapel Hill site; construction of 
310 houses, Acre Rigg site; construction of 50 houses, 
Eden Hill site. Chief A, W. Scott. 
Scarborough.—D. Keeble & Sons, Ltd., Nottingham, 
propose erection of factory at Eastfield. 
Sunderland.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospit2! Brd., 
** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., to provide compreizensive 
dental unit at Sunderland Gen. Hospital. Soard’s 
Chief A, P. H. Knighton, MBE, ARIBA.—During 
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ext financis! year, TC to spend £2,207,158 on new 
he preparations and slum clearance.TC con- 
sidering new civic hall to seat between 2,000 and 3,000 
people, est. cost £66,000. ; 
Wallasey.—EC seek approval for erection of Moss- 
jands-dr. sec. tech. sch. for boys, £179,310 est. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes a¢ cepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes ac cepted subject to modification. 
‘ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
"ments. 

Andover.—Building works at RAF station, Andover, 
Hants. *Bertc, Ltd., 131, Bargates, Christchurch, 


Tas (Worcs).—106 dwellings at the Springfield 
estate, for TC: *J. Herbert Smith (Kidderminster), 
Ltd., 101, Station-hill, Kidderminster, £136,784. 

Birkenhead.—32 houses at Prenton Dell estate, for 
BC: *Dell Investments, Ltd., Russell-rd., Birkenhead, 
39,907. 
ty miagham,—Reinstatement of stand and erection 
of agymnasium, for Birmingham Football Club: *Jesse 
Tildesley, Ltd., Willenhall, Staffs. : 

Birmingham.—Works for EC:—Erection of West 
Heath Nursery sch.: *A. Pearce & Son (Building 
Contractors), Ltd., Victoria-st., £9,493; erection of 
Wyrley Birch spec. sch.: *Thos Lowe & Sons, Ltd., 
Grenville-bldgs., Cherry-st., £109,456. 

Boscombe Down.—Building works at RAF station, 
Boscombe Down, nr. Amesbury, Wilts. *Beric, Ltd., 
131, Bargates, Christchurch, Hants. 

Carlisle. —Work for City C: Harraby Contract No. 
13, roads and sewers, *J. Laing & Son, Ltd. Thirty- 
five bungalows at Harraby, Carlisle, *J. Laing & Son. 
Ltd, Resurfacing of Bishop Goodwin school play- 
ground, *Border Engineering Contractors Co., Ltd. 
London-rd. footpaths, *Mr. F. McDermott. 

Cheadle (Staffs).—Eight houses at Dilhorne site, for 
RDC: *J. A. Bailey, Cheadle, £11,370; eight houses 
and four flats at Blythe Mount: *J. A. Bailey, Cheadle, 
£16,192. 

Chester-le-Street.—Erection of 10 houses on 
Low Flatts estate: *S. Reed, Low Fell, Gateshead. 

Coventry.—-Dwellings for TC:—24 flats at Halls 
Farm estate, Stoke Aldermoor: *H. Clarke & Sons, 
Ltd., 48, Coronation-rd., Coventry, £33,511; 18 ‘‘ No 
Fines’? houses at Willenhall Neighbourhood unit: 
*Geo. Wimpey &.Co., Ltd., London, £30,844. 

Denbighshire.—Works for CC:—Erection of Aber- 
gele new sch.: *Pochins (Manchester), Ltd., King-st. 
Works, Middlewich, Cheshire; erection of Cefn Mawr 
inf. sch.: *A. E. Davies & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 53, 
Court-rd., Wrexham; two additional classrooms at 
Acton Park sch.: *A. E. Davies & Sons, Ltd. 

Disley.—12 houses at Elizabeth-ave., for RDC: 
*C. N. Riddick, Ltd., Disley, £17,052. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared for 215  non- 
traditional houses to be erected at Drumchapel. 
Archibald G. Jury (F.), Corporation Housing Offices, 
Glasgow Cross, Glasgow: *Blackburn (Dumbarton), 
Ltd., Castle-rd., Levenbank, Jameston, Vale of Leven. 

East Kilbride.—Development Corporation have had 
plans approved for 122 houses to be erected at the 
Calderwood site. Ross, Harvie & Scott (F.), archi- 
tects, 2, Clifton-st., Sommerset-pl., Glasgow, WC: 
*Angus M. MacDougall, Ltd., 24, Davarr-st., Glasgow. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of 156 ‘* No 
Fines’? houses and 14 traditional houses on_ the 
Heworth Grange estate, for UDC. . Morton, Hous- 
ing Officer: *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £229,219. 

Hereford.—X-ray dept. at the County Hospital, for 
Birmingham Reg. Hospital Brd. D. . Goldfinch 
(F.), architect to the Brd.: *David Sherratt, Bath-st., 
Hereford. 

Kensington.—Reconstruction of retaining walls, 
Palace Garden ews. Architects, Crown Surveyor, 
Cambridge Gate, NW1. *Frank R. Freeman, Ltd. 

Kirkburton (Yorks).—36 houses at Lepton, for 
UDC: *T. V. Denton & Co., Ltd., 125, Crosland-rd., 
Oakes, Huddersfield, £51,634. 

Leeds.—Houses for TC:—160 at Tinshill estate: *Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd.. London, £215,797; 158: *N. B. 
Bell & Co., Ltd., Frankland-ter., Leeds, £212,156: 
92: *Myton, Ltd., Clough-rd., Hull, £125,890; 180 at 
Swarcliffe estate: *N. B. Bell & Co., Ltd., £243,596; 
32 aged persons’ flats at Intake-la. estate: *Middleton 
& Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., Bank-st. Sidings, Blackpool, 
£34,112; 28 aged persons’ flats at Newton Lodge estate: 
*Middleton & Co. (Blackpool), Ltd., £29,848. 

Liverpool.—Following for EC:—Erection of F. L. 
Calder College of Domestic Science: *H. Brookfield & 
Sons, Ltd., 23, Mayfield-rd., Liverpool 19, £70,230; 
extensions at Speke sec, mod. girls’ sch. and sec. mod. 
boys’ sch.: *Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., Dryden-st., 
Liverpool, £29,893 and £25,607. 
_Liverpool.—Conversion of Lark-la. police stn. as 
divisional headquarters, for TC: *Wm. Bradshaw (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 79, Northbrook-rd., Wallasey, £8,218; 
erection of new motor bus garage at Shaw-rd., Speke: 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd., St. Mary’s-rd., 
Garston, Liverpool, £162,307.—Houses for TC:—83 
dwellings at Mitylene-st.: *R. J. Barton & Sons, Ltd., 
66a, Liverpool-rd., Ainsdale, £167,812. 

{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended February 13. 

, Building work: R. & H. Wale, Ltd., High-st., Gam- 
lingay, Sandy, Beds; Dudley Coles, Ltd., Bath-st., 
Plymouth, Devon; J. & A. Brazier, Ltd., Worcester- 
td., Bromsgrove, Worcs; Conner & Beattie, Ltd., 45a, 
Mountioy-st., Shankhill-rd., Belfast. 

Re-roofing and painting of hangars: Maurice Hill, 
Ltd., The Estate Office, Bedhampton, Havant, Hants. 
Beating services: The Freeman Heating Co., Ltd., 314, 
alham High-rd., London, SW17. General main- 
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tenance work: Laughton & Fuller, Ltd., 51, High-st., 
Brandon, Suffolk; Kerridge (Cambridge), Ltd., Sturton- 
st., Cambridge. 

London (British Railways).—New contracts placed 
by London Midland Region: Goods offices and staff 
amenities at Hendon goods yard, *James Carmichael 
(Contractors), Ltd., 331, Trinity-st., London, SW18 
Renewal of drainage and ballast at Church Lawford 


water troughs on_ the Rugty-Birmingham line. 
*Leonard Fairclough, Ltd., Terminal House, Gros- 
venor-gdns., London, SWI. Patent glazing and 


pitched roof lights for the reconstruction of Derby 
Midland station roof, *Mellowes & Co., Ltd., 
Corporation-st., Sheffield, 3. Asbestos cement 
coverings for the renewal of engine shed roof, new 
pavings and alterations to pits at Walsall motive 
power depot. *Wm. Sandfield, Ltd., 6, Leigham-dr.. 
Osterley, Middlesex. Remodelling of the station 
buildings at Willesden Junction, *W. H. Streeter, Ltd.. 
Tudor-rd. Works, Hampton, Middlesex. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
the Eastern Region of British Railways: Establishment 
of central store—repairs and alterations to existing 
buildings at Peterborough, ‘*Pitchers, Ltd., 57. 
Ashburton-gr., Hornsey-rd., London, N7. Renewal 
of permanent way in King’s Cross district, *Tersons, 
Ltd., 4, Dollis-park, Finchley, London, N3. 

LCC.—Erection of the first stage of a cty. prim. 
sch. at Highbury Quadrant, Islington East:— 


J. Jerram, Ltd., Leyton ; a £127,236 
Hall, Beddall & Co., Ltd., Southwark a. S23 
A. N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., Bayswater 121,293 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 119,600 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington .. 118,211 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. . 117,428 
W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes .. 117,196 
Marples, Ridgeway & Parto:rs, Ltd., West- 

minster wa ee ne es .. 116,499 
J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Balham , 115,994 
H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell Hill 114,843 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. .. 113,995 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley 113,886 


The comparable estimate of Mr. Jack Howe, 
ARIBA, MSIA, the architect responsible for the Work, 
is £114,365. 

LCC.—Erection of additional buildings at Samuel 
Pepys cty. sec. sch., Deptford:— 


A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. £141,680 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington . ; 141,426 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone .. 141,291 
Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Westminster 140,822 
Geo. Parker & Sons, Ltd., Peckham 140,528 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans. . .. 140,093 
J. & C. Bowyer, Ltd., Upper Norwood .. 139,446 
*C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn 137,300 


The comparable estimate of Messrs. Gollins, Melvin, 
Ward & Partners, the architects responsible for the 
work, is £138,257. 

LCC.—Extension of Parliament Hill cty. sec. sch., 
* Pancras North:— 


H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. £204,253 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. .. 195,430 
Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 195,292 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Islington .. 193,898 
Hall, Beddall & Co., Ltd., Southwark 193,495 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. .. 192,329 
Jas. Miller & Partners, Ltd., Westminster 192,225 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 191,825 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley = ee ; 189,970 
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H. Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Muswell Hill.. 189,711 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. 189,089 
*J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Balham 183,195 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £182,450. 
LCC.—Erection of additional buildings at Wands- 
worth cty. sec. sch., Wandsworth, Putney:— 


Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. .. £408,843 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich oa ea > 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster. . 404,986 
Wates, Ltd., Wandsworth .. = .. 404,671 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 399,930 
Tersons, Ltd., Finsbury pee ae -- 399,522 
Taylor Woodrow Constructions, Ltd., St. 
Marylebone .. My ihe ae .. 397,826 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood .. 397,318 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster . .. 395,489 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster .. 386,723 
*E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon .. 385,286 
The comparable estimate of Messrs. Hening & 


Chitty, the architects responsible for the work, is 
£396,682. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Alterations, decora- 
tions and minor repairs at 52, Horsa-rd., Erith: 

. E. Evans (Woolwich), £572. Internal repairs 
and redecorations at Peel House Training Sch.: 
*A. Cameron, Ltd., £2,478. Replacement of roof 
covering at Building 35, Hendon Training Sch.: 
*R. Mansell, Ltd., £849. Internal redecorations and 
repairs at Wandsworth Common Police Stn.: *T. 
Graham & Co., £1,150. Completion of police stn. at 
Kensington (New) PS and DHQ: *A. Roberts & Co., 
Ltd., £154,922. -Erection of 18 married quarters at 


Hertford-rd., Edmonton: *H. Fairweather & Co., 
£30,967. 
{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW 


during week ended February 6. 

London: Wards 1-2, Royal Hospital, Chelsea, en- 
larging in-pensioners’ cubicles, Hampton & Sons, Ltd.. 
8-11, Pall Mall East, SW1; Whitehall Gardens, con- 
struction of retaining walls, Trollope & Colls, Ltd.. 
41-4, Great Queen-st., WC2. Buckinghamshire: Mars- 
worth, erection of a storage depot, Frank J. Mitchell. 
Ltd., 25, Wendover-rd., Aylesbury, Bucks. 

Lancashire: Prison Commission, Altway Site, Old 
Roan Estate, Liverpool, erection of 32 ‘‘ Bleasdale ”” 
houses, The Sefton Building Co., Ltd., Unity-bldgs., 
67, Ormskirk-rd., Aintree, Liverpool, 9; Head Post 
Office, Deansgate, Bolton, adaptations, E. & S. Street, 
Ltd., Bolton-rd. orks, Kearsley, Farnworth, nr. 
Bolton; M/Materials, Lowerhouse Factory, Padiham, 
resurfacing flat roofs with asphalt, General Asphalte 
Co., Ltd., 23, Greenland-st., Liverpool, 1. Surrey: 
Royal Botanical Gardens, Kew, rebuilding part of the 
boundary wall, G. T. Crouch, Ltd., 3-5, Thornes-st.. 
Kingston, Surrey. 

(London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended February 6:— 

Anglesey: Building, C. W. Beretta (Anglesey), Ltd.. 
Rhosneigr. Shropshire: Civil engineering, Sir Alfred 
McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wolverhampton. Devonshire: 
Flooring, John Lloyd, Torquay. Dorsetshire: Electri- 
cal installation work, Holliday Hall & Stinson, Ltd., 
London. SW12. 

Manchester.—Erection of Greenbrow nursery sch., 
for EC: tMoston Brick & Building Co., Ltd., Kenyon- 
la., Collyhurst, Manchester. (Recommended in lieu 
of previous tender.) 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of 208 houses on the 
Park End housing site, for TC. BE, J. A. Kenyon: 
*G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, £274,912. 

Morecambe.—Four shops and eight flats at Truma- 
car-la. estate, for BC: *A. Robinson & Sons, Ltd.. 
Westfield Works, West End-rd., Morecambe, £12,688 
(revised tender). 

Newcastle.—Erection of shop and offices at 142-146, 
Northumberland-st.: *Cussins (Contractors), Ltd., The 
Drive, Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

North Riding.—Erection of proposed Eston South 
Bank cty. inf. sch., for EC. Architect, J. Breakwell, 
7, La Motte-st., St. Helier, Jersey, Channel Islands. 
Quantity surveyors, Cameron & Middleton, Bedford- 
st., London, WC1: *George Fordy & Son, Boathouse- 
la., Stockton-on-Tees, £33,193. 

Ossett (Yorks).—Eight houses at Kingsway, 10 at 
Radley-st. and 22 at Westerfield site, for TC: {Ossett 
Federation of Building Trade Employers. 

Perthshire.—CC has had plans prepared for altera- 
tions and additions to Alyth Public sch. Tan A. 
Moodie (A.), Cty. A, Council Offices, York-pl., Perth. 
Excavation, brick, building and allied works: *Laird 
Bros., Ltd., Forfar, Angus. Joinery, carpentry and 
allied works: *D. S. Menzies, Ltd., Bannerfield, Kirk- 
michael. Glazing and allied works: *James Thow, 
Ltd., The Nethergate, Dundee. Plumbing, sanitary 
engineering and allied works: *J. MacGregor, Lun- 
carty, Perthshire. Plaster, lathing and allied works: 
*P. Donaldson & Son, Ltd., Cupar Angus. Steel 
structural and allied works: *D. Clark & Sons, Ltd., 
Caledonian Iron Works, Rutherglen. Accotile flooring 
and allied works: *Lower & Bode, Ltd., Edinburgh. 
Slating, roughcasting, cement and allied works: *D. G. 
Pathie, Cupar Angus. Roofing and allied works: 
*F. B. Price & Co., Ltd., Nitsdale-dr., Queen’s Park, 
Glasgow. Electrical fittings installation and allied 
works: *W. Coupar, Blairgowrie, Perthshire. Metal 
windows and casements and allied works: *D. H. Hope 
& Sons. Ltd., Smethwick, England. ‘ 

Peterlee.—Erection of 144 houses on the Acre Rigg 
site, Peterlee. The tender of Messrs. G. M. Pearson 
& Son, Ltd., Hetton-le-Hole, Co. Durham, amounting 
to £201,891 16s. 3d., was accepted by the Corporation 
subject to the consent of the MH&LG:— 


Fordy & Son, Ltd. , £227,625 
Tarslag, Ltd. .. me 222,080 
W. D. & R. Allison .. 210,253 
Moore & Cartright 307936 


Bell & Ridley 
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Cc. M. Yuill, Ltd. ee 207,109 
Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ta 202,647 
W. Leach 202,639 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 


REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 p.a. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb., London’’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 








THE BUILDER 


Lane, Fox & Co., Ltd. a .. 202,400 
Veti & Edwards.. a is .. 202,103 
*G. M. Pearson & Son, Ltd. - 201,892 

(F. Rought & Son submitted a tender of 
£44,057 8s. 1d. for Section A (30 houses) only.) 


Seaton Valley.—Erection of 10 bungalows on the 
Newtown estate, for UDC. Plans by the S, Council 
Offices, Seaton Delaval: *W. E. G. Allan, Holywell 
Village, Northumberland. 

Sedgefield.—Erection of 130 houses and bungalows 
at Wood-la., Ferryhill, for R.D.C. Housing A, R. 
Dobson, Council Offices, Sedgefield: *C. M. Yuill, 
Ltd., Villiers-st., West Hartlepool. 

Sheffield.—Extensions to present Court House build- 
ings to provide accommodation for Assizes, for TC: 
*Direct Labour, £78,000. Following for EC:—Altera- 
tions and improvements at Carbrook C of E sch.: *W. 
Redmile & Sons, Ltd., Sheffield, £7,497; alterations 
and improvements at Crookesmoor cty. sch.: *Direct 
Labour, £7,328. Houses at Greenhill / Bradway estate, 
for TC: *C. L. Marcroft, Ltd., 144, Baslow-rd., Tot- 
ley, £139,904 (132); *W. L. Simpson, Ltd., 67, Cob- 
nar-rd., Sheffield, £109,187 (95). 

Stafford.—Erection of block of four shops, 14 flats 
and 10 houses at Rickerscote estate, for TC: *Wm. 
Whittingham, Ltd., Wolverhampton, £41,795. 


Sutton-in-Ashfield.—74 houses at Carsic-la., for 


UDC: *M. D. Sweeney & Palmer, Ltd., Beechdale-rd., 
Aspley; 64 ‘** No Fines ’’: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London. 


Thruxton.—Further road repairs at RAF station. 
Thruxton, Hants. *Beric, Ltd., 131, Bargates, Christ- 
church, Hants. 

Wallsend.—Erection of 14 houses on the Willington 
West Farm estate, for TC: *J. Armstrong, Wallsend, 
£17,476. 

Wandsworth.—Piled foundations and reinforced con- 
crete structures. Extensions to the Ram Brewery. 
Consulting Engineers, Mark Jennings, Son & Ptnrs., 
116, Victoria-st., London, SW1. *Frank R. Freeman, 
Ltd., 13-14, Chapel-st.. London, NWI, £40,000. 


OE EE, 
STEEL-CRETE ( 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL —- 
WITH OLD OR N 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 





















Patent 


-éz'se. Ventilator 


IN USE 


Boyle's 


OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE& SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 














Washington (Co. Durham).—Erection »{ 79 «\, 
houses for UDC: 


Fines ”’ 
Orchard House, 


tion of 50 houses at Oxford- -ave., for UDC: sy, &T 
Robson, Springwell, £61,774. 

Wem (Salop).—Six houses at Stanley Green, Whig 
for RDC: *Mr. George H. Davies, Wem. 9°473 = 
houses at Aston site: *H. Grindall & Sons, Ly 
Wem, £6,037. 5 

West Bromwich.—Additional classroom: at Hany 
Hawthorne CP sch., for EC: *G. Webb & Son, Li 
Soho Hill, Birmingham, £5,830; 100 houses at Ya 
Tree estate, for BC: *Eadie & Co. (Wol\ thampto; 
Ltd., 29, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton, £130,034: ; 
houses at Stone Cross’ estate: *W. Kendrick & Sp. 
Ltd., Tasker-st., Walsall, £30,200; 32 at H:teley egy, 


*W. Kendrick & Sons, Ltd., £41,785. 
Weyhill. —Building works at RAF Station, 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, £89 120, i 
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*Wimpey & Co., 





Weyhi 








nr. Andover, Hants. *Beric, Ltd., 131, ® 
Christchurch, Hants. Bargatg 

Whitehaven.—Erection of 20 houses the Mir 
house estate, for TC: *John Laing & Sons, Dalsp, 
rd., Carlisle. a 

Wirksworth. —12 houses and eight b ingalows ; 
Derby-rd. site, for UDC: *Bowmer & Kirkland, Ltj 
£30,289 (extension to contract). 


BROAD- 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


cut easier —cut cost 
BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHAR? 


LONDON, W.2 





ACHESON 


PADdington 706! 





THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°E 


SALES,HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL; LOUGHTON 5022 














STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 


BLOCK 

















Telephone:— 
Waterloo 5474 


( 3 lines) 








E.C.1 











GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Registered Office: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


Works 
CRAYFORD 5RIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5551-4 
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